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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 



It may be said, perhaps, with reference to the mother 
comiitry, that we no longer want emigration — ^that 
our population is by no means so superfluous as was 
at one time imagined — that in many districts from 
which emigration has taken place, the want of labour 
is beginning to be felt, and more emigration would 
only render the necessity still greater. This is per- 
fectly true ; the tables have turned, and the labourer 
is beginning to be worth his hire. But do the em- 
ployers of labour imagine that labour will stop at 
home, because it is their interest that it should do so ? 
Labour has its own interests; precisely those which 
actuate the employer ip the disposal of his manu- 
<^ factures, viz., to sell itself in the dearest market, to 
3> use the phrase of the Manchester school. Does an 
employer imagine .that any man will continue to sell 
> him his labour for seven shillings a week, when by 
transf(»*ring it to Australia he can sell it at twice 
. seven shillings a day. If he do he is mistaken. 
^ t However ill it may suit the employer to part with 
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6 INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

labour of which he has now none too much, the 
labourer will not consult his employer's interests in 
the matter, but his own only. 

It has been a mistake in this country to suppose 
that labour was other than slightly superfluous, and 
especially in agricultural districts, the harvests of 
which would with difficulty be housed, were it not for 
the swarms of Irish labourers who make their periodic 
descent on England. The fact is that the agricultural 
labourer has been told by his employer Uiat there 
were too maaj of his class, and his mind being by no 
means of the highest order, has believed it, in defiance 
of his senses, which should have showed him, that at 
no time was there aufficieat of his 61ass to gather in 
tbe harvest. He has simply behoved his master^s 
interest in prefereooe to Ym own eyesight What real 
superfluity of hands there may have been is in our 
huge wen of a metropohs, and in large manufao* 
taring towns, where the abundance of labour has 
brought wages down to staryation point, in towns 
the superfluity of labour was at one time real, and 
still partially continues so. In the country it has bean 
for the most part imaginary* 

I will give two instances which will explain my 
meaning with reference both to town and country. In 
my avocation as Editor of the *^ Australum Gazetts,^^ 
I am in the habit of reeeiviag a vast number of letters 
from every labouring grade in society; so much so, 
that there are few labour callings into the secrets of 
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IlTPIlODUCTaRT GHAPTBB. 7 

wImcIi I am not in some measure initiated. I will 
take one instance which occurred to me not a week 
ago. A man wrote to me^ stating that he was de- 
sirous to get out to Australia^ but that he was bound 
hand and foot to his position^ out of which he could 
not save a. penny. And no wonder — ^the poor fellow's 
position was this. He was storekeeper to a large 
manufactunng jeweller^ in which employment he had 
thousands daily under his charge, which thousands, 
from the tone of his letter, ho watched with the fiddity 
of a bull-dog. His salary had for a long time been 
no more than £S0 a year, or not quite eight shiUiugs 
a week. He had only asked for a rise of wnges once 
when his employer threatened to discharge him if he 
did so again; alleging that better men could be got 
for less money, though he knew the man's good 
qualities were worth their weight in better gold than 
covered his jcrwdlery. This stopped the poor fellow's 
mouth; his very simpEcity of heart made him believe 
it, but still he conid not disbelieve the elysium which 
number afier number of the *^ Australian Gazette" 
pointed out to him, as he read it at the Mechanic's 
Institute to which he belonged, in spite of his poverty. 
Yet that elysium the man will, in all probabilifrf, 
never see, because his energy has been careMly kept 
down, and his cleverness and fidelity only developed 
f(MP his employer's interest. Talk of slavery — ^pshaw ! 
even " Uncle Tom's Cabin " records instances of 
slaves being permitted to accumulate thousands 
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8 INTBODUCTOBT CHAPTER. 

of dollars wherewith to purchase their own fVee^ 
dom. 

Next, for an agricultural instance. I am acquainted 
with a country parson, one of the Dr. Primrose school, 
of whom there are but too few left. My friend is 
even more aufait at leading the road to heaven, than 
pointing to it, and, as a matter of course, is much 
better up in theology than in political economy. The 
squure of the parish is also one of the Burchell school, 
whose benevolence would either make every labourer 
in the parish happy, or put him in the stocks for 
being miserable. Well, these two truly excellent men 
could not make out what was the matter in the 
parish : the parson said he could not marry half the 
young men — ^Vicar of Wakefield fiuhion; and the 
Squire said that the labourers were not half paid, 
though he reduced his rents to a most unproductive 
rate, and every &rmer in the parish grew as fat as his 
own home-brewed ale; they thought they had more 
hands than employment. It was agreed to refer the 
matter to my arbitration, and the case was duly laid 
before me. 

I at once recommended the emigration of the super- 
fluous hands, and pointed out to the Squire that it 
would be more profitable for him to bear the expense, 
than to let matters on his estate remain as they were. 
My advice seemed so feasible, that it was adopted, and 
the preparatory measures were about to be taken; but 
one Sunday, when a strange face was seen at churchy 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 9 

the said fsLce, in fact^ belonging to myself, a sort of 
mysterious feeling was evidently brooding over the 
little congregation, which certainly did not emanate 
from the preacher's sermon. I felt myself as being 
closely inspected as to the number of horns on my 
head; or the quantity of cloven feet which might be 
ensconced in my boots. After service, a meeting of 
the assembled wisdom of the parish was held in the 
churchyard; a remarkably fat churchwarden taking 
his place on a tombstone as chairman. I was not 
present, but it was afterwards told me that a resolu- 
tion was passed, raising the wages of the labourers 
generally, and for employing, somehow or other, all 
that were unemployed. It was clearly to the interest 
of the &tted calves, that none of their feeders should 
emigrate. And the feeders have since stuck to their 
work. Australia is not, as far as I am aware, the 
better for one of them. The assembled wisdom in the 
churchyard knew better the cause of discontent than 
did either parson or squire. But it is evident that 
they have delayed the remedy too long, or have not 
made it strong enough. Many meetings in the 
churchyard will be .necessary now, before even the 
agricultural labourer can be persuaded that it will be 
best for him to stay at home. 

It is the population of manufacturing towns to 
whom this little work would especially appeal. It 
details the stru^les of three men, whose previous 
lives had been passed in that most helpless and most 
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10 UNTBODrCTOBY CHAPTEH. 

iminstructive of all conditions of life^ a clerkship. 
They knew no trade, nor were they in possession of 
any art which could be turned to useful account. 
Their good sense led thenk to ^nigrate, not for the 
purpose of making a sadden fortune, but for the pur- 
pose of apprenticing themselves to the colonial trade 
of stock-&rming, till they had acquired the experience 
lequisite to oommence on their own account; wisely 
anticipating, also, that their industry 'and good con- 
duet would command credit in addition to their own 
small capital — ^thus, in fact, ereatinff capital out of 
ekaracter, a process which, however difficult at home, 
is e^y realized in any colony. No emigrant, be he 
ever so poor, if possessed of intelligence, energy, 
sobriety, and other qualities which contribute to 
success generally, needs fear but that these qualities 
will, in the long run, lead him to a substantial 
position in a colony ; but only when he shall have 
acquired sufficient experience to enable him to become 
useful to himself and others. 

View the question in what light we may, town 
labour does not meet with its own reward in England ; 
in other words, the profits of labour are not fairly 
shared between the employer and the employed. Take 
the case of a Manchester factory, in which the em- 
ployers, or cotton lords, amass enormous wealth, 
whilst their labourers are amongst the most wretched 
and miserably paid of the industrial classes. The 
latter gain their nine or ten shillings a week, and end 
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IirrRODUCTORY CHAPTER, 11 

their days in destitution, or dependence on their off- 
spring; whilst the former become princes in wealtii, 
snd end their days in the sweet savour of Leqneatbing 
their millions or half millions to their descendants. 
The unfairness of this will appear, if we look at the 
price of intellect in our own country, in which it is 
more highly paid than in any other country in the 
world. We pay our Cabinet ministers, onr judges, and 
other high officers of state, some five or six thousand a 
year; but the manufacturer, who shall have elaborated 
his half million out of the skill and energy of his 
workmen, in the course of a thirty years' continuance 
in business, is paid at three or four times the rate of a 
Cabinet minister— or, rather, he appropriates to him- 
self such a portion of profit, which should have be- 
longed to the workman, as enables him to become thus 
rich at the latter's expense. This, we maintain, is 
most unfair. It is not intellect which is thus highly 
paid for, but a mere aptitude for business, as it is 
called ; and this aptitude for business is often found to 
exist amongst the most unintellectual of men. 

The workman has no remedy for this, but to take 
himself and his skill to some country where both will 
be better appreciated. To grumble at his condition at 
home is useless, and will only make matters worse. 
He may reason upon it as he will, but to no purpose, 
other than, perhaps, to make him a convert to the doc- 
trines of Communism, the most absurd crotchet which 
can enter his imagination, unfitting him for steady 
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12 IKTBODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

labour, with no return for his anxiety than that of ren- 
dering his position more intolerable. 

The first inquiry of the inhabitant of a town, upon 
turning his attention to emigration is, '' What can I 
do on my arrival in the colony 7 " The inquiry is a 
proper, as well as a natural one ; and the more so, as 
the town classes, which are most desirous of emigra- 
tion, are precisely those who feel that they know 
nothing, beyond the ability to keep a set of books— 
a species of knowledge which is not of the slightest 
use to them after leaving England, inasmuch as if 
there were employment for them in the colony, which 
is not the case, no books would be entrusted to them 
without previous colonial experience on their parts. 
All such must make up their minds that they will 
land without the possession of skill of any kind which 
will be at all appreciated. They need not, however, 
remain in their present position on this account. 

The reason why, will be plain on a little reflection. 
It is next to impossible to get a skilled English hand 
out of his English methods and habits, which are 
rarely suited to colonial practice; whilst it is con- 
sidered far easier to teach a man who knows nothing, 
and has, therefore, no unsuitable habits to correct. If 
two newly arrived emigrants, the one a smart, active 
townsman, guiltless of any craft beyond that of the 
counting-house desk, and the other an experienced 
shepherd, himself a walking cyclopsedia on all matters 
relatmg to sheep, were to apply for employment to an 
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INTKODUCTORY CHAPTER. 13 

Australian flock-master, the chances of gaining it 
would be two to one in fiivour of the unskilled though 
active applicant. The employer would know, that the 
old-world notions of the professed shepherd would 
lead the servant to put his opinions before those of 
his master; whilst, however valuable they might be 
in the mother-country, they would practically be 
useless in a colony. The activity and tractableness 
consequent on knowing nothing, would give the un- 
skilled man actually an advantage over the skilled 
applicant. 

This will be evident, if we consider the nature of 
the employment. In England, a shepherd, or a 
herdsman, would be the more valuable to his em- 
ployer in proportion as he was skilled in all the 
diseases to which sheep and cattle are heirs to, to- 
gether with their remedies. In Australia, this know- 
ledge would be thought lightly of, and for this reason : 
that there are few diseases, and these comparatively 
uncontrollable, whilst neither sheep nor cattle are of 
sufficient value to demand any serious attention to 
cases of individual sickness. It is much more im- 
portant to be on the alert against the wild and wily 
enemies of the fold, than to cure a sheep of diseases. 
It is the same with cattle : a man who can be taught 
to ride at a pace and over ground which would appal 
an English steeple-chaser, is more valuable to his 
employer than one who has all the learning of a 
veterinary college at his fingers' ends. The active- 
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looking man; who has nothing to unlearn, will gene- 
rally he employed at onee; whilst his more pro* 
fessional competitor will only be employed if nothing 
more likely be obtainable. 

There is nothing which an Australian stock-farmer 
more abhors than a man '^who hums too tnuch,'* 
since his own experience tells him that whatever may 
be the man's real merits at home, they are not ap* 
plicable to his purpose; and may involve an attention 
to the mimiticB of a flock which wfll be highly detri- 
mental to its interests in the gross. Such a man may 
be useful with a hundred sheep, but with thousands 
he is of no use whatever. It was this feeling which 
in the old days of convictism in New South Wales led 
to the anxious competition for London {Hckpockets as 
assigned servants to a flockmaster, in preference to the 
poacher or other agricultural rogue, whom no flock- 
master would take if he could get a smart man of the 
former class. The days of convictism are now over, 
but the flockmaster's motives and principles of action 
remain just the same as before, the same necessity ex- 
isting lor their exercise. 

The best way, perhaps, to impress this more fully on 
the denizen of one of our manufacturing towns desirous 
of emigrating to Australia, will be to show him what is 
really required, leaving him to be the judge as to his 
capability of performing it. The first thing is to 
caution him against the mania of gold-hunting — a 
pursuit which will no doubt abundantly enrich one 
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INTHOBUCTORY CHAPTER. 15 

in ten; but then the chances are ten to one against 
his being other than (me of the nine who are not so 
enriched; and it is hardly worth his while to sacrifice 
the certain eT^tnal independence which must accom- 
pany the steady pursuit of industrial labour^ in the 
chase after sudden w^lth, which^ even if atti^ned by 
chaacC; will be less satis&ctory to htm in the kmg 
run. , 

This pcunt is so material that it is worth mlarging 
on. Let us suppose our intending emigrant at the 
diggings, and that he is getting bra ounce of gold a 
week; this being more tiian double the average which 
is obt»B0d by the persoius iJready there. He has, by 
the latest advices, to pay siw MilMngs fiir his quartern 
loaf, and for everythii^ else in px>por<ion; bread 
being the standard of value of provisions in AustriaHa 
as it is in Ei^kad. The price of the quartern loaf in 
England is atxpeifteCy or just one-trvdfth <tf the price at 
the diggings. Consequently, if he gains but ten 
shillings a week in Eng^d, he ought to be gaining 
twelve times ten shillings, or stxponrnds a week at the 
Australian gold mines to do just as well, and no better, 
than he is doing at hooie. Bat suppose he grains at 
the diggings no more than the average of all who are 
now there ; i. e* that lie has precisely the same luck 
as his neighbours— viz., half an otmce of gold per 
week, value thirty shillings ; it follows that he is four 
times nxfrse off, at the Australian prices, of the neces- 
saries of life, ^uan he is before he sails from England. 
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16 . INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

If he be a clerk in an English counting-house; he can 
easily make this calculation for himself. If the said 
clerk get his pound a week at homC; his thirty 
shillings a week at the Victoria mines will just re- 
present^t?^ shiUinffs a week as it can be laid out in 
the market of an English provincial town. Now this 
is not worth the nsk of emigrating for ; much less is 
it worth a preference for gold mining to tile certain 
remuneration of a sheep or cattle run. The brilliant 
accounts of individual success at the diggings may 
dazzle him for a moment, but; his own calm judgment 
should throw a veil over the momentary glare. 

But we must go farther than this. Wherever an 
average is gained^by a number of persons, some must be 
gaining more than the average, and others less. Sup- 
pose a lucky digger, like the drawer of a prize in the 
lottery, gain his 100 ounces a week, this, at an average 
of half an ounce per man per week, represents the joint 
earnings of 200 diggers ^ and where are the gains of 
the 199 ? The over-drawn accounts of the Australian 
newspapers never place things in this, the true light ; 
yet they do sometimes tell us what becomes of the 
109. One man dies of ^^destitution tmder a shed;" 
another, a magistrate, sells fruit for his living; a third 
keeps life and soul in him by making pies; a fourth, 
an extensive employer 'of labour formerly, is offered a 
place as cook by the servants who have run away from 
him, and are rolling in wealth. If intending emigrants 
ponder these matters as they really are, and not as 
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INTROBVCTOKT .CHAPTEB, 17 

thflir own vivid imaginati(m would paint them, they 
will be more likely to arrive at a rational concltifflon as 
regards their beat interests. 

Tarn we now to the lowest indnstrial oecnpation 
in Australia, viz.^ a hut-keeper in the bush; t. e.f 
the lowest m point of emolument, but really a high 
station in point of what it will certamly lead to, In the 
case of a man who is determined that it shall lead td 
aamething' higher. It is, at any rate, a station from 
which many of the wealthiest flockmasters in Australia 
have risen. The last advices give the wages of a hut* 
keeper at S2l. per annum, with rations; rations in 
Australia meaning more than any reasonable man can 
eat. If he be married, he and his wife will command 
from 401. to 4&L per annum, including her rations; a 
child or two into the bargain making no difference, ex* 
cept in the parents' favour, as the childrai grow up and 
become useful. But supposing the emigrant to be un- 
married : out of his 3S/. he may lay by 25/., and that 
for the very excellent reason that in the husti he can- 
not spend his wages, if he be so indined, unless in 
gamUing, the too prevalent vice of bush servants. If he 
do this, of course hie only prospect is to live the life of 
a dog, as he will certainly die the death of one ; for 
the bush is the last place in the woild where an un- 
deserving man will meet with any sympathy. 

But suppose him to save his S5Z. At the end of a 
couple of years, this will be 602., and the hut-keeper 
will have become a shepherd, sufficiently skilled in all 
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18 JNTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

the knowkdge requisite for his craft. His employer^ if 
his servides are worth having, will willingly let him 
have a hundred sheep for his money, to run with his 
own flock. If he will not, others will, and with credit 
for more. This point once fairly established in Aus- 
tralia, the rest goes on after the fashion of a snowball, 
to which the increase of the little flock can alone be 
compared, till the quondam hut-keeper becomes a flock- 
owner himself. All this is in the power of any man 
who will steadily pursue the course pointed out; and, 
in fact, the pages to which these remarks ai*6 introduc- 
tory are only an elucidation of the statements here 
made. 

Turn we now to the nature of the employments of 
which we have spoken. These are such as the most 
unskilled person can at once undertake, and do well in 
a couple of weeks. The duties of a hut-keeeper at a 
sheep-station consist, for the most part, in staying at 
home while the flock is out — of distributing the rations 
— of cooking the food, and he need not be a Soyer to 
do this very satisfactorily— of cultivating a patch of 
garden-ground — ^and of taking a turn with the watch- 
man at night, to see that the flock when folded does not 
become a prey to the dingoeSy or native dogs. There 
is not much skill required herej the only danger is, 
that a cockney quill-driver should think such an occu- 
pation beneath him. If he do, let him keep away from 
Australia, for he will not better his condition there. 

Let us suppose our hut-keeper to have become a 
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His duties are eyen more easj ; for in the 
excellent climate of the Australian budi^ we cannot 
conceiire a more delightful occupation to a man who 
prefers the calm solitudes of the bush to a life of town 
dissipation. He has to lead his flock forth in the 
morning, finding them fresh pastures whenever re- 
quired, to keep them in safety from wild animals whilst 
feeding, and to bring them safely to the fold at night. 
His charge are subject to two diseases only, which 
require his attention : the first, catarrh, is beyond his or 
any other man's power to eradicate ; the second, scab, 
being the only one which will give him extra trouble*-- 
and in nine cases out of ten it is the fault of his own 
negligence if it give him scarcely any trouble at all. 
Here, then, there is no skill whatever required, beyond 
what he will have gained in his occupation of hut- 
keeper. 

Most townsmen will imagine that, as the ultimate 
purpose of the flock is their wool, it is necessary that 
an Australian shepherd should be skilled in the art of 
shearing. This is not so, the operation being per- 
.formed by men whose professed business it is, and 
who travel over the country at the requisite period 
for this purpose. His only care is the health and 
safety of the flock. 

The life of an Australian stockman, or cattle herds- 
man, is a different affair altogether, though here little 
or no previous skill is required; and that which is 
required is better learned by actual practice. The life 
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fif aa Aastraliaa ahepherd is qvite aa Arcadian sort of 
affiur-Hmma the erook, ^pfe, and miatrass; the oot^ 
ward appointmaats of the Auatzaliaii Damon more 
rosemhUng those of a comfortably-disposed bear than 
the appoiatments of those which are painted 1^ a 
•vast immfaer of poets from Virgil down to Shenstone'; 
the age of pastorals haTisg terminated at the Lea* 
J<ywe8. At any rate it has never reached Anstralia, 
wdbere die erook has bem replaced by the diort pipe — 
the trim eantaur by the beard of a twdvemondi's 
.growth; and the Toioe of liio maiden can be no more 
expected to be heard than that of the cuckoo* 

In point of equipment the Australian stockman is 
jMudi on a par with the sbqpherd — ^a little more im- 
oouth; perhapp. His first requisite is to learn to ride-*- 
in «ontradistinetion to. his having learned in England. 
If he depend on the latter accomplishment^ the chances 
arsy that he will break his neck. The most accom- 
plished hunteman at Melton would cut a sorry figure 
in an Anstralian cattle chase; whilst an English jockey 
or steeple-chaser wonld elicit nothing more than a loud 
g^em fi*om an aoeomplidied Australian stockman. 
The art of riding in Anatralia consists in a well 
established, and faithfiilly kept, compact between the 
rider and his horse, that the horse shall look out for 
an dangMB under foot, mdudUag chasms in the earth 
a dozen feet wide aud of unknown depth — whilst the 
rider shaH guard bis own brains from overhanging 
brandies of forest trees which emphatically threaten 
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HfTBODVCTOBT 0HAPTX1U 21 

them any given namiber of tinies in a mkinte; &« 
horse; moreover; expects that his rider shall ke^ a 
keen look oot for the charge — nsiade ererj Ibw 
minutes at branding time — of a wild and infnriated 
bull; bat is not OTer-porticnlar in this respeet, 
as his own sagacity leads him to anticipate snd 
svoid it. 

. The qniet oceapant of ia mercantilB stool may tiiink 
this deseiiptidn of a stockmas^s perils somewhat over^ 
drawn; but I can assure faini it is miderdrawh; for 
the simple reason that no words can describe the feats 
of rider or faofse in the bush df Australia. An Anstra* 
Han stockman never rides fi:ve horses at once, as is 
done at Astley'S; to ihe wondisr of a gaping andieniee; 
bvt were the most accomplished ridear at Asdey's to 
ride onjB horse tsa aa Australian stockmaai does, he 
would astoanshhineeelf. Yet there iS; after all^ no 
peril abont thematter ; and the best proof of this, in 
my own mind, is — ^that I never heard of a serions acoi* 
d^nt beftlhng an Anstralian stockman ; though I have 
witnessed feats which rendered me doubtfiil of the 
erkUstce of my own vision. 

' .Perhaps the nearest ap^noach to the riding of an 
At»ti^l)B& stodcman is the steeple-chaser of our civi- 
lized country } but there is this difference between the 
two^— tbftt the brutal Sekt of tSie steeplehckaser connsta 
ia pushing his liorse beyond equine capalnliiy or en-* 
dofanee. In the caae of the Australian horse^ both 
ho9se and rider are in the path of duty; both eqmHy 
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delight in it; and eacli performs his part equally 
well. 

I have gone to some length in this description of 
the feats of an AustraUan stockman — and with this 
purpose; — ^to impress upon those, to whom these re- 
marks are addressed, that the less they know of horse- 
manship, as of many other matters, before emigrating, 
the better. They have nothing to unlearn; whilst the 
teaching, when they have arrived at their destination, 
will be both easy and speedy. That teaching will 
have necessity for its basis ; but the acquisition of the 
art will come none the less quickly on that account. 
The intending emigrant, knowing nothing whatever 
of the requirements of colonial life, will have nothing 
worse to encounter than I have depicted— of this he 
may be certain ; he has no occasion to turn stockman 
unless he choose; but if he be young and energetic, 
the probability is, that he will prefer a stockman's 
career to any other. 

I will now devote the remainder of this chapter to 
other considerations. 

We have before stated that the recent emigration 
from this country has elucidated the &ct, that there 
exists no great superfluity of labour. In many oases, 
the banker and the] merchant have been compelled to 
give better salaries to their clerks, the gourmand to his 
cook, and the farmer to his labourer. Yet there is still 
room for further emigration, benefiting not only the 
emijp*ant, but those also who remain behind. It is not 
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a healthy condition of society where there is a super- 
fluity of labour, since the advantage is alone to the em- 
ployer of labour^ and not to the labourer — for whom 
the best social condition is that when there is a super- 
fluity of employment^ and this condition will be the 
more neai*ly approached, the more emigration becomes 
extended. 

The state of the labour-market is one of the stock 
pieces of the political economist ; but, like those for 
whom he writes, he takes care to look on one side only, 
and that is on the side of the employer. The balance 
of labour with him means, that the employer should 
always be able to get labour on low terms wheneyer he 
wants it ; or, as a Manchester cotton-spinner would 
express it, the power of buying labour, amongst other 
things, in the cheapest market, regardless of the com- 
fort or condition of the labourer himself. This is no 
balance of labour at all — ^but rather resembles what a 
mathematician calls a ^^compensation of errors," which 
gives a momentary appearance of rectitude to Ins 
equation, but is nevertheless false. An extended emi- 
gration will go far towards setting this matter to 
rights, by converting the superfluity ^of labour into 
future colonial material for additional employment, 
and consequently additional remuneration for those 
who remain at home. 

The Manchester school, as it is termed, or what is 
the same thing, its representatives, have ever been the 
most supine as regards emigration, and frequently the 
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most mimical to colonisatioa as a system. That thej 
should be jso^ and yet command the eonfideoee of a 
large nomb^ of feraom, is a proof as to how muA 
feoph in general think through the medium of others 
instead of giTiog themselves the trouble of thinking 
for themselyes. They even repudiate all proteetion 
but that which insures them labour at starvation prices. 
The cheap loaf has only been a means to the same end^ 
and to none has that cheap loaf been half so profit* 
^ble as to those who were instnunental in obtaining it 
The improrement in the condition of their labourers has 
borne no sort of res^nblance to the colossal fortiines 
being made by the employers. Set on foot in Man^ 
ehiester an extensive system of promoting emigration, 
witk abundant means of carrying ont its object, and 
none would so loudly cry out against free trade in 
labour. 

The selfishness of this amongst men whose labour- 
extortion has rendered it nei^essary to have acts of 
Parliament to prevent them from working their la- 
bourers to death — and wbo openly defy those aet^ 
because the payment of the penalty is cheaper than the. 
profit which may be made by breaking the lawa*-wi!l 
appear on a very little consideration. None have com- 
plained more loudly that in many articles of their 
manufacture the Americans have driven them out of 
the markets of the Eaat^ which is true enongh. But 
the American labourer, who can thus suocesslully 
compete with starvation labour, getsi his dollar a day. 
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wUkt at Lowdl a girl wholiaffiiot been three mosfihs 
in the factory w91 get more tiian a stalled ManelmtBr 
weaver; her avowed objeet in warking h&ag, hf ^ 
few years' labonr, to acquire a dowry for herself^' in 
which she invariably sacoeeds. When did the dangiiter 
of a Manefaester weaver acquire any otl»r dowry &r 
herself than that of penury, and bopeleBs debasement 
for herself and her offipringf 

These remarks are not made in order to render ht* 
bourers in manti&ctaring towns dissatisfied witii their 
con£tion farther than may induce them to nmke an 
attempt to better it by emigration to a country where 
iheir labour will be better i^preciated. As &r as this 
goes, tibe writer has no other idgect than to render 
them dksatisfied with their condition. Any man who 
is not getting that to which his lafaour fidriy eatitles 
him has as much right to be dissatisfied with his shoii- 
oomingSy as his employer has to be satisfied with his 
overfiowii^; neither e^er-honestly nor over-wisely ob* 
tained. There is a wiser madm tiian the hackneyed oM 
of buying our hibowp in the eheapest maricet, aind tfcat is, 
^ fiy liberal things shall men stand." The opposite tif 
this is plainly evinced by all who will give tiitosdves 
the trouble of observing t^ ultimate cBsposalof weaidi 
thus graspingly acquired. How few of its posMBSora 
found fiimilies winch endure ! In most caaes^ their 
wealth vanishes in tiie sacoeeding ge na ratwnf whilst 
in very many, they ^.^heap up nches, and knew not 
who shall gather them." This is perfectly right. 
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and in the ordinary ways of Providence could not be 
otherwise^ or such society would be no place for the 
poor man— even to miniister to. 

The half-paid artizan must, however, take care that 
his dissatisfaction is not purposeless. No more help- 
less being can exist than the man who is eternally 
grumbling, without the power of bettering his con* 
dition. His dissatisfaction, like that of a chained 
animal, only serves the more to chafe himself. There 
are few who, if they will keep ultimate emigration in 
view, nuiy not sooner or later accomplish their object ; 
a few years' self-denial at most being all that is requi- 
site to provide the necessary funds. The savings' 
bank, if steadily resorted to, is the first great panacea 
in this respect, and the avoidance of the gin-shop and 
the tavern the next. Both these latter are great aids 
to the grasping manufacturer in keeping down wages 
— their best friends, in &ct ; for no man who gives 
himself up to them is in any condition to demand that 
his hire should be worthy of his labour. 

Whenever the artizan is in a condition to transport 
his labour to a country where it will be better appre- 
ciated, Australia, and the southern colonies generally, 
are the places for his future home; the first as the 
fountains of wealth, and the agricultural colonies as 
the places where much of it must eventually be spent. 
There is yet another reason which should go fieur in de- 
termining his choice of a location. Australia and New 
Zealand are rapidly becoming the culminating points 
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of the Anglo-Saxon race in the southern world ; and 
however egotistical it may sounds no other race of 
the human family is worth mixing with. Certainly, 
with few others would an Englishman like to mingle. 
It is something to he amongst the founders of a new 
empire; such as is rising up in the southern hemisphere 
—to influence the destinies of the human race^ when 
the old empires of the northern hemisphera shaQ live 
only in classic history, or have hecome effete like their 
predecessors of Greece and Bome: the slaves of a 
despotism which has no aim beyond its own temporary 
power, and of a policy which has no better result than 
national degradation. 

With all our boasts of an ^' empire on which the 
sun never sets" — a travestie, by the byC; of an old 
Spanish saying, which subsequent events have made a 
rhodomontade as empty as may one day be our own- 
England has two colonies only, beiddes those in the 
Pacific, to which a man can emigrate. The first, 
Canada; is one of the most unsuitable possible in point 
of climate or locality ; the first forbidding labour of 
an agricultural kind during the greater portion of the 
year, and the second demanding a longer time before 
actual location than is consumed by a voyage to Aus- 
tralia or New Zealand, where domiciliation and employ- 
ment await the emigrant at once on arrival.* The 
second emigration colony, if it can be so called, is 

* Vide my book on New Zealand, where this matter is ftQly 
disoofised. 
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South Africa ; the chief gains of the ooloniais/for the 
inost part Dntehmen, arising^ from the disputes they 
ean foment between the natives etnd the authoritieiB^ in 
the hope of profiting by the expenditure of the com- 
missariat, of which England has had but too lamenta- 
ble proof in the expenditure of many millions for no 
earthly purpose than that of enaMing the Cape colo* 
nists to take advantage of the English determinatioiL 
to preserve the integrity of the empire at any cost. 
Beyond these two colonies, we have/ notwithstanding 
^e vastaiess of our colonial empire, no oliier location 
but the Australian and New Zealand colonies worthy 
of a moment's consideration to the intending emigrant* 
Canada, on the first decadence of the English power 
«— and that may not be far distant — will naturally &I1 
into the United States of America, if the Union 
last so loBg; and South Afifica is aearoely wartk oon- 
tideraticai as a colonial dependency u{)on any terms, 
either in point of produce or political advantages. 

Intending emigrants should well weigh these mat- 
ters. In point of actual distance from England, Camtda 
would seem to present an advantage ; in point of 
getting really to work, it has not the advantages of 
Ausbalia ; the difference of time in hrovr of the latter 
being prepcniderant, whilst that difSsrence of time hi 
more in &r€air of the slRp-*broker than of the emigrant. 
As for the new settlements of South Africa, they can 
be characterized as little less than deliberate frauds 
committed on English ignorance, though with .Govern^ 
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meat saooticxn : not one of their pret^isions being 
realized, or ever likely to become so* 

But these remarks are somewhat extmneons matters 
in tiia present instance^ though incentives to thought) 
aolet US at once to our purpose. 

The fellowing little work will be found not only a 
ttimnlant but a guide to such as have made i:^ their 
minds to cast their bread upon Australian waters 
It is. certainly one of the best which has yet been 
given to the public as a picture of bush life in Aus- 
tralia; — possessing aU the rough energy which such a 
life imparts to most who embrace it, aod giving withit 
a small compass all that an intending emigrant can 
comprehend of bush hfe vithput actually experiencing 
ft It is, in short, a ^^ guide to ind^ndenoe by 
writers who have attained it." 

Works of this <dass are far more valuable, in point 
of utility, than others of greater pretension, as being 
unpremeditated; or even, as in the present case, being 
written without the remotest idea as to publication* 
The history of the fi)Uowing vobme is somewhat curi* 
ens. It is the production of three distinct writers, all 
from the same locality at home, all sailing in company, 
and uniting their efforts and fortunes on arrival in the 
colony. These three persons wexe neither more nor 
less thaa office clerks, possessed of no knowledge what* 
ever beyond that of the desk-^all dissatisfied with 
their prospects — and all determined to emigrate 
together, believing themselves bound by such bonds 
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of mutual friendship as would enable them to work 
together; if possible; which bonds would; at the same 
time; inspire them with mutual confidence and energy. 
Their letters home were, of course, separately sent to 
their several friends^ and from thence the following 
narrative has been compiled; necessarily in the first 
person; as though it had emanated fiK>m one writer 
only. Very little literary correction was necessary, 
the narrative having not in any way been altered. 

The narrative is, in fact; a record of the pursuit of 
independence under difficulties; viz.; those of previous 
ignorance of colonial pursuits. But it is at the same 
time a guarantee that this ignorance; necessary with 
many who are equally desurous of emigrating; need 
not deter any one from following the example of the 
writers ; this self-dependence being the only condition 
upon which each can succeed. Even with persons 
who believe themselves skilled before leaving England; 
there can be no safer rule than to cast much of their 
previous knowledge aside together with their pre- 
judices; both being frequently alike an obstacle to 
success; and to learn afresh. The lesson is an easy 
onC; the rough independence under which the requi- 
site knowledge is acquired is of the most delightful 
and exhilarating nature; and the result is certain; pro- 
vided the rule be steadily followed out. 

But; as has been before enjoined; we may go frirther 
than thiS; and assert that previously acquired know- 
ledge of any particular craft pursued in the colonies, if 
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it have become so finnly rooted as to be inflexible, is 
bighlj detrimental to success. A skilfiil English car- 
penter, who will not or cannot fall into the rough- 
and-ready methods of colonial building, will soon part 
company with his employer in &Your of a much ruder 
artizan, who has no prejudices, and is willing to learn 
what is really wanted. In the same way, a first-rate 
English shepherd, who would persist in nursing indi- 
vidual sheep afflicted with some slight ailments, whilst 
the dingoes were making havoc with the rest of the 
flock, would in the end be more destructive to the 
interests of that flock than the wild dogs themselves. 
A sharp eye is of infinitely more consequence than 
leechcraft, and vigilant habits than any degree of pro- 
fessional skill. A man who can ride down a bullock 
is more highly esteemed than one who can cure th 
diseases of the animals. 

Many are deterred from emigrating, firom a con- 
sciousness that they possess no knowledge of any craft 
that can be turned to useful account. That is, they 
judge themselves by an English rather than a colonial 
standard. If they knew the nature of the latter, 
which is rather tractability than English knowledge, 
they would not hesitate for a moment, provided they 
were alone, and had no family dependent on their 
exertions, whilst they were attaining skill. Though 
even in this respect, Australia presents a highly fa- 
vourable aspect, for in place of requiring a man to pay 
for the skill which is being imparted, colonists are 
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Tery wflling to pay Mm, and v«ll too, whilst he is 
leanung. 

TbeBQ are most important considerations to many a 
wodd-be emigrant, though the perusal of this book 
will show him that hk fears are altogether groundless. 
To impress this further on him, is the only object of 
these additional remarks, and none whom they may 
influence need hesitate to act upon the advice which 
they comprise. 

G. B. Earp. 

""AuitraUan GazeUe" Office, March 19, 1853. 
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At a time when all the various inhabitants of Old 
England are regarding with longing, yet somewhat 
doubting eyes, the wondrous accounts of golden rocks 
and sands which reward the toils of their Australian 
brethren; when thousands only delay their departure to 
the '^ promised land" from uncertainties as to the best 
mode of transit — ^the best preparations for their long 
and tedious journey — and, perhaps, a few natural fears 
as to what may be expected on arrival at the port of 
their destination ; — a few words of advice, a trifling 
narration of adventure undergone and wonders ob- 
served, may not be deemed altogether out of place ; 
even though pamphlets, cheap hand-books, and a 
thousand journals have already done much in making 
the English public familiar with the leading fea- 
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tures in the now every-day-matters relating to emigra- 
tion. 

As I would gladly think that what I write may be 
useful to the many whose minds are turned towards 
the Australian Colonies^ it may not; perhaps, be amiss 
to reverse the usual order of things, and give the con- 
clusions arrived at even before the grounds on which 
those conclusions are based ^ and, first, as to who 
should emigrate, or, more strictly speaking, who 
should not; the first class would be "legion" indeed; 
the latter are happily but few. 

From a brief consideration of what is wanted, no 
one, unless blinded by an immoderate self-love, can fail 
to be assured whether it be worth his while to leave 
this country. First in the list of qualifications, then^ 
stands perseverance, a sturdy John Bull feeling of 
determination, not to be shaken by a short illness or a 
run of ill-luck, but to plod forward, secure of Dame 
Fortune's smiles, if there be but courage enough to 
stand against the first rough buffet, which, perchanoe, 
may meet the novice in the strange land in which he 
has cast his lot. Of scarcely second importance is it, 
that drink do not hold its ruinous, soul-debasing influ- 
ence over the intending emigrant; if, indeed, he be 
addicted to the vice, farewell all hopes of rising in his 
new sphere ; all that is gained is as quickly spent, and 
a miserable death soon ends as miserable a life; liquor 
of all sorts is so easily obtainable, and in the colonies 
at so slight a cost, compared with England, that thou- 
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sands are wrecked on this quicksaxid ; xft, to use poor 
Tom Hood's simile^ the rock the j split upon is quarU* 
Drink is the great bane of the colonies in question, 
and, alas! that it should be so ; the Anglo-Saxon and 
Milesian seem to be but too well fitted by some thirsty 
partide in the compoirition of their clay, to avail them- 
selves of the fatal opportunities thus afforded them of 
at one stroke destroying themselves and llieir famiEes. 
Do not think this picture too highly coloured; b«t 
turn to any work or paper which gives a statistical 
account of the Australian Colonies, and there mark the 
quantity of ^irits consumed in proportion to the popu- 
lation; mark further, the proportion which tavemi, 
public'honses, grog-shops, and the Uke, bear to Hie 
numbers of other tradesmen's shops in the variots 
towns. The result may then be guessed at« HeaifVft 
forbid that I should decry the use of spirits vk 
moderation; but better, far better^ forswear the use 
than fall into the abuse which may be daily, aye,. 
hourly witnessed in town, countiy, und bush, in Aii«» 
tralia. 

If a man be sober, persevering, and blessed witik 
tolerable health, he must succeed. Australia is a land 
for one and all, where both head and hand aro sare ff 
a reward for their exertion ; but in Australia, as ia 
England and everywhere else, the xvekless, the im- 
provident, the sluggard, and the (hunkard cannot, 46 
not, and will not prosper. 

Whoever my teaders may be, men of towns aaft 
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eities, or dwellers in the villages of our native land, I 
saj to all, ploughmen and weavers, mechanics and 
shepherds, clerks from behind your desks of ill^paid 
toil and drudgery, or starving honesty wandering in. 
the streets, if you know yourselves to be sober, per- 
severing, and honest, come to Australia, and you will 
prosper; a thousand chances are there for all; labour, 
be it of head or hand, is valuable and well paid for ; 
none but vagabonds starve— none are unhappy but 
those who deserve to be so. Understand well what is 
recommended, and ask your hearts in honesty and sin* 
CQrity of purpose if you are what I have said, if, un- 
daunted, you can work hard, and fare hard, perhaps, 
for a ishort time for a certain reward ; if you cannot 
answer these matters satisfactorily to your own con- 
sciences, in the name of all that's good stop at home, 
for you will be worse here than you are there. 

Many, very many, are there who, after having 
thrown up good situations in one of the towns, have 
started to the ^'diggings,*' have become disgusted 
with the fatigue and hardships incidental to the rough 
travelling in the bush and over mountain roads ; and 
after a few days' trial of digging, with scarcely patience 
to dig deep enough to reach the stratum in which the 
gold is most plentifully found, have started back again 
with curses loud and deep, because, through unaccus- 
tomed labour, their hands were sore, or because they 
could not find a ten or twenty ounce nugget imme* 
di^y they broke ground; and, again, because they 
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did not like damper^ or tea^ sugar and mgar hag alt 
boiled together. These are the men who grumble and 
do not succeed^ and would wish other men to fancy 
that the fault lies^ not in their foUy^ but in the 
country. 

There are hardships, doubtless, trymg to the consti- 
tution, trying to the mind, trying to the temper, but 
how is it at home ? Have you not quite as great in 
England ? Is it not better to have plenty in Australia 
as a shepherd, a herdsman, a farmer, a grazier, or 
a gold digger, even though that plenty be rough in 
its cookery, and with no better saiice than a healthy 
appetite ? Do you not in England work as hard as 
the body can be driven, either with head, hand, or 
both, for just enough to keep body and soul together? 
If you do, is it not easier to exert that labour where^ 
in a short time, it will render you happy and affluent, 
in a land where marriage adds to a man's wealth, and 
each child that is bom to him is likewise an addition 
not only to his happiness but to his affluence? But, 
to gain this, you must work sturdily and soberly. 

Thus much for qualities required to prosper in the 
Australian colonies— qualities, truly, which, more or 
less, are likely to succeed anywhere, but which there 
have a wider field for adventure, and a certainty which 
cannot be felt in the crowded cities and towns, the 
unceasing grinding competition, and increasing num« 
bers of England. All of you, then, who in England 
feel that you are endowed with a moderate share of 
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the qualities named should start, and at onee ; bat i^ 
an pondering on the step, you feel doubts and heaita- 
tion, panse, and examine your hearts well and closely 
to know whether those doubts arise from the natund 
dread which hangs over one about to embark in a new 
uphere of life^ or whether they arise from a c<mscious- 
aess of not coming near the mark I have pointed out. 
If the latter^ stop at home. If you feel yourselves to 
be easily turned from a purpose^ or fond of your ease, 
or fond of the bottle^ stop at home. Stop at home, 
ramed men about town. Stop at home, *^ gents/' 
whose ambition is to be great at the ^' Casino/' the 
^ Gider-eellars/' or the betting-houses. Stop at 
home all you who cannot do without hot water for 
shaving, atod finger-napkins, and Soyer's sauces at 
dianer. But to all who can work and wUl work, what- 
ever w whoever they may be, I say, " Come ; lor it is 
a g^reat and glorious land! Come, and happiness, 
plenty, and content await you here." 

Early in 1847, a desire to escape frt)m the thraldonl 
of a London office induced three of us to emigrate. 
Having but £9w h<q>es in England, and no connexions 
to delay our departure, or induce us to alter our plans, 
we sailed for Adelaide as steerage-passengers, both as 
a measure of economy and* to habituate us in some 
d^ee to the hardships we had little doubt we should 
have to undergo } and many a worse introduction we 
night have had — ^that is to say, bearing in mind the 
parpose for which we sought such an introduction. 
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^6 good ship was tolerably full; and^ as all were land- 
iblk^ of course all were soon very sick; each had to 
shift for himself^ and make the best of matters as they 
occurred. But this passed off as we became habituated 
to the motion of the vessel: still there were many 
things to annoy and make matters uncomfortable ; so 
many persons thrown together in a narrow and con- 
fined space could scarcely agree, and constant quarrel- 
ling went on; then, the discipline of the ship, which 
was necessarily strictly enforced, bore hard upon the 
steerage-passengers, and curses, deep not loud, were 
frequently showered on the poor skipper's head, though 
I believe he did but his duty. I can, however, easily 
imagine that, with a domineering or brutal master, the 
steerage of a vessel would be verily a place of torment 
for those whose ill-fate conducted them there. 

I will not speak of the details of our voyage : we 
had gales and calms ; hatches battened down at one 
time, whilst thunder, lightnmg, rain, and the heavy 
fall of water on deck as a wave would pop its head 
over, filled those below with feelings not easily 
imagined or described ; at another time we had a bout 
of gasping in a dead calm beneath a sun like a ball of 
fire immediately above our heads — ^but that, like our 
other trials, did not last long. We crossed the line, 
and I believe some fun, as Jack would call it, was con- 
templated, but that the emigrants had heard of the 
kind of jokes perpetrated and did not seem to admire 
the idea ; the good old skipper interposed his autho- 
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ritj; and all passed off quietly. All these mishaps, Mfe 
were assured, were but the ordinary course of a mariner's 
Ufe, and, believing it true, whether it was or was 
not, many a sinoere vow was registered that one yqyage 
in a life-time was enough, and that nothing should 
induce the grumblers to venture on another trip over 
the billowy sea. 

We arrived safely, and with light hearts, and not 
very heavy pockets, entered Adelaide to '^ seek our 
fortunes." Totally unused to labour, it maybe believed 
a not very cheering prospect was before us; but the 
feeling which prompted our departure from England 
upheld us here, and it was with a full determination to 
succeed that we landed on the Australian shore. 

We had been strongly advised by certain friends in 
England to makeup our minds as soon as possible after 
arrival as to our future proceedings, and then at once 
to leave the town, where lodging and living were 
extremely dear. A cabinet council was soon called ; 
we were now to decide what was to be done and to 
do it. 

As to turning farmers or graziers, that was out af 
the question — ^we knew nothing about it, and we 
doubted, for the first time, perhaps, what we were fit 
for. It was resolved, neni. con.,howeveT, that we should 
wait on certain gentlemen to whom we had received 
letters of introduction and frankly ask their advice. 
We did so, and the answers were as frankly given: — 
*^ You have too little money among you all to do any- 
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thing* on speculation : your best plan is to put the little 
you have in a bank, where, by-tbe-bye, you will receive 
a high rate of interest, put your pride in your pockets, 
and start into the bush ; get yourselves employed as 
shepherds, stockmen, or anything of the sort which 
will give you an insight into the mode of keeping and 
raising sheep and cattle. You will receive good wages, 
all of which you may save, and in a short time you 
may commence operations for yourselves with confi- 
dence and an almost certainty of success." We were 
told in the course of conversation that we might cer* 
tainly, if we chose, obtain situations about the towns, 
but they would not be so materially better than those 
we had relmquished in England as to compensate for 
the expense and inconvenience we had undergone, and 
even then we should have no prospect of aught beyond 
remaining in slavery all our lives — to avoid which we 
had voluntarily expatriated ourselves. 

Although we had sought for advice with a firm 
resolve to act upon it, yei it was with feelings of 
mingled hues and shades that we commenced talking 
over among ourselves the various accounts we had 
heard and advice received in our round of visits. Even 
though resolved, it was not a very easily-managed 
thing to at once pocket the false pride usually felt by 
those not bom to manual labour ; and I verily believe, 
almost the greatest trial we have undergone was 
that first one of '^beginning the world at the begin- 
ning." 
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Hayiog^ fixed upon our mode of procedure^ we dis- 
posed of certain portions of our outfit wbich we found 
of but little use to us; the other portions which we did 
not immediatelj require we left in the care of some of 
our good friends in the city; and with a knapsack of 
a few necessary things slung at our backs, and a thick 
sapling in the hand of each, we lefit Adelaide nine days 
after landing from the ship. 

In laying down our plans, it had been proposed, if 
possible, that we should hire on the same run or farm, 
as our choice might Mi; but, at all eyents, that it 
would be better to separate than that two of us should 
hire for the same purpose; — our aim being to learn, 
one would be sufficient to each branch; afterwards, 
when we diould commence for ourselves, we could in 
turn instruct each other in those points of whidb indi- 
vidually we stood in need : on this view of our busi" 
ness is to be found one of the great causes of our ulti- 
mate success. 

We trudged merrily along the road, which, near the 
town, was sufficiently like Old England to recal a 
thousand scenes and memories ; and as a cottage here, 
or a garden there, was passed, one or other of us 
would discover a fancied resemblance to a home scene, 
and many a hope was expressed of some day agaixi 
revisiting the spots which were so vividly recalled. 
After a few miles, however, the aspect of the surround- 
ing objects, though still, being far 'from wild or un- 
cultivated, sufficiently impressed upon us the fact that 
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we were in a strange land, with strange trees, shmbs; 
birds, and insectS; everything strange, and ^' passing 
strange." The road was dusty in the extreme, and 
increased the toil of walking in an exceeding degree ; 
— eyes, throat, and nostrils alike suffering from the 
impalpable earth which every breath of wind, every 
footstep as we passed on, raised in clouds ; whilst our 
garments were like Joseph's garment — of various 
colours, from the same cause. After several minor 
halts, in order to procure a cup of water to wash a 
little of the fine day from our throats so that room 
might be left for respiration, we finaUy brought up for 
the night at a small ^'shebeen" on the road, the 
which, though but a short day's march from the 
metropolis of the province, was scarcely equal to the 
small ale-houses of our own country villages ; and here 
we were first introduced to the staple articles of food 
throughout the Australian colonies — mutton-steaks^ 
damper, and tea. The damper is nothing more than 
flour and water kneaded together and made into small 
flat cakes ; sometimes with a little salt mixed, and then 
baked on the hearth or a griddle-plate, as the house 
happens to possess one. The tea is equally rudely 
made; a quantity of tea is put in a pot with sugar; 
water is poured in, and the whole is then boiled 
together. When sugar is scarce in the bush, the mat* 
ting of which the sugar-bags are made is also popped 
into the tea-pot, to extract the saccharine matter; so 
that, to a stranger, the infusion has rather % strange 
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taste: it requires some time to become used to the 
peculiar taste of the damper bread, but hunger and 
use soon overcome trifling discomforts like these, and, 
in fiujt, on this, our first trial, I believe we made a very 
sufficient meal off the viands I have mentioned. 

After our appetites were sated, we lighted our pipes 
(by the way, another general habit in the colonies — 
pipes are universally used, and a meerschaum is in- 
valuable), and, in company with our host, prepared for 
an evening's chat. After having poured forth for the 
information of our host and his fiamily everything we 
could call to mind of English news, we commenced 
inquiries respecting our chances of success in the 
life we had marked out for ourselves, and, sooth 
to say, no answers could have tallied better with our 
wishes than those we received ; it came out that our 
host had been induced to emigrate to Sydney, and for 
some short time had been employed, together with his 
wife and children, on a dFarm not fiir from that city ; 
but feeling desirous of getting farther into the bush, 
he had changed, and changed again, until, in about seven 
years, he had been nearly over the three chief colonies ; 
and finally, with the money he had saved, they had 
bought a small plot of land from the person who owned 
it. He then run up a small house, and all turned to 
cultivating their Httle nook of ground, adding a trifle 
to their means of living by entertaining wayfarers— 
though the income derived from the latter source 
oould not be great, I suspect; for, except a hearty 
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shake of the hand to father and sonS; not an idea 
of recompense or reward would they entertain or 
hear of. 

We slept there that nighty and receiving directions 
as to our route and conduct; we started forth on our 
onward career. According to the advice we had 
received we struck off from the road we had been 
following; and proceeded in a more easterly direction 
in order to arrive at a station which we were informed 
was some considerable distance on, having been more- 
over assured that we should be meeting with settlers' 
huts, but where we should be heartily welcomed by 
the inmates. The road or pathway along which we 
were now passing was of a most wretched description,' 
often, indeed, difficult to trace : the only foliage was 
that of the straggling bushes around, and here and 
there a huge ungainly gum tree, standing like a 
skeleton giant in our way. Here we met an adven« 
ture which had nearly deprived us of one of our 
party. 

Whilst plodding forward, now watching the strangely 
ornamented birds which were flitting about, or talk- 
ing over our plans, one of my companions, ob- 
serving at the side of his path a thick piece of stick, 
struck at it as he walked by; judge of his surprise as 
the fancied stick reared itself with an angry hiss and 
threatening eye ; before it could spring, however, he 
struck it down, but without killing it; in another 
£noment, however, the three saplings descende<f upon 
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and destr<^6d it; even in dyings howerer, liie rqitile 
snapped at and fixed its fangs in die stick I hdd ; 
finding it dead I allowed it to remain clinging to ibe 
stick, and carried it on with 2ne to the end of our 
day's journey. Befi>re this we had not gitea one 
thought to the possibility of meeting any poisonous 
reptiles, but our fright made us sufficiently caiefol, 
and a wide berth was giren to anything which looked 
sttspidons, either in our path or by the ode of it. On 
halting for die evening at a small hut, in which 
resided as wild an Irishman as ever breathed in or out 
of the Emerald Isle, we were assured that the reptiles 
were both highly venomous and often met with, yet 
that they were little to be feared, beii^ indolent and 
timid; in point of fact, the greatest danger arose 
from their indolence exposing them to be trodden aa, 
wh^i they were likely to spring atl^e offender. St3I, 
but few cases were known of persons being bitten, 
though when such an accident did unfortunately take 
place, the wound was always mortal. 

One evening here was spent mudi as the former, 
but our Irish friend walked next day a considerable 
distance with us, and before leaving us, pointed out our 
way, and then bade us God-speed. There is no use in 
repeating the details of our joomey up the country ; 
such things you may see in every book or paper about 
these colonies, so I will even skip on to our amval 
at the ^'run." 

We arrived eaiiy one forenoon «t the spot, and found 
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some ten or twelve huts together^ with a large railed*- 
in space, like a village-pound. A score of noisy dogs 
instantly raised an alarm, and a couple of beads 
popped out of one of the huis to see wliat was the 
cause of the disturbance. A warm welcome was at 
once accorded to us, all hands were absent except the 
hut-keeper, and one of the men who had sprained 
his shoulder by a &11 from a horse, a day or two 
before. 

Although we were welcome enough^ it seemed that 
the dogs did not by any means admire the introduc* 
tion of ^^ Chance " into their domains. By-the>bye, 
I have not yet introduced him, and as he has done 
me good service, it would be a gross injustice not to 
draw his portrait. 

I became acquainted wiA him in Adelaide, yrhsxB 
he was being unmercifully mauled by sundry street- 
ours, in consequence I suppoee of his being a total 
stranger; perhaps also, because they were a littiie 
jealous of the ornament he had round his neck, neither 
more or less dian a piece of chain attached to a boat's 
ruUock; from wluch I&ncied him to be some ship 
dog left in a boat as a guard, who, getting hungry or 
restless, managed to get loose and was next lost. Be 
that as it may, my sympathies were aroused, and by 
the vigorous use of a stick I had in my hand, I 
succeeded in driving the bullies off and leaving my 
friend in peace : much to my nirprise, he immediately 
attached himself to me and followed close to my heels^ 
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every look of his eyes, every wag of liis tail, saying 
^ I mean to stick to you." I was well-laughed at on 
getting back with my acquisition, but malgre taut, 
I formerly adopted him and christened him '^ Chance " ; 
and a good chance I have ever considered it that I 
found him. 

He is rather a yellow tinge, strong as a young tiger, 
and^ually determined and fierce. His gripe is like 
that of a vice, and I have never yet known him turn 
tail at anything^ and now that the dogs in and round 
the hut were clamorously entering their protest at the 
addition to their number, Chance stood by my side, 
head a little down, tail up and teeth displayed quite 
"ready" as the hut-keeper declared. A few well- 
applied lashes with a heavy whip quickly restored 
peace, and seating ourselves, we were speedily engaged 
in taking off the rough edge of our appetites, which 
had been considerably sharpened by a walk of five to 
six hours that morning. 

In conversation we mentioned our desire of taking 
service, myself as a labourer, little H as a shep- 
herd, and M— , finding it would be difficult to get 
employed on a farm as first desired, determined also to 
engage as a Jack-of-all-trades, if possible — herdsman, 
hut-keeper, and gardener. We laughed heartily at 
his xesolve, but he persevered in it, and carried it out. 
After several days' delay in making arrangements, 

&c., it was finally arranged that M and myself 

ahould join the party with whom we were stopping, to 
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recrire 28/. per annum eaefa; with a weekly allowance 
of 10 Ibt. neat; 10 IImu flour, 2 lbs. sagar, | lb. tea, 
2 HZ. of tobacco, each, Meaotiiney H— - had en- 
tared into an ag^reement to senre as a shepherd in the 
neighbourhood (about twenty or twenty-five miies dis- 
tant), but he receives 301. per annum, rations being the 
eame. On entering service we frankly told our em- 
ployer we knew nothing of cattle ot sheep, and were 
told in reply, so much the better; in answer to our 
fitatement, that we coxM ride but little, we were told 
with a laugh we should soon learn. As there were a 
large number of cattle, we had a considerable number 
of hands employed, two being always left at home to 
keep all safe. W— ^ and myself, therefore, arranged 
that we should go out alternately, so that eadli should 
have a faiir share of work, experience, and amusement. 
Horses were allotted to each, but no saddle was to be 
had until the next supplies came up the country. 
However, a shift was made, and the next day I made 
my debut. Attaching mjrsdf to one of the men, with 
whom I was more pleased than the otha*8, we started 
off at daylight at a stretching gallop, which sorely 
tried my nenres, a&d I soon found from the gay laugh 
that was &e only reply I could obtain to my pcayer 
£ir a halt, that initiation into the mystoies of riding 
had commenced. Throughout thai day we were almost 
eonstantly in motion roand the herds, keeping them 
togedier and ia good pasturage, oare being tskea to 
avoid driving them moite than wis absolutely neces- 

Digitized by VjOOV IC 



60 BUSH HORSBMANSHIP. 

sarj. Sverj now and then some wild youngster oi 
the herd would throw up bis head and .tail; and 
away went we, helter-skelter^ after him — he must 
be headed and driven back ; but still take care. Ah ! 
I thought so 'y down goes his head, and with a vicious 
bellow he charges the bold man who dares to bar his 
path; a touch on the rein, and the well-trained. steed 
swerves aside, whilst the heavy-thonged whip de- 
scends with a crack hke a pistol on BuUee's side or 
head. A second time he is headed, and now he turns 
back to the herd, a lash across the flank making him 
bellow and bound forward as nimbly as he before had 
rushed the other way. In one of these episodes, the 
excitement of which well nigh made me forget the 
martyrdom I was suffering, the beast which had 
separated from the herd suddenly turned at right- 
angles in its course, and charged at me like a thunder- 
bolt. He was a fine bull, nearly all black, and as^ 
with flashing eyes, and foam on his lip, and broad chesty 
he dashed at me, he looked a noble animal. I did 
not think so at the moment, however, for, swerving 
my horse on one side, he started somewhat abruptly^ 
and I went flying over his head, — ^another moment and 
I should have been in the air or beneath the bull's 
feet, when, like a shot, one of the men went over me 
at a stride, and as his whip descended with the full 
swing of his arm, I saw the brute wince and turn 
away. One second more and I was again in the saddle ; 
whilst laugh, jest, and quip ran round at my tumble* 
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On gaining our huts in the eveningi we found our 
meal ready for us — beef and mutton-chops and steaks 
fned — damper and tea, and could I have found any 
position in which I could have partaken of my meal 
with ease, I should have been happy. But, alas, no ! 
neither sitting, standing, squatting, lying, nor kneeling 
was practicable long; I tried each, but my bones 
ached, and sore, sere was my flesh after that day's 
ride. My mistakes and mishaps afforded the themes 
for that night's gossip over our tea and pipes, and 
merrily and happily did the hours fly by, until it was 
time for ^^ snoozing." A watch was stationed and the 
dogs fastened round, as the dingoes, or wild dogs, 
destroy great numbers of the young calves, and will even 
enter the enclosure in which they are penned, in spite 
even of the dams, dogs, or watchmen. Although roused 
several times by the clamorous barking of the dogs, 
yet the night passed off without any disaster, and the 
next morning, after preparing breakfast, the parties 
started, leaving myself and the hut-man at home. 

I had resolved to make my horse as much my friend 
as possible ; and in order to teach him to know me and 
obey my voice, I had tethered, or rather picketed him, 
about twenty yards from the front of the hut, and as I 
passed about, kept speaking to him and occasionally 
giving him something to eat. He was half wild, and 
did not at all like my approaching him, making use 
of his heels occasionally in a way which rendered it a 
matter of consideration how to get within reach^ wbioh^ 
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howerery I noir and then did; smoothing pcai careBsing 
hiflB. 

Whilst thiiB empbyed; towards mid-daj my ooia« 
poaion suddenly made a dart towards the stock- 
yard; with the ejaculation of ^^ By Joye ! there's a 
dmgoe;" and sure enough, a moment afterwards awaj 
bawled the gentleman^ heading for some bush abost 
a mUe distant. ^' Ho ! Chance, ho ! after him, my 
hey !" One second sufficed to tear the picket from the 
gvmind; I foigot my stifhess, my pain, my aches, 
driving my heeb against my good steed's sides; 
away we went as for dear life^ the dingoe making 
tot the bush as hard as he could tear along. Chance 
ait his heels like grim death, myself in the rear^ bare- 
headed and without saddle, bridle, spurs, or whip. 
^Ho! Chance, ho! a hundred yards more and he 
is your own, brare dog, hie on ! hie on ! " 

The next moment my horse stretched oat to <:lear 
a small chasm which I had not noticed, so intent 
was I on the dingoe; and barely keeping my seat 
as he rose, I verily thought I was in pieces when he 
Ijpsded. But never mind; '^Bush forward! On! 
CSumee, on ! pull him down, brave dog." The 
dingoe turns ; now for the tug of war ; not so-— the 
cowardly brute lies down on its back, and Chance 
panting, stands over it, gazing with astonishment and 
ooQteBipt. I sprang down to lash it up; but as the 
dog turaed to lick my hand, Master Dingoe thought 
He wvuld make off. Vain hope, he had scarcely run 
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a yard bet&re the dog was upon Mm, one nip aeross 
the loinS; a crj^ and an angry grovl^ and the robber 
was defiinct; while Chance^ bounding and gamboling 
round, daimed t^ianks £rom me by his noisy cries. 
I patted Ukd caressed him, then seming the dead 
animal, leaped on to my horse, and gaHoped back to 
the hots; Oh! that gbrions run; many a teanag 
gallop hare I had smce then, but that short £ve 
minutes, with boilkg blood, on my hose's bare aeeki 
made me a horseman. Strange, too, from that tmw 
my h<Hne, which a moment brfore had lashed out at 
me with his heels, see«»d to recognise me, whin- 
nied as I gaye him food or caressed him, and howerer 
distant, a whistle <»r a word, if it but caught hiiB ear, 
brought him at full speed to my side. 

Thus passed our days in wild gallops after wild 
cattle, or wilder dingoes; sometimea a kangaroo 
showed itsdf, and then I am afraid the cattle were 
fi)r the time forgotten, as at headlong speed we 
endeavoured to ride it down. Sometimes with a gua, 
of which seyeral of us could boast possession, we 
would add gaudily clothed parrcxt^ blue birds, and 
other winged inhabitants of the bush, to our rardy 
varied meals* Sometimes an opossum (not mvek 
rdished) or a kangaroo appeared on our table, and 
at night the wild tale, the m«rry song, or the riddle, 
would beguile the long hours. 

Among the things we had left behind in Addsode, 
were a number of bodu and magaanes^ and on join- 
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ing we had sent word down so that thej might come 
up with the next waggon -load of provisions, ' <i^c. 
These I read aloud as long as they lasted, and many 
a long and serious argument took place from the 
fiicts or fictions which thus were brought under the 
notice of my companions. When we had read ^11 
these and discussed them thoroughly, it struck me 
that, instead of reading them aloud again as had been 
purposed, W and myself could find in our me- 
mories a goodly stock of novels, of which, if we could 
carry on the story in a consecutive manner, we could 
at least find materials for many a long evening. Mj 
proposal was hailed with acclamations, and througli 
the long evenings of nearly three years which we 
spent there, most of the novels of Scott, James, Mar- 
ryat, Bulwer, Cooper, and others, were retailed for 
their amusement, whilst neighbouring shepherds and 
drivers have ridden ten and twelve miles to spend 
a few hours, listen to the story, afterwards wending 
back their weary way cheerfully and contented. 

About three months after we joined, we had a 
cattle-branding, which I will describe as a specimen 
of some scores at which I have subsequently assisted. 
Our cattle, being most of them old hands, did not 
require driving home like newly bought ones,^which 
for some time after changing masters require cou 
stant care and watchfulness to prevent them start- 
ing off for their old run. ' In consequence of beings 
less closely watched, ours, though all near at hand. 
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were somewhat wild^ and we knew we shoidd have 
a job in getting them together. All hands from the 
stations and runs around were therefore called upon 
for their assistance, which is always cheerfully ren- 
dered, as each master in turn requires the same 
accommodation. On the appointed morning then 
we mustered tw^ty-seven hands, all good men and 
true, and mounting, we dashed off, describing a large 
circle in order to bring all our herds in at once. 
After several hours the various lots were seen tend- 
ing towards the common centre, the stock-yard. 

This said yard, I should inform you, is a species of 
pounds constructed of course with reference to your 
requirements, with gear for slaughtering, branding, 
<S;c. We had two, at some distance apart, and divid- 
ing the herd, a portion was headed toward each* 
Now commenced the tug of war — no force, no per* 
suasion would induce many of them to pass the gates; 
they seemed to anticipate what was to follow ; the re- 
fractory would one moment dash off at full speed hoping 
to escape, charging everything that came in their 
way. Frustrated in that, one. would dodge into .the 
other parcel of cattle, and commence his pranks afresh 
there, whilst not a few of them, after several trials, 
lay down on the ground, and nothing but severe 
lashing would make the cunning brutes rise. At last 
they were all enclosed. Near the gates sat two of 
the older stockmen with the description-books, enter- 
ing the written portraits of all the youngsters we had 
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to mark. The braading-iroiis are of yanous sorts- 
Some owners are content with inittab, others ha^o 
a fancy fcur crosses, stars, <&c., and some make nse 
of most tminielligible hierogiypfaics, and for no better 
reason than that the brand shonld not be imitated. 
Little good if it were, fcnr sndi marks are always 
obscure, and the master at brander himself ooidd 
seldom swear to his stock. The branding^-ircRis are 
attached to a kmg handle to avoid injury to the 
operatcnr's hands, and when heated to redness are 
applied to the flank or sometimes the shoulder ; the 
latter is, however, in my opinion a dangerons plan. 
The cattle are lassoed and thrown down if fnll grown^ 
or manifesting anything Uke a tartar spirit, but the 
calves are merely hanled close to the stockadii^ and 
then marked whibt standing* This job lasted us 
for some hours amidst shouts and laughter; one 
moment an unruly beast resisting all efforts to catch 
the head in the noosed rope, or when caught and 
branded, making every one near fly from his frantic 
rage, the scampering men rolling over the rails in 
their haste to esci^. What with blunders and 
narrow escapes from accident, peals of laughter, thd 
hoarse bellowing of the caged cattle, and the shouts 
of those standiztg around volunteering advice and help, 
which served to render the '^ confrision worse con- 
founded," such a scene can be but faintly described; 
to be app^redated it should be seen. 
After the branding had been completed, a jovial 
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feast was prepared for all hands. Beef and mniton*— ^ 
salt and fresh, roast and boiled — ^were placed upon 
the planks which did duty for table, accompanied 
by regetables from onr garden; damper, and tea in 
large pots; and, after the inward man had been 
satisfied, tobacco in plenty. Fresh tea was brewed, 
pipes were lighted and relighted, and songs, and 
stories, and jests went round until it was tone to 
break np. 

Oecaabnally this monotonous yet stirring life was 
varied by a visit to the neighbouring' stations, or by 
a snudi party at home, and thus were passed two 
years of onr timo, when we considered we wore 
suffidratly vsfsed in catde and sheep breeding to 
start boldly on our own aeconnt; but the old herd** 
man, or overseer, strongly advised us rather to enter 
into some agreement with the gentleman on whose 
run we were employed, so that we might occupy 
a portion of it with cattle we might pnrdiaae, either 
by payment of a small rent or by acting as assistants 
in return for the accommodation we received. Deem*- 
ing this advice too good to bo rejected, M-*— - was 
despatched next day to make all necessary arrange- 
ments. A seccmd good hint had been given us by 
our eld friend, Ihat a bill was as good, or nearly so, 

as hard cash when the endorser was known. M 

was told to bear this in mind, and, as may be sup* 
posed, sage were the councils and advices he that 
night received ; though little H*— somewhat marred 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



68 BUSH COSTUME. 

the solemnitj of the parting exhortation by advising 

M to cut off a few feet of his hair and a few 

inches of his moustaches. There was a great deal of 
truth in the observation, for barbers are scarce in the 
bush, and none of us had either time or inclination 
to care much about his toilet. A profusion of hair, 
whiskers, beard, and moustache, was therefore to be 
seen on each face, only trimmed sufficiently close 
with a pair of scissors or shears as not to interfere 
with the functions of eating or drinking ; altogether, 
our wild appearance would have enabled us to pass 
dther as Robinson Crusoe or one di ^^ La Jeufie 
Franeej^ and we oflien laughed to &ncy the looks 
of astonishment and dismay which would greet our 
appearance at the west-end of London, whilst many 
were the expressions of doubt and wonder as to 
whether our best friends would recognize our browned 
and hau>oovered visages. 

It was decided to send M down in consequence 

of the money at Adelaide having been paid in to his 
ame ; and as we &ncy he is also the coolest head 
of the party, it was doubly our object for him to go. 
He started off the next morning, and only those who 
have undergone the trial, can appreciate the feelings 
of anxiety and suspense to which we were the victims, 
until his return about a fortnight afterwards. We 
knew well he would waste but little time when he 
reached Adelaide in settling matters, but a thousand 
chances worried our minds after he had fairly set out : 
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he might lose his way 5 mig-ht be thrown from his 
horse; be taken ill; and what could he do then^ or 
we either? Such was the state of our minds for 
some time ; and the only way I could find to relieve 
myself was by violent and continuous action. I was 
in the saddle the whole day^ skirting the run at full 
speed on the look-out for stray cattle^ and in the 
excitement of the rapid motion^ and the care required 
to avoid holes and the trunks of fallen trees^ I in 
some degree lost my feelings of anxiety for my absent 
friend. 

One morning/ however/ whilst about a mile from 
our hut^ I heard my name vociferated by H— — , 
who the next moment came at a full run towards 
me without hat or coat; his hair flying loose and 
looking like a wild man. ^^ Hurrah! he's back^ and 
he's all right; and has not been ill ; and; what is more, 
he looks respectable; for he has not an atom of haii* on 
his face now." I could not refrain from laughing; 
though my spurs were in my steed's side in a second 
as I made him spring forward towards the huts. It 
was a merry meeting; for nearly thred years we had 
been constantly together; and use being second nature, 
we missed each other wofiilly; though but separated 
for a few days. 

It occupied us but a short time to spread our rude 
table; and; after he had satisfied his hunger; we 
lighted our pipeS; albeit early in the day, and squatted 
down to hear his report. He had arrived at Adelaide 
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sftfelj enongfa^ and at once proceeded to the residence 
of one of the gentlemen to whom we had been ia- 
debted for the advice which had determined our 
mode of procedure upon oar first arrivaL He had 
abeadj been amnsed to see the people stare at him, 
accustomed as thej were to see the graziers, Ac.^ 
come down from the bnsh, bat on inqoiring of the 

servant for Mr. , he fanist fiairly into a laugh 

at the woman's look of amazement, and his mernment 
was not lessened b j the sorprise of the worth j gen- 
tleman and his family, who entirely failed to recollect 
him. On making himself known, however, he was 
most warmly welcomed, and every assistance ten- 
dered him to carry forward the views with whidt 
he had come down. Taking the precaution in the 
first place, however, to divest his fiice of the greater 
part of its hirsute covering, he proceeded with €fox 

kind fiiend to see Mr. (the owner of the nm 

at which we were), and on making known to him 
our views and wishes, he was met vrith the utmost 
cordiality and kindness. A short time sufficed to 
arrange matters, and it was agreed that we might 
have 200 head of cattle at 2L 6$. per head, and the 
use of the nm for six months, it being understood 
that we assisted in the tending his herds as well as 
our own; the payment to be made by two bills, the 
half at six months, and the second half at twdlve 
months after date. At the same time he ofiFered 
to let us have 500 head at the same rate, or even at 
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an extended credit if tholiglit fit. This, howevar^ 

did not suifc our viewfl, and M therefore declined 

it. The &ct is, that a man maj here always obtain 
good credit if he be known to be sober and indos- 
trions, and if, as in our case, he be known to possess 
a few hundreds in either of the banks, he maj obtain 
credit to at least double the amount, and on most 
adrantageous terms. 

This agreement having been made, M— - drew 
out a couple of bills, which having duly executed, he 
handed over to the seller, receiving in return an order 
to the overseer to deliver two hundred head of selected 
cattle to be allowed to remain upon the run for the 
space of six calendar months from that date ; and so 
behold U3 fairly launched into the Australian world 
as cattle holders on our own account. The next 

three days were employed by M in attending at 

various places where he thought it likely he might meet 
with fine cattle, in which at length he proved suc- 
cessful, purchasing two splendid young bulls, colonial 
bred from a Durham sire, for thirteen pounds paid 
down ; these he had brought up with him, not deem- 
ing it worth while either to run the risk, cor go to the 
expense of hiring a man for the purpose, and as he 
bad no Airther occasion to remain, he started next day 
with his purchase, first entering into arrangements 
with persons in the town to send down sach cattle, 
<&c., as we might desire to dispose of, to them lor sale, 
as they could best ii»nage. Such was the substaaee 
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of our crony's tale. After thanking and praising him, 
and admiring the two splendid brutes he had brought 
up with so much trouble, we sat ourselves down with 
joy and pride in our hearts that we had at length 
thrown off the yoke of servitude, which, lightly as it 
sat upon our necks, still forcibly on occasions recalled 
itself to our minds ; still were we thankful that we had 
persevered in our determination, for now with know* 
ledge and increased capital, we started in a fair race, 
equal to any of our competitors and with nothing to 
fear; strong and energetic in our union, the weak- 
ness of one counterbalanced by the strength of another, 
like the old fable of the bundle of sticks. We felt 
that united we were a match for, and superior to, all 
opposition or trials, and that proving true to ourselves 
a straight road of success and happiness lay open to 
us, and we firmly resolved, ^^coute qui coute^^ that 
success should be attained. 

The next question was the selection of our cattle ; 
and as the branding gathering, &c.,* would soon take 
place, we resolved to wait until that time, and select 

our animals as they were driven in. M had ordered 

a set of brands to be made and transmitted by the 
drags which were to arrive previous to our . branding 
the young yearlings, so that we should be thus all 
prepared at the proper time; our brand was a circle 
with our three initials. 

A second source of care still remained, and that 
was the selection of a run for our cattle by the tune 
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our tenancy expired^ as we were well aware we could 
scarcely expect to remain after that time even at a 
money rent, as at particular seasons the pasturage was 
but little more than a bare suflBiciency for the owner's 
hetda. It was a subject of long consideration and 
debate among us, especially as we well knew there 
was nothing for sixty or seventy miles round which 
would, suit us, and it was absolutely necessary that 
one or other of us should personally view the grounds 
about, before we took up the run. As the presence of 
all three was not required at the branding it was 
finally resolved that I should be the travelling member 
of the firm, and should start at once in quest of eligible 
ground and water for our beasts, and that in the event 
of finding such a place, I should at once proceed to 
make sure of it. 

We had bargained with Mr, — for the purchase 
of the horses we had been in the habit of ridmg, ob- 
taining the three for the sum of thirty-six pounds ; 
so seeing that my old companion was in good trim for 
a journey, I resolved to start next morning with old 
" Chance" and his son " Beauty " — this latter was, if 
possible, uglier than his &ther ; still he was staunch 
as steel and a favourite with us all. My instructions 
were to find, if possible^ a run with a good constant 
supply of water, either by pools or stream, as near as 
possible to the roads and to the towns, and as little 
infested with " scrub" or dense imderwood as might be ; 
of course trees were wanted for shade, if they could be 
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met with. All these pointe were to be fiillj eoasdered^ 
and as good an average attained as the land I should 
fall in with would allow. 

The next daj I accordingly took mj departure^ and 
as it was quite possible I might have to camp out^ I 
took good care to carry with me a small store of salt 
meat and damper^ as well as good store of aaunimition 
—being armed to the teeth in case of a rencontre with 
a strong native or bushranger; either of whom is in* 
dined to be civil to a man with a loaded piece in his 
hand. Knowing that it was of no use attempting to 
procure land to the westward^ I started off in an 
easterly direction, intending to cross the Murray on 
its upper stream, and then seek through the eountiy 
down towards the coast, trusting much to be aUe to 
obtain information of anything worth having at the 
shepherds' hats in the course of my journey; cir- 
cumstances which happened induced me, however, 
slightly to change my route, and well was my search 
rewarded by such a change. 

As I had e^Mcted, I found that I should have to 
make myself as happy and comfortable as I could in 
the open air for the night, and continued forward in 
the approaching gloom merely to look out for a* 
oom£Mrtable-looking spot. This I was not long in 
finding; when, unsaddling my honse and pidketing' 
kim where he was sheltered and had plenty of good 
herbage, I set to w<Brk lighting a large fire under the 
lee of aone thick scrub, which sheltered me from the 
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draught of the night-air which was gently sighing 
ftround. A little tin pot soon procured me some tea^ 
and making a hearty meal; I lighted my pipe and was 
soon lost in deep reveries } at one time recalling dear 
old England and the friends I had left there^ and then 
running over the events of my life here. 

From these thoughts I was recalled by the fierce 
barking of the two dogs, who, springing from their 
cosy berth close to the embers of the burning wood, 
were now dashing about the edge of the bush threaten- 
ing some one or some thing within. Thinking some ^ 
of the natives might 1)0 trying to come upon me un- 
awares, I rapidly cocked and levelled my piece at a 
spot where the rustling of branches and leaves plainly 
pointed out the presence of a living object, singing 
out that I "should fire if no one made his appear- 
ance." 

" Gall off these confoimded dogs, then," exclaimed 
a rough voice, and bringing them to my side by a 
whistle, the thick underwood was pushed aside by a 
couple of rough looking men, whom I at once set 
down as escaped prisoners. As I, however, did not 
wish actually to know this to be a fact, I stopped the 
elder man of the two, who was about to explain 
matters, and telling him that I never had been a 
curious man, I proffered them a share in what re- 
mained of my salt meat and damper, which was 
accepted and demolished with an alacrity that spoke 
volumes for the hunger they must have been enduring. 

E 
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GiTiag them some tobacco diay were speedily in the 
seventh heaven of happiness. I soon learned from thei 
odds and ends of their converse that they must have 
serambled through forest and scrub, ov^ mountain 
and waste and barroi sands^ for nearly five hundred 
miles (even allowing they had progressed in a straight 
line)^ for they mentiimed having crossed the Liverpool 
range and the course of the Macquarie. They in* 
tended, they said, to get employed near Adelaide until 
an oppcNTtunity cffered to return to England, as they 
, " WWB qmte tired qf this cotmtryJ' 

Learning the olg'ect for which I was wandering 
about, they advised me to keep to nearly a due easteriy 
course, if anything, slightly tending to the southward, 
towards the track between Sydney and Melbourne^ 
aamring me I should meet good pasture-land and 
water, though in many places heavily timbered. After 
chatting some time, one of th^sa heaped fresh wood 
on the fire, and we then dispersed ourselves to slecq^--* 
a sign Gxat calling old ^^ Chance" to my side, where 
he lay all night. Before day -^ break, howev^, my 
strange acquaintances were afoot, and warmly thanking 
me and bidding me God-speedy departed in a directitm 
to cross the Murray and towards Adelaide. 

I felt very doubtful as to proceeding as they had 
advised me, inasmuch as the distance was so great; 
but if the land were such as they described, and near 
the Melbourne road, the advantages would have mme 
than counterbalanced the inconveniences. Beasonii^ 
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thus^ I determined at once to strike off in the direction 
indicated, making all speed to satisfy myself of the 
truth or falsity of their representations. My jonmey 
lay through a low, bushy country, with dumps of 
gaunt gum-trees scattered here and there. I had to 
pass several ravines and gnllies; and in one place I 
crossed the bed of what, in the rains, would be a con- 
siderable stream, running into the Murray, but now 
% succession of small pools. The banks had a most 
beautiful appearance, — a thick belt of shrubs, inter- 
mingled with a species of ivy, whose small, dark,* 
shining leaves formed a beautiful contrast with the 
other colours of the surrounding foliage. I had hard 
woik, however, to get through, as this same ivy 
bound up the whole of the shrubs- into one tangled 
mass ; and, in ascending the bank, I had fairly to cut 
a way through. 

The same country, covered with low bushes, clumps 
of wretched-looking trees, and here and there a slight 
eminence of stones, lay befere me as far as I could see. 
It was at once apparent that it was of no use driving 
my horse so hard, for that ^^ camp out" must be the 
order of the day (or TK&st night) again. The dogs 
had been snapping at kangaroo-rats at frequent in- 
tervals, so that I bad no fear as to their being in good 
condition ; but it struck me, if I should again have a 
couple of visitors at my night's bivouac, I should be 
nmning short of my next day's fare. However, no 
such event happened, and by my solitary fire I sat 
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gmoking and sleeping through the long night; till; as 
the faint gleams of morning shot along the horizon^ 
I hlew up the fire, and fortifying myself for my 
onward journey^ I mounted^ and again travelled for- 
ward. 

My progress, from the nature of the country, had 
necessarily heen comparatively slow, so that after 
pushing on imtil after mid-day, I began to imagine I 
must have deviated considerably from my line of 
march, as before this I had calculated on striking 
the Murrumbidgee ; it was nearly evening, however, 
before I came upon the bank, and glad was I to see 
the waters shining in front of me, as I pushed through 
the tangled undergrowth of shrubs along the course 
of the stream. At the spot where I struck it, there 
was a tolerable body of water, the stream forming a 
kind of sheltered reach, which in the times of drought 
Ss, I doubt not, one of the large ponds or lakes 
which are the only indications of the course of an 
Australian river at such periods. Not feeling dis- 
posed to hunt along the bank for a naiTOwer spot, 
especially as evening was rapidly drawing on, and I 
was almost certain to meet with some station or other 
near at hand, I spurred my horse in, and half 
wading, half swimming, we passed over : the cool, 
refreshing feel of the water relieving me of some part 
of the fatigue which I felt. I speedily perceived indi- 
cations of man's presence, both on the opposite bank, 
and in the country itself; and after riding about a 
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mile forward, the welcome sight of a large sheep-fold 
and hut gave me assui'ance of a comfortable meal. 
The dogs speedily catching sight of me, commenced 
their noisy salute, to which " Chance" and " Beauty" 
as promptly replied. Riding up to the door, I was iat 
once welcomed by the two inmates ; and, first paying 
due attention to my horse, I entered, and was soon 
lost in the agreeable duty of demolishing mutton- 
steaks, and damper, and tea, all steaming hot. Sitting 
round the fire afterwards, I learned that the advice I 
had received from the two runaways was tnie in all 
its bearings, the land about being good for pasturage^ 
with a sufficiency of water, and in many places good 
cover of trees scattered here and there. 

Their hut was one of the out-stations of the run, and 
they had been there for about five weeks, but expected 
to be shortly relieved, though they did not seem to 
dislike their lonely life. They had been, they said, 
very fortunate in not having lost a single sheep 
during the time they had been there, though on fre- 
quent occasions the dingoes had been close to the 
spot, the dogs alone preventing their attacking the 
flocks. If I wanted a good run, they advised me to 
locate in some part of the space between the Murrum* 
bidgee and Murray, a very great portion being, good 
plains, intersected by creeks and pools. Towards the 
northern, or rather north-east portion, the ground was 
broken, and heavily wooded, though good pasture was 
to be obtained } the vicinity of the hills, as a general 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



70 BARGAIN FOR A RUK. 

thinly affording a oertamty of water in the small 
ravines and pools. 

Chatting over these and similar matters^ the time 
passed on^ imtil the ond whose turn it was to watch, 
took possession of a kind of l)ox lying ontside, dozing 
in which, with all the dogs on the alert for dingoe or 
stranger^ he passed away the night. His com^paiu^ 
and myself still sat smoking and talking of home, tiU 
&tigue admonished iis to wrap ourselires up and lib 
down to sleep. 

Next day, I again started onward, 'receiving direc- 
tions as to how th^ statioiis lay, and also which were 
the unlocated spots. I was, however, spared much 
trouble, travel, and anxiety, by meeting, two day* 
afterwards, at one of the large squatting stations, the 
sheep-owner who had taken the whole of the immense 
run upon which I had been travelling. Knowing the 
errand upon which I had come down, he offered me 
the use of his land (provided his own immediate flocks 
and herds were not interfered with), at the rate of 
twopence per head per annuuL This proposition I at * 
dnce closed with, it being agreed that our cattle were 
to be considered as equally free with his own stock to 
traverse any part of the run. I thus obtained the use 
and advantages of an immense space of land for the 
Same sum that we should have paid for a very snuill 
one. 

The next three or four days I employed in ridings 
over the country, in various directions ; and pleased as 
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I had been at first, I was eren more 00 after a doaer 
exanunation had diown me the capabilities and extent 
of the pasturage arocmd. Li ecmseqnenoe I suppose of 
the creeks and rivers keeping the country tolerably 
mmst (I am speaking of Australia), the herbage waa 
mndi doeer than I hare before seen it, the prevailing 
character of the grass which had hitherto come under 
m J observation, having been somewhat scant, so that 
the groond was plaiidy visiUe between the blades; 
here, however, it was much doeer, and in spots 
formed dumps as close as our meadow swards in 
England. The apfde-traes -(so called) were scattered 
in small dumps; «id some other trees, whose name I 
do not know, were also sparely scattered over the 
landscape, the green of the leaves looking doaUy 
beautiM in my eyes, from the contrast with the 
wretched gum trees wiA €he etripes of bark dependmg 
around ^m, which I had hitherto been in the habit 
of seeing aroond me. It was then, and still is, a 
matter of some surprise to me, thatno farming has yet 
been carried on in this locality, for I fed sure tiie land 
wottldanq>ly repay the labour and expense; and when 
the ooontry is more densdy populated, it will become 
one of the granaries of tin whole continent : its great 
disadvantage at present is, of course, its distance from 
either of the capitals; but as the stream of population 
flows upwards, the roads will become good, and the 
produoe of this part of the country find a ready 
market and sale. 
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After having thus made my arrangements; I thought 
it high time to start for home^ as I well knew M— 

and H would he anxiously expecting to hear as to 

my success, or otherwise ; and as we were in first-* 
rate travelling trim, I resolved to push on as fast 
as possible, which, knowing the road, I could now 
safely do. 

I turned my face towards home at once, starting in 
the early morning; and as at a stretching gallop (our 
usual pace here) we fljBw over the ground, I felt that 
with health and all the prospect of success in life, I 
had done a wise thing in leaving England, and trust-» 
ing to the rough, primitive life of the bush for greater 
comfort and happiness than I had a chance of pos- 
sessing before. 

Onward I pressed, taking the precaution, however, 
of learning from one of the men on the run, where I 
could pass the river without dashing in as I had done 
on my arrival; and passing over comfortably, I urged 
my course still on, as fast as I could go with due 
jpegard to my steed's legs. My homeward path was 
quiet and peaceable enough^ the only things I saw 
being an occasional kangaroo, whose head would be 
popped up to reconnoitre me, and then, astonished 
rather than alarmed at the sight of myself and dogs, 
a bound would carry him yards forward, perhaps to 
stop and gaze again. I could have shot several, but 
they were of no use to me, situated as I was, and the 
<iogs could generally snap the small species called 
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kangaroo rats^ in sufficient quantities to appease their 
appetites; the larger ones thus escaped unscathed- 
more than they would have done had a station be^n 
within half a dozen miles of the place where I saw 
them. 

Throughout the whole course of my route, I had 
been careAil to notice all the peculiarities of the 
way, and also the quaUty and quantity of the herbage, 
as I calculated on bringing our cattle the same way I 
had come, being, with but trifling variation, a straight 
line. My great trouble was, that-for nearly seventy to 
eighty miles before reaching the Murrumbidgee, there 
was scarcely any water except in a few pools, which 
would not supply one-half our stock : wherever I saw 
any indication of water, therefore, I dashed off to 
examine the spots, and thus, though I found many 
small water-ponds, I could plainly see that a portion 
at least would have to keep to the southward of my 
course in order to procure the necessary supply of the 
precious fluid; the rest could pass along the direct 
route, and meet the remainder on the other side of the 
river. This, however, would double the length of that 
portion of the journey, for that part of the stock which 
would keep to the southward; and an addition of 
seventy miles in a country where there is much scrub, 
is alike harassing to the stock and its drivers. 

I reached our old place late on the eighth day 
since I left the spot I had fixed on for our run, for I 
had been obliged to be careful of pushing my horse 
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too hard; as he had beccnne a good deal distressed bj 
my frequeat exeorskms into the brush after water. 
My arrival was hailed, as may be believed, with bud 
acclamations of pleasure ; and scarcely could I ckt^m 
time to eat, so many and so eager were the questaons 
asked. At length, having satisfied myself, I proceeded 
to satisfy them, and had the pleasare of finding ail 
my measures approved, not only by my colleagiies, 
but also by the old and experienced bands around. 
In return I was told that it had been lield advisaUe 
to increase our stodc, as three of us could easily 
manage treble the number we possessed. My oaoaeat 
being, of course, immediatdy given, the purekase of 
240 head, which had been already selected, was at 

once concluded by M ^ mskmg our total irambw 

440 beasts. 

As none of us felt^much inclined to be hutkeeper, we 
concluded an agreement with one of the men on the 
run, whose time wns up, to accompany us in tint 
capacity, receiving S52. per annum and his raticms. 
This being settled, the question arose as to taking &e 
animals down to our station; and, after many fnm 

and eons J we resolved that M and the hutkeepe^ 

diould keep to the course of the stream, where they 
were sure to find water, with 800 head ; whilst H - ■ ■ 
and myself should push forward with the remainder, 
and commence proceedings in our new location; and 
as the herbage was now in good condition, we ve* 
solved to start off as soon as possible, notwithstanding^ 
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the loss of the grazing for the six months^ as previously 

agreed on between M and our old master and 

friend^ Mr. — . 

Some time was necessanlj lost in making yarious 
arrangements, and also in determining which were to 
be the beasts to go sloag the upper route, the 
strongest, of course, being selected for that purpose, 
as it was most probable that they would be somewhat 
distressed by the time we strack the Murrumbidgee. 
Having determined on th^ division of our forces, as 
I have told you, we got the cattle together ; and all 
of them having now received our branding marks 
and been entered in our stock book, we separated 
them into two herds, and j»*epared to start, confident 
that, bred as they had been on the same run, they 
would not stray far unless the whole body went adrSib, 
and that would cause us little trouble, a large body 
being easily traced. 

On the next morning we started, bidding adieu, 
with regret, to the companions with whom we had 
so long been associated; neariy two years and a 
quarter having now elapsed since we first made our 
appearance tibere fi-esh from Adelaide. However, we 
were not the first who had left the place, starting in 
the world ; and vrith bright prospects before us, we 
drove off the slight gloom ever attached to a parting 

scene. H and myself were the ones starting 

now, it being considered advisable to drive off our lot 
clear before the others passed, so that M and the 
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man did not leave till next day. Our progress 
was uninteresting enough — slowly passing through the 
country I have already described, seldom, exceeding 
a walk, and camping at night near one of the water- 
pools for the benefit of our chM'ge, one always on 
the alert with the dogs, and his arms ready to be used 
at a moment's notice — he towards dawn rousing up 
his companion in order to obtain a snooze before start- 
ing. Such for nine days was our life: sometimes, 
provokingly enough, the animals would scarcely move 
along at all, and ten or twelve miles was a good day's 
work under such circumstances. The last three days, 
however, we were compelled to press them forward, as 
I was well aware they would otherwise get no water ; 
and, rambling at night, probably would be lost; or, 
being tired out, become a prey to the dingoes. The 
last day I began almost to despair, for the greater 
part of them were nearly done up with a long day's 
march and but a scanty supply of water the previous 
days ; our horses, too, showed signs of flagging. It 
would not do, however, to give up; and we still kept 
pressmg the poor brutes as much as we dared. On a 
sudden they voluntarily quickened their pace, evidently 
conscious that there was a stream ahead, and though 
still at a considerable distance, they carried on their 
increased speed until the long wished-for element was 
at hand. A task of no ordinary difficulty now pre- 
sented itself: the bank was steep, and covered with 
tangled bushes and underwood ; and as the water was 
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in plenty below, we feared lest any of tlie animals 
falling should be lost. Eiding between the bank and 
the herd, we contrived, by the aid of our good dogs 
and the lavish use of heavy-thonged whips, to direct 
^Ijg^e course towai*ds a part of the stream where the 
bank was low and sandy, though the brushwood was 
quite as thick, perhaps even more so, than above. 
Cutting a way through for the leading members of 
our bovine family, those who followed speedily widened 
the passage, and their noses were soon buried in the 
welcome fluid. As we had resolved not to pass over 
till the next day, we headed back the herd; and 
making such rough arrangements as we could contrive 
to prevent their straying to the stream and crossing, 
we prepared to pass the night; the whole of the 
animals, to our great delight, making play upon the 
scattered herbage and shrubbery, evidently none the 
worse for their journey or involuntary abstinence 
during the past three days. 

Our anxiety, however, speedily made itself apparent 
by our frequent and suspicious glances through the 
gloom, to make sure the herd was not straying; and 
as we both came to the conclusion that sleep was out 
of the question, we brought our horses nearer to us, 
ready for the saddle, should occasion require ; a blazing 
fire was made up, tea prepared to last the night, and our 
pipes replenished as well. I wish we had an Australian 
poet, who could sing, in Byronic strains, the praise of 
tobacco, and lend the charms of verse to place the 
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herb in the position of loftj pre-eminence it deserves. 
What should we be here without it? What could 
supply its place? No matter to the sh^herd or 
stockman^ to the traveller or squatter^ if meat, damper, 
or even tea, run short; but to be on short allowance, 
or destitute, of tobacco would be privation — ^misery 
indeed ! No loss could press so heavily, nothing could 
be more severely felt, than such a calamity. To look 
at a hut in which an Australian smoking-party is 
assembled, the startled spectator would fancy the hut 
was on fire ; but no such thing. Let him enter the 
small crib, and a dozen red sparks will be visible, the 
glowing bowls of as many pipes, whose owners were 
thus seeking solace after their day of unremitting 
toU. 

In England, I fancied myself a smokor — ranity, and 
delusion, and vexation of spirit ! I was only learnings 
for there I puffed out a few cigars; here a short black 
pipe and strong tobacco is the style of thing, almost 
literally from morning till night, and from night to 
morning round again. Throughout that long night, 

then, H and myself sat by our fire, smoking, 

chatting, and drinking tea till morning. If by chanoe 
our beads drooped with drow^ness, a fiseling of aj^re- 
hension immediately caused us to spring up, and, in- 
voluntarily laying the hand on our guns, look carefully 
and suspiciously around in quest of our chaige. In 
point of fact, the novelty of our position, and the 
constant state of care and anxiety in which we had 
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been dunng the past fortniglit^ had its invariable effect 
xxpaa the mind ; so that^ ^ven when the body 
demanded repose, the nobler part, impressed with the 
calls which had been made upon it, resolutely refiised 
to east off its suspicious Tigilance, but, on the alert 
itself, compelled the body, albeit with a bad grace, to 
fidlow its example. 

TboB passed the night; and in the mornings we had 
the mortification to find our numbers eight short, pur 
two young bulls among the misaing. A close search 
was at once instituted along the banks ; and after a 
considerable time, we discovered that they had not 
crossed, but had travelled away along the bank 

towards the northirard. Leaving H with the 

rest of the herd, and all the dogs except my own two, 
who were close at my horse's heels, I pushed as &st as 
I could through, the bush, following the track of the 
fugitives, which was plainly enough to be seen. I was, 
however, nearly two hours before I caught sight of 
them, strolling along leisurdy, browsing on the scat- 
tered grass and tender sprouts of the shrubs. Making a 
slight detottr, I turned them ; and as I was resolved to 
cross, and get some distance on that day,' I pressed 
them along their trail, only succeeding in again joining 
H towards noon-day. 

In no very amiable mood, we proceeded to drive our 
animals across; and a pretty job we had. Some pre- 
ferred to go up and some wanted to go down stream; 
some were seized with an intense desire of examining 
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the banks^ and shrubs on the banks ; whilst others, 
again, lay down in the shallow water, calndy disregard- 
ing all our shouts, and even our whips, expostulating, 
with loud-mouihed bellowings, at our half-frantic 
efforts to get them up and across; noisy barkings 
were added to the uproar, as the dogs, running here, 
swimming there, endeavoured to aid us; whilst an 
unruly member of the herd, pawing the ground, head 
down and tail up, was only in doubt whether to charge 
the dogs or the men. His doubts were speedily dis- 
pelled ; for my whip, descending upon his side, raised 
doubts in his mind as to the kind of country on the 
other side, and he at once plunged into the stream so 
Hs to solve the difficulty. 

At last, imagine us all safe across, and now upon our 
own ground, though the spot I had marked out in my 
mind's eye for our station was forty or forty-five miles 
distant. Near the river, however, it was necessaiy we 
should remain, until joined by M and the re- 
mainder of the stock ; when I proposed to leave them, 
and start forward, to get the necessary buildings, &c., 
erected by the time they had recruited their animals, 
and travelled slowly down to the place. 

Our great fear was that, though, during the day 
by " tailing " our animals, we could keep them all safe, 
yet at night it was very possible they might head back ; 
we therefore proceeded some little distance on in order to 
arrive at the station I before mentioned as stopping at 
when I first came down ; as I trusted, by the aid of the 
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shephenis, to knock tip a rude indostire, fop the pur- 
pose of keeping thetm together at nigfat, diiriftg the 
time we remained* Upon arriving, however, we found 
that they and their txxk had left ; but as the remains 
of the fold they had used was still standing, we eon- 
trived, by the aid of some saplings and bush-vin^ to 
make the place tolerably secure, though a restless beast 
6ould have easily leaped the pale, if it felt disposed. 

Feeling more at ease now tibat die <^ances of loss 
Were so marvellously diminished, I proposed to H— 
to leave him for three days, calculating that one day's 
hard riding would take me down, another bring me 
back, leaving the intcfmediate one to rest my boree, 
and enable me to make some arrangements. He agree^ 
ing, I hit him all the dogs, and started at oncey 
reaching the spot I was bound for in good time the 
same day. 

On making known my wants, I was told that there 
were in the neighbourhood some tame hhicf^y who 
could run up a couple of bark huts, weather tight, and 
qnite large enou^ for our purpose, in three » four 
days; and that a messenger shovild be sent off' at 
once to a creek at some distance, where a large pailiy 
of sawyers were located, to bring np a cou{^ or three 
to set to work at our stockyard. 

Sure enough, the next morning brought blacks and 
whites ; the latter, as you may imagine, were the first 
attended to, as we should not have minded sleeping in 
the open air, provided we felt assured of the safety 
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and well-being of our stock. After a long consulta- 
tion, it was agreed that the sawyers were to provide 
materials for and erect a stock-yard, eleven yards 
by six, three railed, with a partition across (making 
in effect two yards each, five and half by six rods), 
• of strong stringy bark, fitted with all the gear neces- 
sary ; viz. gallows, milking-ranges, Ac, the total 
sum to be paid being 7L They were then to run 
us up a large hut, and a small one; the former 
divided so as to serve for a storehouse as well, for 
which we were to pay a further sum of £16. The 
work was to be commenced immediately, and be sub- 
ject to the approval of any one of us, and be paid 
for on completion by cheque. The " blackies " we left 
in the hands of the overseer of the neighbouring 
flocks, who saw our huts run up, and paid the natives 
in various goods, the total value of which was under 
a couple of pounds. 

Having thus started them at work on the part of the 
run I contemplated making use of, I started back to 

relieve H from his troublesome and lonely duty* 

He was glad enough at my arrival; for, single- 
handed, he had been harassed severely in bringing up 
the herd, and counting them into the yard. 

According to our calculations, we might every 

day expect to see M and the remainder of the 

cattle; and consequently we contrived, as much as 
possible, to keep our herd grazing along the banks, 
or within a reasonable distance of the stream. It was 
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not until the twenty-third day, however, that we per- 
ceived their approach, their journey having thus taken 
thirty-two days ; and the state of anxiety in which we 
were from day to day may well be imagined. All 
kinds of gloomy ideas had taken alternate possession 
of our minds ; and several times we had seriously de- 
bated whether it would not be advisable to drive our 
herd up to the station, hire a man to take charge, and 
then, with some of the blacks, who are noted for their 
sagacity in the pathless bush, start in quest of our 
missing friends. But now all was right; they were 
in sight ; and hastily driving our lot into the yard, 
leaving Chance fastened to the old hut, and the other 
dogs loose about, we dashed off to assist in the passage. 
It was a joyous meeting ; and in answer to our inqui- 
ries, we learned that, although both were well, and 
the cattle safe, yet a weary march had been traversed 
since we had parted. 'W'e had little diflSculty in bring- 
ing them across ; and, as our immediate charge was 
little likely to stray now, we released them, and incar- 
cerated about two hundred of the wilder animals just 
arrived. 

After all our arrangements had been made, and tea 

despatched, we requested a narrative from M of 

his disasters. It appeared they had left the next day 
as agreed on, and found the route tolerably clear and 
open, affording pasturage sufficient for the animals, as 
also water. After having progressed in this manner 
for four days, their course was stopped by a marshy 
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pieoe of land^ which they endeavottred to pass round, 
but; owing to the dense growth of underwood^ found 
impossible ; two days were lost in vain atten^pts, and, 
at lengthy not liking to retrace their steps, they re- 
solved upon crossing the stream. With difficulty and 
an immensity of trouble they succeeded; but fate was 
against them, and twice again they crossed and re- 
crossed the coarse of the river, ere thay were enabled 
to keep steadily forward to the point indicated for 
our meeting. 

They had had no flour for above a fortnight, and 
for some days had been destitute of tea and tobacco, 
subsisting on kangaroos, several of which they had 
knocked over, and preserved the skins; on one osr two 
occasions the masx succeeded in obtaining some fish. 
They did not look any the worse for their privations, 
as we laughingly assured them; still we could feel 
for them, knowing the discomforts of such a case* 

They were eager to push on, however, and the 
cattle being in good condition, and quite equal to it, 
it was voted, nenu con., Ihat I should ride on to see 
all ready, and they should follow with their charga* 
I was always selected for these pioneer jobs : they all 
seemed to look upon me as a kind of wandering Jew^ 
and certainly I never was more happy than in tho 
saddle, and on the move. 

Off again, then : on reaching what in future was to 
be home, I found all finished — ^and well finished; the 
overseer had seen all done, riding over every day to 
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see how matters were going on, and^ certain! j^ taking 
as much intere^ in it as though the affair had been 
his own. 

On my £ist arrival^ no (me wns about the place^ bat 
two of the blacks, who had been directed to watch for 
US; imd report onr arrmd. These same bbeks are 
queer looking fellows, straight and tallr with rather 
intelligent ftatores, certainly mveh nioxe so than my 
readis^ had induced me to conceive ; thej have con- 
siderable coYporations of their own, and aU are willing 
to do tJidr best f o increase them, beifl^ very fond of 
eating, espedally of floiir, tea, sctgar, and tobacco ; a 
small piece of the latter, held np as an indlneemest to 
do some trifling task, almoat invariably carrying tSie 
point. They are very good-tempered too^ and obEging, 
feeKBg a degree of pride m any trust placed in them;, 
and Y€sj seldom abusing it. They are usefirl too irom 
their skill in traeking footsteps; seldom &tling to track 
and recover any stray cattle or sheep j they are very 
clever at removing bark from trees, their dimbing 
powers aiding Hiem most wonderfully. I have often 
seen one of these tall fellows with the whole weight ci 
his body resting on the point of his big toe, whieh was 
pkeedin a small notch he had cut with his tomahawk in 
the tree. They are capital fishermai too, and if well 
treated, I fully believe are equal to a white man as a 
i^i^herd m the bush. There is no doubt that they 
are very rude and uncivilized in manm^rs and habits 
of life y but the stories that are related of their being 
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little better than the veriest brute beasts, are all trash 
and falsehood* In the towns where they are degraded 
by drink, and other causes, these tales may have some 
truth, but in the bush I emphatically and again repeat 
that it is false. 

My black companions soon had a glorious fire for 
me, and making some damper and tea, I set to work, 
giving them a portion, much to their delight. As 
soon as they had finished, they prepared to start off 
to the overseer's to let him know of my arrival, giving 
me to understand, in their broken English, that they 
should ran all the way, and should not stop until they 
returned with the person they were going to. 

Seated in firont of the fire, quietly smoking, I 
passed away nearly three hours, when, at full speedy 
arrived some seven or eight of the men, employed at 
our neighbour's sheep station, bringing meat, tea, and 
tobacco, evidently intent on making me comfortable, 
and themselves happy, and a merry evening indeed 
we passed. 

Strange was the company thus gathered together ; 
the overseer had been an old soldier, who, years ago, 
had come into the country; three of the others had 
been in the British naval service, two were eman- 
cipists, and I myself a City clerk. How different our 
positions now! the old man was contented, and did 
not wish to leave the snug berth in which he was ; 
but all the others were looking forward to becomings 
stock or land holders on a greater or less scale. One- 
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of the sailors who had been a midshipman^ being now 
on the run with the same view as had induced om* 
trio to commence our career as cattle drivers. 

When down here before, I had concluded an arrange- 
ment by which Mr. P 's drays were to bring up 

the supplies we should stand in need of, and I now 
anxiously inquired whether the orders I had sent 
down to Melbourne had been executed and arrived. 

'^ Oh ! yes," was the reply, " Mr. has heard 

your party so highly spoken of by friends of his in 
Adelaide, that he has added several articles, which he 
thought you stood in need of, subject, of course, to 
your own and friends' approval." 

On further inquiry, it appeared that our old master 

was acquainted with Mr. , and that it was through 

him that we had been so well spoken of. But the 
best friends must part, and leaving the two natives, 
the whole started back for their own huts at a late 
hour. 

The next day was occupied in getting over our 
somewhat incongruous and multitudinous assemblage 
of stores — tea, tobacco, sugar, gunpowder, lead, flour, 
salt, soap, nails, and other articles of ironmongery, 
three saddles, and gear appertaining. Mr. — - had 
added to the list of articles which I had ordered, some 
good rope, several axes of different sorts and sizes, two 
tarpaulins, and the same number of chums, and a 
stock of stationery, which had escaped my memory 
entirely. All these, with the aid of my blacks, I got 
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safel J housed i& tibe back part of oar board bouse; 
and at mght, aa I liateaed to their anuaated chatter^ 
as they sat. oa the qqKmite side of the fire,. wnoMng 
tb» tobaceo I bad givea tbenv and careesijig mj two 
dogps^ who laj conlemtedly by tkeim, I made a silent 
bit firm resobituH^ that I would try whether kindness 
could mat make theaii move 6>ettled in tiieir habits, 
their restless vormg diapoaitionfi being the only baxxier, 
m the opinioa of those who know them well^ to their 
beoomiag gpood and vsefid memberaof society. This 
barrier is> however, a very — ^very great one; yet I 
£ael assured, that though I was not enabled to cany 
out my views, had time but permitted, I could have 
overcome it, and conquered the only remaining trait of 
savage life, which I could peroaive in these harmless 
aborigines. 

Next day my frieada arrived with the cattle; and 
highly commended was I for all my arrangements, and 
for the spot I had selected for our settlement, tha 
which commendations I received ia a proper spirit of 
humility, laughingly reaioding them of the ^ Wan- 
derk^ Jew/' a cognomen which they had thought fi^ 
to fix upon me^ Our friend, the overseer, came over 
in tiie latter part of the day, and though he had con-* 
sidered the price we had paid for our stoek as rather 
high, he acknowledged^ on seeing them,, that we had 
made a good purchaaey ev^ head having been picked 
with care from tha vast herds of our late station. 
The young Durham bulls attracted his attention, how-* 
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eyer, greatlj ; be praiaed thezik Bifad^ ajad said that, 
if care were taken always to use sack sires ia breedings 
Hm AustraJi^ eittla would sook surpass anj in the 
world. I do not know about swrpitmng ; hut with 
the care, which in Eagknd is bestowed upcm tbe 
breeds, I am c^rtaia we eodd e^mal the best the old 
country ever has or could produce^ 

We sent off ane of our biLaoka to tha sawyer's esmp 
to bring up the naen to whom we wei« indebted. At 
the oTerseer'a suggestions (or rather connaands) tbej 
had made, ia m j absence, sundry alterations, aad, I eoii*- 
fess, improvements, enhancmg the cost of our various 
buildings* M-— drew a chequft &r 29^. for tha 
sawyers, and another for Mr. •^— for tha goods 
brought up by the drays and abo svpphfid to the 
natives, &r 73^.^ our stock of goods being a tolerably 
Isurge one. We three then takio^ possession of the 
smaller hut — ^the large one being eatirdy a. store^-*^he 
hutkeeper was put in possession of the stronger of the 
two bai'k onas, whilst our blackies ajul' dogs, too, 
se^oaed tacitly to lay violent hands (and feet) upon tha 
other. 

Our stock-yard was very strong, and large enough 
tor treble our present extent of business ; but ia direct- 
iag its build, I had had in view the certainty of every 
year increasing tilie number of head to be looked after ; 
and as the calving seasoawaa dbse at hand, a speedy 
ineveaae might be looked for. As all our present work 
was, however, an outlay of hard cash, we set to work, 
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as soon as we were settled^ to square our accounts and 
find out how we stood. 

When M was in Adelaide, our bank account, 

including the wages we had received, and interest on 
all the amounts from the dates they had been paid in, 
amounted to the gross sum of 1,346Z., nearly three 
hundred pounds more than we had landed with! 

M had given cheques for nearly 1,150Z., and, 

deducting various small expenses, we foulid we had 
still within a trifle of 170?. clear ; we had, moreover 
442 head of picked cattle, four horses, good substan- 
tial wood buildings and yard, and a very considerable 
stock of necessaries in our store. As, however, our 
cheques (bills) did not fall due till, in some instances, 
twelve months after the date we were calculating from 
(rather more than less), we could safely calculate on 
nearly eighty to ninety pounds interest being carried 
to our credit at the bank, the rate of interest being so 
high. 

Thus, behold us fairly launched, and constantly- 
occupied tending the cattle; which we divided into 
two lots, always bringing them home at night, for 
some considerable time after our first arrival. Pew- 
evenings passed without our receiving or paying visits 
to our neighbours. Talking one evening of our first 
appearance, M— mentioned that it seemed remark* 
able to him that strangers should have taken so much 
trouble, and shown so much kindness, as both Mr. . 

and the overseer had done. 
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" No wonder at all," said the o.d man. ^' You 
would give a comer of your tt.anket, and the half 
of your supper, to any stranger who might pass ; 
what more, then, is there in taking a little trouble? 
— ^nay, more, in the one case you entertain a stranger 
because he is a stranger ; you, on the contrary, were 
about to become neighbours; and that very fact is, 
I think, enough to explain all that has been done. 
But," added the old man, " had you been for months 
and months together at an out-station, scarcely once in 
a month seeing the face of a human being, the £EU!e 
of a fellow-man would always afterwards seem to 
have a claim upon you for kindness and sympathy 
wherever it was met." This, I believe, explains 
the reason of the warm reception one everywhere 
meets with in the bush, so seldom is a strange face 
seen, often indeed no face, either familiar or otherwise, 
is seen more frequently than once in a week or 
fortnight ; so seldom I say is the occurrence of a visit 
that when such a chance does happen, the residents 
at the spot the wayiSeurer chances upon, scarcely know 
how best to show their pleasure 5 and if a man chose 
he might live his whole life in the rude abundance of 
the bush, by passing from spot to spot, a welcome 
guest at every hut he stumbled upon ; the only care 
of the inhabitants being to keep him with them as 
long as possible. 

We jog along now in a steady, sort of fashion ; and 
the first breeding season gave us an increase of one 
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kiudred and sfiwn cattile^ nearly twenty-fire per cent. 
We sold ftt difEarent intenrab to tiie dieep stations 
near forty-six of o v eaikvee, ait fifteen shillings ead^ 
for supplying the shepherds, and nine beaate we at 
TarsoQS times killed and salted for onrsehes. AH 
eur hills hmng been paid exeept the two at long 
dates^ we sent down the dieqne we hsA reeeiifed^ and 
fixrty pklced beasts, with M and tiie hnt-keeper, 

who was rather aaxions to receive aad spend h^ wages. 

They proceeded down the dray^i*ead, but M con* 

tiaaed to g^ quit of pottions of hb cluoge at several 
fdaees on the road down f the fact bdngthat the animals 
were mnch bettor bred than die usual rva, and conse- 
qnently were sure to be bought,, and we were sow 
beginmng to reap the effects of having paid nunre 
money fer and moie attention to good beasts in place 
of tiie ordinary nm of caittle. On arrrviDg near Mel- 
bourne with the reaiainder of his beastff (fiiieeii only I 
believe), M— prooeeded to Mr. —— *a house, a^ 
. mMa hj his means fonnd a pnrdiAser for that nnmber ; 
farther tiiaB; this, by the aid and iastnuBentality of the 
sano gentleman,^ he succeeded,, tboogh with some 
difficulty, in arranging a transfer of the money wbieb 
remained in the bank of Adehdde, to one in Mel- 
bourne, both M— and Mr.— wr^ing to the 

foramr city to Mr. , our old master, requesting^ 

him to be good enough to exchange the bSb he held 
&r two payable in Melbourne, widd: ke could eaeil j 
negotiate in the way of business ; thi^ was acceded to 
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and tbe old biQs returned, though we did not reoeive 
them until some time after &om the bank. 

Our total stock was thus but slightly increased, but 
we had lived well, paid all our debtS; improved our 
herd, and- paid into the bank nearly lOOL this first 
year^ we could now calculate with sa&ty on doing at 
least twice as much in the current year. 

Our hut-keeper had received from all, leave of 
absence for a month when they reached the town; 
but before the time had. expired he made his ap- 
pearance, travel-stained and way-worn, his qiree 
having lasted out his money. The last dxiUing goa^ 
aud his head a litde clear, he had left the town and 
come straight up. This man was one instaooe of 
many hundreds, nay, I may say, thousands in Aus- 
tralia; who work weH and honestly, bat are seised 
by a desire for a drunken spree. They then draw the 
amount of money due to them, oftoi as much as twoy 
even three jear^ wages; sometimes they manage to 
reach the townS; but more usually pidl up at the Smt 
place where spirit is procurable, and then seldom stir 
until every farthing is gone. This consimimation re- 
quires occasionally but a very short time, as many 
gamble away what they cannot at once spend in 
drink, and when all is gone, perhaps in two or three 
days, a week, or a fortnight, the spree is concluded, 
and they go back to their occupation until the accu- 
mulation of funds and the lapse of time induce them 
to start off again. 
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It is this failing which keeps men so long servants ; 
in point of fact, were it not for this one cnrse^ no man 
n«ed remain in servitude for a longer period than three 
or four years. The savings of that time are suflScient 
to enable a man of experience to start in a sdiall way; 
and once on the footing of his own master, it is 
scarcely probable that he can fail; but, no! these 
besotted, blinded idiots cannot see beyond the im* 
mediate gratification of the moment, and servants they 
remain and must remain all their lives, bound down by 
a chain stronger than iron, the bonds of an enslaving 
and pernicious vice. 

Satisfied with the past, and hopeful for the future, 
we continued our old course of life, the same as I have 
described, at the station where we were first initiated 
into the mysteries of stock-keeping. With bttle 
variation, the life of one day was the same through- 
out the year ; the only breaks to the routine being 
visits from strangers and from our neighbours, cattle- 
branding, and an occasional hunt for some beast or 
beasts that might take into their heads to stray. 
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PART II.. 

THE GOLD FIELDS. 

" L^HOMME propose, Dieu dispose," says the proverb, 
and so it proved with us j .fondly fancying that we 
were in the high road of success, we deemed it 
scarcely possible. to be turned aside. The result is 
another among the myriads of proofs of the vanity of 
human resolves. The gold-fields of Bathurst were 
discovered, and, magnified by rumour's thousand 
tong-ues, the news reached our part of the world in an 
incredibly short space of time. Speedily the effect 
was seen by the dropping off of the shepherds ; every 
day almost brought some new rumour, more extrava- 
gant than the one of the day before, and, at last, our 
hut-keeper, after several days of evident anxiety, was 
found missing one morning. The overseer told us that 
seven of the shepherds on the various runs, had also 
left, forfeiting their wages rather than stick to their 
agreements 5 he cordially told' us, moreover, that he 
expected, ere long, we should stand a chance of having 
all the run to ourselves. 

Bitter were the maledictions on the gold which we 
at first vented; but our man of head, M— — , soon 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



96 SCARCXTT OF LABOtTR. 

brought us back to the reasoning point. He pointed 
out to us that if the reports were true, even in fact, 
there was little doubt but that other parts of New 
South Wales would prove to be gold-fields ; that pro- 
visions would rise to an extraordinary height, and that 
we should have no carriers to bring them up, even if 
we bought them ; so that in his opinion we had far 
better start for Melbourne or Sydney, to dispose of our 
stock, or else make up our minds to live on the ran, 
using as little tea, (&c., as possible, and making up in 
beef; trusting that whilst our stock was increasing, 
things might take a turn more favourable to the 
grazing portion of the community. 

" Very good advice,** replied I ; " but even you, my 

dear M , do not speak of living on beef alone, and 

in the bush too, with your usual tone of determination ; 
and yet, as to parting with our stock, I don't like it/* 

" Wait, then," answered M , quietly ; " wait." 

We did wait, and matters were worse. We had not 
a soul within a day's ride, except the overseer, who 
was at his wits' end, with a dozen flocks of sheep 
straying about. At length he determined to ride 
down to Melbourne, to report to his master the fix in 
which he was placed. At his earnest solicitations, we 
agreed io look after the sheep as well as we could for 
fourteen days, by which time, we calculated, he could 
go and return. 

I rode down with the dogs to one of the more dis- 
tant of the sheep stations, and I was indeed shocked to 
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see the state of things ; — ^no sheep were to be seen, but 
it was plainly evident that the dingoes had been making 
terrible havoc among them. I tracked the course of 
the flock with some difficulty^ and succeeded in gather- 
ing several hundreds by the aid of the dogs. The 
rascally dingoes^ however^ had; during the short time 
they.had had their swing, grown so daring, that at 
some distance ahead of me, in open daylight, I per- 
ceived one of them skulking near a belt of brush. 
Flesh and blood could not stand considering ; so, 
covering his broadside with my piece, he rolled over 
with a ball through him. I was sorry the next mo- 
ment, for I thought I should have lost the flock ^ as 
they started off at the report. The dogs, however, 
kept them toget)ier, and I contrived to get them all up 
to the home station, as it was called^ 

H— had collected a great number also, and 
though getting dark, we set to work with hurdles en- 
larging; the fold-yard, so as to keep them safely through 

the night, if possible. We had told M not to be 

surprised at our absence, as we had calculated on pro- 
bably camping out in pursuit of the flocks. We made 
some tea, but even for the bush it was but a rough 
meal ; — then loading our pieces, lighting our pipes, and 
turning the dogs out, we prepared to pass the night 
by the fire. Each of us, in feet, was dispirited by 
what we had seen. For the first time since we had 
been in the colony, we began to despair of the future ; 
and our good angel, M^— , was not with us to reason 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



98 THE HINGOES. 

away the gloom^ which^ 'from its Yesej nmdty^ we felt 
the more severely. We could not disguise from each 
other the thoughts over which we were brooding ; and 
sleep being out of the question, we conmienoed pacing 
around the fold side by «ide. 

On comparing notes and taxing our memories, we 
felt convinced that we had only coUeeted the debris of 
three of the :flocks ; two the overseer had folded, leaving 
thoTemaining nine to be accounted for. There were, we 
knew, fourteen iBocks, containing from 500 to 800 each, 
according to the part of the run allotted to the shep- 
herd; so that we calculated at least two-thirds were dead 
or strayed. The dingoes, warregals, or whatever name 
they bear (I believe them all the same species), are 
not satisfied with devouring a sheep, hut bite every one 
they can ; so that we knew it would be a great chance 
if some of the flodbs were not either totally scattered or 
destroyed. We several times imagined we saw them 
during the night, and hallooed our dogs at them, not 
daring to pull trigger for fear of striking one of oor 
own dogs. 

Tired out at last, we lay down by the fire in our 
blankets and slept for some time, but awoke again 
before daybreak, chilly and gloomy. Heaping up the 
fire, we sat some time smoking, till, as the first gleame 
of day began to show above the horizon, I again 
passed round the fold, to see that all was safe, which, 
to my great pleasure, I found the case. As I doubted 
not that dingees were lurking about, I called the dogs 
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into the hn%, and then H-^-* taking one side^ and my- 
self the othec; we walked some distanee away, to imd 
fro. 

As anticipated; before long several sharp, fox^like 
noses were thrust out to make sm'e their enemies the 
dogs were gone, and ere long the bodies followed, as 
the brutes commenced sneaking over towards the foU, 
keeping a vigilant eye on us at the same time i evidently 
knowing notching of gunpowd^, but deeming ns quite 
far enough off to be innocuous. We gradually drew 

near, and upon H giving a whistle, our pieces 

made a common report, and a pair of the robbers lay 
in the agonies of death. The second barrel was as 

promptly dehvered by each of us. H killed, but 

the one I aimed at only carried off a broken hind leg, 
for the dingoe iEsculapius to operate upon. 

This lesson, however, seemed to be an effective one ; 
for though we gave them ample time to enter a second 
appearaiure, none did so, and we therefore let the dogs 
loose ; Beauty heiog the first to discover the corpses, 
and to set his fellows an example in the mode of 
making a break&st on them. 

The whole day we were on the hunt for stragglers. 

M having brought down the herd early, we left 

him in charge of the flock— no easy task for one man 
—460 cattle, and about 1,600 to 1,600 sheep. We 
made great additions to the number, however, and 

when M thought it advisable some time after 

noon to leave H in charge of the sheep, and to 
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wend his own way home^ the total number of fleeces 
had nearly doubled ; and on riding in some time after 
with another addition, it was at once evident we must 
take further steps to secure them during the night, un- 
less we wanted a large per centage dead ere morning. 

We worked like slaves, making use of everything 
upon which we could lay our hands ; the stock of 

made hurdles being soon exhausted. H , however, 

proved himself much the cleverer of the two, for sud- 
denly stopping in his work, he plainly pronounced us a 
pair of fools, since by shifting the side hurdles, and 
making use of those used as partitions for the top 
and bottom, we could treble or even quadruple 
the size of the fold with a much less expenditure of 
labour and materials than was the case as we were 
then working. No sooner said than done: and by 
nightfall we had closed all up except a considerable 
opening near the top ; here, however, we lighted a fire 
apiece, at some feet distance apart, and trusting to 
the dogs and our fire-arms, we passed the night in 
peace. 

For some days this life continued, but happily we 
succeeded in gathering together nearly 7,000 sheep ; 
though every day we lost some by the indefatigable 
warregals, who, in spite of dogs and guns, perti- 
naciously kept lurking about, evidently knowing that 
two pair of eyes could not watch, or two pair of 
hands defend so large a flock. We sometimes shot 
five or six warregals in the day, and once or twice the 
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dogs succeeded in picking up one. But it was all of 
no use ; come they would^ and come they did. 

In the forenoon of the twelfth day Mr. made 

his appearance^ accompanied by the overseer and six 
shepherds whom he had induced to come up under an 
agreement that they should receive 202. each upon the 
arrival of the flock at a melting station mentioned. 
He thanked us warmly for our attention to^ and 
trouble with the poor beasts^ and said he had lost at 
least 3^000 of them ; and that by the time he had got 
rid of those we had saved for him^ his loss would be at 
least three to four thousand pounds. 

We had mought much about our own prospects 
during the past days^ and this statement had little in 
it to cause us much longer to hesitate to follow his 
example ; though it was a bitter trial to us to for- 
sake our station, after having contrived to get over 
the rough part of life's journey. However, the 
sacrifice we felt had better be made, and we started 
for Melbourne at the latter end of September, 
1861. 

We had progi-essed but a little way, however, before 
the news was that near Melbourne gold was even more 
plentiful than at Ophir; and that it was supposed the 
country round the town, as well as about Ballarat and 
the vicinity, was highly charged with gold. We had 
made up our minds to dispose of any of our cattle that 
we could along the road, and several times we succeeded 
in selling small lots at good prices. On one occasion, a 
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man bought and paid for forty head, whieh he told us 
he intended taking to BaUarat for sale. 

We still held on our course toward* the town, send- 
ing H— off with forty head, however, towards the 
spot where the diggings were said to he, in order to 
sell them there if possible. So w«ll did he succeed, 
that he reached the road in time- to intercept us going 
on, and he strongly advocated our taking the whole 
we had across to Ballarat, and disposing of them 
there. As, however, it did not seem probable that four 
hundred head would be readily taken up, his motion 
was negatived, but eightjr Were placed in his charge to 
take there ; the gold he had received in payment 
being given to oar bai&er, M * 

Whilst holdmg oa our course we were informed of 
the discoveries at Mount Alexander, and I in turn 
resolved to start off widi a himdred head for sale. 
This I did, but did not reach the dig^ngs, as I suc- 
ceeded in disposing of them at the rate of one ounce 
per head, long before I came in sight of Mount Alex- 
ander. At full speed, I made after M , but did 

not overtake him. He reached Melbourne, and at once 
hasrtened to get nd of the cattle. Here he was again 
extremely lucky, being enabled to dispose of a number 
of bullocks at good prices ; which> though never used 
for draught hitherto, were nevertheless purchased for 
and trained for thftt purpose. Several of the best 
animals passed into the butchers' hands, and for the 
remainder he had concluded an agreement with on^ of 
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the boiliag<-h(msea some hours before I reached the 
city. 

Two dajs afterwards H made his appearance 

with a small bag^ of dtist and nuggsts^.and a stock of 
wonderful stories respecting' the quantity: of the pre* 
cious metal. The whole of the dust> &g,j we had 
received having been disposed of, we found that, owing 
to the loose weights used by our customers, we had 
come out of the melSe oonadearable gainers^; our cattle 
having fetched on an average nearly four pounds a 

head: the total. sum in.M 's hands being within a 

very little of 1,800/. 

When, on his zstum, he informed ua of this, incre- 
dulity was our first sensation ; but we were soon con- 
vinced that it was indeed a fact; uid that with all 
our fears during the last seven months, we had at tbht 
moment in the bank upwards of 2fi00L 

^^ Hurrah ! hurrah ! and now for the diggings," 
shouted H » ^^ I have seen them work, and I 
know all about it." 

Little discussion was necessary. It was all we 
could do ; and only waiting to procure a few necessaiy 
articles, we set off to try our hiok at the ^^ Diggings." 



You ask in your letters for a more detailed account 
of the country, Sic., than I have yet given. You 
know I am but a poor naturalist, but I will do my best 
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SO far as I have seen of the country. In the first 
place, then, everything depends upon the more or less 
abundant supply of water. Many thousands, I may 
say millions, of acres of good land are totally useless 
from the want of water. The soil, where it is not 
of the most arid description, bears shrub and grass 
sufficient for extensive pasturage, and as a general 
rule is of great capability. In the gardens which 
we have in the rear of our huts, we cultivate all kinds 
of vegetables, much finer, and in many instances 
better flavoured than those in England; and I am 
told that around the towns, grapes, melons, peaches, 
&c., of an immense size and fine flavour, grow pro- 
fusely under cultivation. 

We have several apple and pear trees which, how* 
ever, require care, though they reward us abundantly. 
We have tried also to grow tobacco, and have pro- 
duced some very strong and full-flavoured leaves, 
but the culture is accompanied by such unceasing care 
and supervision, that as an amusement it becomes 
tiresome, and as a speculation would, I fear, in Aus- 
tralia prove an entire ftdlure. Our onions and potatoes 
thrive famously, as indeed in one sweeping clause I 
may say of almost the whole of our English garden 
plants. - 

Flowers are too common to be regarded, and in 
addition to the natural blooms which are met with, 
it is but necessary to plant a flower or shrub, and in 
another year the place will teem with it. 
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What think you of hedge-rows being formed of 
geranium, flowering myrtle, fuchsias, roses, and many 
other of your choicest flowers ? Yet here such is in- 
deed the case, and they are passed unheeded. But of 
all things the bush is the gi'eat wonder : in some parts 
huge trees, standing alone like columns of an arcade, 
extend as far as the eye can reach, producing a sad- 
dening and desponding effect on the mind of the 
traveller. In other places, huge forests of Australian 
cedar and mahogany (in colonial parlance), with the 
whole of the intervening spaces filled up with a dense 
growth of underwood. This is par excellence ^^ the 
bush," and though bad enough in all conscience with 
the huge ti*ees towering aloft, it would be infinitely 
worse without them. 

Travelling in the tangled bush is most dangerous. 
Numerous and well authenticated instances ai'e known 
of persons losing their way and perishing in these 
labyrinths where scarcely a soul passes from month 
to month. In the cedar bush, however, one seldom 
passes along &r without meeting with sawyers* huts, 
or coming unexpectedly on a payr hard at work, sawing 
in a rough pit, or on logs raised firom the ground. 

This class of men are usually strong, hearty men 
at first, but almost invaiiably of a death-like palloi; 
occasioned, I believe, both by the dense exhalations 
arising from the ground, as also from the exclusion of 
light by the heavy masses of foliage beneath which 
they work. In a few years, too, they generally become 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



106 WOODS. — ^ANIMALS. 

martyrs to rheumatisin^ aad many die victims to cold 
and consumption, contracted in those fareat shades. 
In the recesses of the bush and forost are found many 
secure hiding-jdaces, which were, and ^ili are, though 
not to so great a degree, made use of by a class 
of men, whose profession is the obtaining cattle from 
dishonest servants, and then driving them to one of 
the other provinces for sale. Seme years ago lids 
practice prevailed to an almost incredible degree, and 
in the penal settlements it is still by no means un- 
common. 

The woods produced in these dense forests are as 
a general rule remarkably good, being fit for all kinds 
of house and ship work, and several of them for 
cabinet-making. The cedar is, however, decidedly 
ihe best. The gum woods, of which there are several 
species, are extremely hard, but rather liable to fiy 
on a sudden strain. 

Of ffliimals and birds I can tell you but little. 
We have shot several kmigaroos, and poor Chance 
neariy received his qvietm from " an old man," as an 
old buck kangaroo is called. They use thehr claws 
with great force, and had I not {mt a ball into his 
head, I fear my poor dog would have been killed. 
As it was he was greatly torn, and required nursing 
for some weeks before he recovered his strength and 
coinage. Still, though so preexomdy mauled, he has 
ancs more than once ran in at one of them at bay. 
We have besides bandicoots and opossums, the latter 
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no joke to attack unless with a gnriy as they bite 
most severely, and are not easily daunted. 

Hosts of rats, too, may be met with, and Chance 
has more than once been indebted to them for a 
meal. Parrots, jays, crows, paroquets, thrushes, and 
magpies, are the only birds I have seen; and un- 
fortunately all scream, and none aang. The parrots 
and paroquets are innumerable, and although the 
magnificent appearance which they present when a 
flock of them take flight, is pleasing to the eye, yet 
the discordant screaming which is constantly heard, 
is more than a counterbalance to the pleasure the 
eye receives. I have often wished to see the emu, 
but have not, neither has any one of my compa- 
nioiB. 

In the stream which runs about a short half-mile 
from us— by-the-bye, it is called a river here — ^we 
catch eels and a kind of carp, also a fish something 
like a bass, all good eating, but we rarely can spare 
time to try for them. The invalids, when there are 
any — which is but rarely, none of us having been 
ill, though once or twice a tumble in a hole has 
incapacitated a man for s day or two — the invalids 
are about the only ones who can indulge in the 
luxury of fishing. Neither can I give you a sci- 
entific catalogue of reptiles. I believe iguanas are 
to be found, though I have never seen them; but 
lizards, some of them of the most brilliant and lovely 
hues, are extremely plentifdl. Of snakes we have 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



108 SNAKES. 

hosts^ and how we escape them is miraculous. The 
laziness^ which I think I before mentioned to you, 
is the onlj reason I can assign that has preserved 
US fi'om death a thousand times over. 

The most deadly is a yellow snake^ which ranges 
from about seven to fourteen inches in length, and 
is rather thin; the bite of this reptile is certain death 
imless the wound is immediately cauterised. There 
are besides green, black, and mottled snakes; also 
some little things not, above four or five inches long, 
and the thickness of a small quill; others are as 
large round as a man's forearm, others again are of 
great length. I have been assured of their being met 
of upwards of twenty feet long. This species we used 
to call the diamond snake. I should think in all 
there cannot be less than from twenty to thirty 
species, and yet it is but very rarely that an instance 
of being bitten is heard of. 

There are, besides these, black and reddish-coloured 
scorpions, which are apt to be tiresome, getting behind 
boxes, or anything which has been a long time a 
fixture. One of our people was stung in the wrist 
by a scorpion, while lifting some wood for the fires. 
I tied a handkerchief tightly above the wound, and a 
second near the shoulder, sending off to endeavour to 
procure some oil. I opened the wound and com- 
menced bathing it with hot water; luckily oil was 
procured, and after bathing the wound with it hot, 
and making the man swallow some, we concluded we 
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had done all we coidd^ nothing like a surgeon being 
within sixty or seventy miles. Our remedy proved 
effectual^ for though the arm was swollen and useless 
for some days^ the patient suffering severely, yet by 
continuing the bathing the wound healed, and the 
man was all right in about a week. 

We have, also, musquitoes who bite like furies, and 
a species of locust, or tree-cricket, which makes a noise 
that would induce one to believe it was a dozen, not 
one. Where the trees swarm with them, as they do in 
some places in summer, you may imagine the /concert. 
Fleas, too, are as numerous as in Egypt, for, by all 
accounts, that plague still remains there; and where- 
ever the soil is at all sandy, or there are sheep about, 
the open air is the best resting-place for the traveller. 
So much for the plagues : the land itself, as I told 
you, depends much upon the water. Along the banks 
of the streams, the land is generally good, and would 
be highly appreciated by a farmer; but at any dis- 
tance, the land, though perhaps equally good, bears 
but badly, from the heat parching up (he blades of 
grass. The hollows, too, are always good soil. When 
rain does fell here, it comes down with a vengeance — 
torrents is a mild term — and, in consequence, all the 
soil is washed from the heights, and deposited in these 
hollows. It is in consequence of the inequality of the 
producing qualities of the land, that such immense 
runs are required for the cattle, or sheep; for if the 
season be particularly dry, you may see a narrow belt 
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of grasSy and bushes fimgmg the banks of the "vrater- 
course^ whilst all else is dressed in a russet gown of 
parched and dried-up herbage. The same plot of 
ground which just afitei* the rains will support 100 
cattle^ will not, in the summer^ supply food for ten. 
So much is this the case^ that it is a common practice 
with cattle-breeders to limit their stock to a certain 
number; the surplus every year, if not sold, are driven 
down to the town, killed, and boiled down for tallow. 

To your questions about cattle and sheep, I am 
somewhat averse to replying too confidently, as though 
I am succeeding, I am working it out myself, whilst 
too many in this country are better pleased to leave 
their affairs in the hands of an overseer, selclom 
making their appearance at the stations more than 
twice or thrice in the year. However, I will give you 
my opinion, and that is, that no man should think of 
keeping either cattle or sheep, without £rst making 
himself perfectly aware of what he is about to do ; he 
should visit the run he intends to enter upon, examine 
its eligibility, as regards low lands and high lands, 
both of which there ought to be in a run ; the mode 
by which water is obtained, whether from a constant 
stream or not'j the species of timbei* and brush around; 
and last, not leasts the neighbours he has to deal with. 
He should then see the stock he is going to purchase, 
and know who is the seller; he should be perfectly 
clear about terms and agreements ; he should seek far 
and near for good servants, and not haggle for a 
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pound per annum to get them; all these are pre* 
limmarj, but most important points^ for on them all 
his future welfare and success depends — ^I am sup- 
posing, of course, lliat the intending stock-owner 
knows his business ; if not, he must either obtain a 
trustworthy and intelligent overseer (a troublesome 
and expensive mode of work), vr he wmt do as I did^^ 
go to school to learn his trade. It is a bad plan to 
commence with a large number of either cattle or 
sheep, and whatever you buy, should be got, if pos- 
sible, from persons near at hand, not only because you 
are likely to be better treated, but also if the stock 
walk back to their old home, which is frequently the 
case, they are more readily recovered. It is really 
wonderful the distance cattle will return to a run on 
which they have been bred, passing through an almost 
impenetrable bush, and arriving before their (some- 
times) mounted pursuers. 

Of one thing, persons should above all beware — ^viz., 
of public auctions ; it is not, by any means, a rare 
occurrence for a herd of cattle to be sold, which the 
owner had not been able to get together for months, 
owing to their excessive wildness ; or, perhaps, a flock 
of sheep may be the *lot knocked down, so infected 
with scab, or foot-rot, that a month may suf&ce to 
sweep off the whole lot. It is very certain, that if a 
man is desirous of purchasing cattle, sheep, or 
horses, if he only let it become known, he wiU speedily 
be oflered animals with which he will be satisfied, and 
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at a reasonable rate, instead of, as is too often the 
case, paying exorbitantly in auction-rooms for diseased 
sheep or cattle, which he may, perhaps, Bee, but w^hich 
he will never be enabled to get inside his stock-yard. 

For a young hand commencing life here, I sl^ould 
always recommend cattle-breedmg ; it is certainly not 
so lucrative, but it is equally certain that it is much 
safer. If a man can afford to have a hundred or a 
thousand sheep swept off by rot, drought, or any of 
the ills to which sheep are subject, well and good — it 
is but one of the chances of his speculation ; but for 
a man who has to make his fortune, I consider sheep- 
keeping to be little short of madness ; a bad shepherd 
and a score of dingoes will ruin a sheep-owner (a small 
one I mean, of course) in six months. 

If, then, it be determined to begin with cattle, a 
man should do as I have before said — see the run 
he intends to occupy, and the cattle he intends to 
buy. Get a good stockman and a hut-keeper — ^the 
owner himself must form a third hard worker ; in 
point of fact, if he but know his business, he should 
be his own stockman; a hut-keeper, then, will be 
all that is necessary for him. Get a small stock-yard 
and gallows run up, and also a hut; then bargain 
with some wealthy neighbour to bring up the suppUes 
at the time he brings his own ; buy from 100 to 150 
head of cattle at first, and, as you get on, purchase 
more, hire more men, buy a dray and team, and, 
s many more have done before you, be sober, indus- 
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trious, and careful; then succeed and grow rich. It 
is a hard life^ but it is a merrjr and a healthy one. 
The climate is splendid ; and a nighty or a scoro of 
nights, in the open air is langhed at. Except in the 
flombre depths of the forest, we bear nothing of 
colds or illness of anj kind. living well, proq^ering, 
and enjoying good health, what can you seek for mf^e ? 

The rage for gold increases every day; yet, in 
spite of the vast sums finrnd and to be found, of what 
avail is it? Prices are as enormous as the amounts 
the diggers obtain. They must live, and must 
pay for living. Depend upon it, the Australian 
&rmers, cattle-breeders, and sheep-owners, will prove 
in the end to be the real gold-finders. Meantime, at 
the diggings and in the bosh — ^in town and country — 
for every grade and every class — ^we have room and 
to spare. If they will work, they can obtain im- 
mense wages at anything they choose to turn to ; and 
if all England were to pour in one vast tonrent upon oiir 
shores, we should still have room and empioym^t 
for all! 

Before entering upon our adventures in quest of the 
yellow god, it might, perhaps, be as well to say 
something of the manner in which gold was diseov^^ ; 
and, also, what I can state respecdng the kind of soil 
in which it generally occurs. I am no mineralogist 
nor geologist, so that the little I have to say will all 
be in as plain English as I can command, without 
technicalities of any kind. 

H 
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It appears that^ for many years, suspicions had 
been entertained that the rocks and sands of Australia 
contained the precious metal. Even as far back as 
1838*39, this was confidently asserted ; and, both by 
pamphlets and in the colunans of the colonial press, 
the probability, if not the absolute certainty, of the 
presence of gold was strongly and frequently advocated 
from that time up to the date when it was placed 
beyond doubt by the discoveries of Mr. Hargraves in 
the earlier half of the year 1851 — a year which will 
form a memorable epoch, a brilliant starting-point in 
the history of the Australian colonies. 

It seems, indeed, a strange, almost a startling fact, 
that thus, for nearly twelve years, with a constant note 
of warning ringing in their ears, the great bulk of our 
inhabitants never seemed to dream even of the won- 
drous truth which was to burst upon them like a 
thunder peal; that they were living amidst, treading 
upon, masses and sands of gold ; and equally strange 
t seems that thousands were traversing the wilds 
n which it was to be found, shepherds and cattle- 
drivers, the trader and the cattle-farmer, all intent 
upon the acquisition of a metal which they were 
heedlessly trampling under foot. It seems almost 
to give countenance to the opinion of the diggers 
themselves, who assert that, either the Almighty 
blinded the eyes of men until the poor of England 
had congregated in Australian lands, to enjoy the good 
He had prepared for them, or else (the more philo- 
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sophical adopt this idea) that a peculiar process of 
chemistry has been slowly goings on of late years^ 
which has thus, on a sudden, hud bare before the eyes 
of a wondering world, riches such as were scarcely 
dreamed of even in the palmiest and most hopeful days 
of Mexico and Peru. These notions, though naturally 
erroneous and wild, stiU tend to show the opinions of 
people in this part of the globe. It is, as is proudly 
and emphatically asserted, ^'the poor man's land." 
God provides wealth and abundance, if it is toiled for ; 
abundance far greater than the commerce of the old 
world can attain — ^greater even than the boasted " dig- 
gings " of California can yield to the labour of its 
inhabitants* 

Such are the ideas, such the language, of our 
<^ diggers ; " and, though fallacious they may be, they 
are still true in some measure, in a particular point of 
view. Thus, the poor man, inured to labour and a life 
of hardship, cares little for the hard &Te and unceasing 
toil which is required to succeed in this style of life. 
True it is, that where, on ordinary occasions, a gentle- 
man obtains one pound of gold, a labouring man obtains 
two; still there is this vast difference, that the poor 
man squanders, in nine cases out of ten, the whole, 
which he has literally acquired by the sweat of 
his brow ; and this simple circumstance explains 
why so very, very few return hence to England. 
Many there are, doubtless, who save and remit 
largely home for the purpose of paying the passages 
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of their relations ; but thisse are the excepticHis, not the 
rule. 

But I am wandering terribly wide of my subject : I 
was speaking of the discovery, &G.y of gold in these 
colonies. Well then, in spite of all that had been said 
or written up to 1851^ but little puUic notice was 
attracted to the subject; so little, indeed, that maixy 
persons had left here for California, and many otiiers 
contem{^ted doing so, when an announcement was 
made which, though at first scarcely credited, speedily 
turned the flood of emigration full upon, instead of 
from our shores. 

In one of the papers published at Sydney a para- 
graph appeared, stating that in the western country 
there was no longer any doubt of the existence of 
gold, ina^nuch as a Mr. Hargrares, who had spent 
some time in California, had proved that not only 
did it exist, but in such considerable quantities, that 
men were clearing upwards of two pounds a day under 
all the disadvantages of non-acquaintance with the 
subject, and imperfect machinery. This was speedily 
followed by the Government officer's account, folly 
substantiating Mr. Hargraves' statement, and in one 
moment a mania arose which has never lessened, but, 
on the contrary, increased to an extent beyond all 
precedent Work was speedily at a stand-still; for 
the distance from Sydney was so trifling, that three 
or four days' tramp brought the speculator to the 
spot. 
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The diseovories had scarcely commenced throughout 
the whole of the Bathnrst and Wellington districts, 
and immense fields were brought into work^ when 
the colony of Victoria or Port Phillip followed in the 
path of discovery^ and Ballarat and Honnt Alexander 
were announced as fer exceeding even the Turon dig- 
gings in richness and extent. 

Onwards rolled the wave^ until it was found that 
almost erery creek and gully in these districts was 
more or less impregnated with the precious metal. 
From mil parts flocked aspirants for wealth ; the flocks 
and herds were left straying in the bush for want of 
tendance ; ships lay usdless in every harbour^ no men 
to navigate them ; ^shops w^e shut up ; ladies cleaned 
their own shoes, made their beds, and cooked the 
dinners; judges had to groom their own horses, and 
fetch water frem the well, or the meat for their 
dinners from the batcher's sl;iop; all order in the 
towns was at an end ; every one and every thing tend- 
ing towards that magnet — ^tfae gold diggings. 

The enormous mass (nearly a hundredweight, I^ be- 
lieve) of pure gold which had been discovered by the 
black servant of a gentleman named Kerr, gave a pro- 
digious spur to the feverish excitement which pre- 
vailed ; and (lie constant succession of considerable-sized 
nuggets which was announced, many of them of great 
value, tended to keep alive the feeling. Emigration on 
. a vast scale from the neighbouring colonies set in ; so 
much so, that large rewards were oflered for the dis- 
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coverj of other fields, in order to retain the popiila- 
tion ; and I believe it was principally in consequence 
of one of these offers of reward that the Melbourne 
diggings were discovered. 

Greaty no doubt^ are the benefits of these wondrous 
discoveries to the poorer classes, but dire has been the 
injury to the wealthier portions of the community; 
and I still confidently believe that the country would 
have been more prosperous, the people more perma- 
nently happy and well-to-do in the world, had no 
grain of gold ever existed throughout the extent 
of the land. Ultimately, the effect will without 
doubt be, that into the hands of the agriculturalist^ 
and the grazier will pass much of the vaunted wealth 
of the diggers; even now, so vast, so exorbitant, are 
the charges for all species of commodities, whether 
of food, of clothing, defence, or luxury, that the 
diggers are not so very much richer than they were 
formerly, as townsmen or countrymen ; for, with the 
acquisition of wealth, has come the desire of spending 
it, and few, very few, a^e to be found capable or 
willing to save. 

In order to sum up in a few brief words : the prin- 
cipal New South Wales diggings are about sixty to 
eighty miles fi*om Sydney, and about the same distance 
in the sister colony from Melbourne. These distances 
are not those of the high roads in England, but ap* 
proximately judged at by horses' legs. AU round, for 
miles and miles, the creeks, gullies, &c.^ abound with 
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the metal ; and I have little doubt it will be found 
throughout the whole of the colonies^ more or less, 
before long ; whether it will tend eventually to their 
well-being is a problem which time only can solve^ but 
of which, I must confess, I am not very sanguine. 

And now for the soils in which it is generally found, 
and the forms in which it makes its appearance. 
At the different diggings, the soils lie in different 
strata; and the confusion of these soils is so great 
that, in many places, the difference in the thickness of 
one certain bed of gravel or clay will vary in a few 
feet of sur£Eice — five, ten, or perhaps double that 
number of feet. The gold occurs, more or less, in all 
the various strata; and, in some instances, the surface- 
soil has been peculiarly rich. At the Victoria dig- 
gings — beneath the surface-soil — lies a thick bed of 
gravel, then comes a bed of a reddish, mixed marly 
earth, containing good quantities of gold ; but little 
time is usually spent upon this, as, immediately below, 
lies a bed of blue clay, containing gold in sufficient 
quantities to satisfy even the longings of our avaricious 
seekers ; below this, again, occurs a stratum of slate, 
varying in thickness, but extremely rich in '^pockets," 
as they are technically termed. These pockets are holes 
or fissures in the slate, in which the gold has been de- 
posited ; sometimes in pure nuggets or lumps, at other 
times mixed up with extraneous matter. This is the 
general formation ; but in some places the red and yellow 
marl are more compact and of greater thickness than 
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in others ; and large masses or boulders of a kind 
of granite are found in the clay-beds^ materiallj in- 
creasLDg the labour. The quantity of gold varies^ also^ 
wonderfully. Sometimes from the rerj surface-soil 
right away down into the slate^ the metal is found 
abundantly; instances having occurred of a party 
realizing as much as from 1;500Z. to 2^000/. out of one 
sin^e hole; others^ on the oofitrary^ will sink half-a- 
dozen holes^ and find scarcely a grain of gold tlie 
whole time. They persevere, and perhaps the very 
next more than rewards them for their whole time and 
toil. 

Immense quantities of gold exist intermingled with^ 
or imbedded in quartz, and the piece which Dr. Serr^s 
shepherd discovered was of this character. Very 
much of this, however, can never be worked with 
profit imtS a regularly organized system of gold- 
crushing and refining riiaZl be brought into working 
order; and then, I have but little doubt, enormous sums 
will be made, as, in several places, roads, and even 
bridges, I am informed, have been constructed of the' 
auriferous stone. Nuggets ocCur plentifully, also, in 
the beds of the various mountain streams, creeks, and 
gullies; in the bottoms of water-holes; and in the 
various hollows which occur throughout the country. 
AJl this last class (nuggets) are evidently produced by 
one cause : the rock or soil in which they were prima- 
rily imbedded having been washed away by water, 
these lumps have been deposited, together with the 
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debris of the enyeloping materials^ and are naturall j 
found in the lowest levels. Some of the creeks have 
proved most extraordinarily productive. 

The various features of the gold formation stand, 
therefore, thus : — In water-worn nuggets, nearly prare, 
among the pebbles and boulders of water-courses, and 
in the more rocky portions of the '^ fields." In vari- 
ously shaped and constituted nuggets in quartz, slate, 
iron-stone (granite, I rather &ncy), the different 
coloured marls and clays. In scales, small grains, 
and dust, amongst the sand and earth, constituting 
the upper strata of the earth's surface; and in the 
same form, in the mud and sand at the bottom of the 
water-coarses, ponds, and streams. 

Wherever a stream is being worked, it is a great 
point of ambition to obtain a license for any portion 
where there is an angle in the bank ; should a mass of 
rock project its rugged front into the stream, it is a 
lucky man who works that spot ; or, should the roots 
of some old tree have crept into the bed of the creek, 
still more fortunate is the holder of the claim con- 
sidered. 

The rationale of this is, that at all these spots, or 
spots of a similar description, a species of eddy is 
formed, which allows all the gold which the thick 
waters have hitherto held in suspennon to sink 
by its greater specific gravity to the bottom ; whilst 
a gpreat part of the extraneous matter is still carried 
off, and, as may be supposed, some of the richest 
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pocKets have been found at or about such places as 
these. 

The bed claims^ as the j are called in contradistinction 
to the bank claims^ are usually tolerably productive, 
but liable to this mishap, that, perhaps, when in full 
work, a fall of rain comes on — at a distance may be— 
and the torrent pouring on whelms the bed claim in a 
mass of rubbish, destroying all the previous labour, and 
leaving a bitter legacy, in the shape of decayed vege* 
table rubbish and huge boulders to be removed, ere the 
spot can again be experimented upon. This calamitj 
cannot well happen to the bank claim, except under 
peculiar circumstances. It may, indeed, be a benefit 
to them as affording an increased supply of water for 
the purpose of washing the soil, which operation, by- 
the-bye, I had better now describe to you. 

There are several modes, some of them too scientific 
by half, as well as too expensive, to suit the tastes of 
the diggers, who think much more about '^nuggets,'* 
than about "dust." One of these, the "Califomy 
cradle," in diggers* parlance, is of two forms : one of 
them has the bottom pierced with holes, the earth is 
mixed with water, and thrown into the cradle, which is 
kept in motion ; the gold from its great weight (nine* 
teen times that of water) falls through the holes and 
unites with a quantity of quicksilver in the compart* 
ment below, the greater portion of the sand and mud 
passing off with the water, the remainder being easily 
removed fi*om the surface of the quicksilver. The 
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other form is on the same plan, but a little more 
simple : the cradle is made deeper with a deep ledg^e, 
the quicksilver is at the bottom^ the soil is thrown 
in with water and sharply agitated, so that the gold 
falls and forms an amalgam, and the refuse is swept 
ofF. As both these ways require an apparatus for 
procuring a divorce between the loving couple, who, 
to speak truth, cling most closely to each other, you 
may well believe few attempt to use them, and those 
few lose more time fiddle-faddling about a small 
portion of gold, than would suffice for them to wash 
ten times the quantity. The common rocking cradle, 
if well made, is a most efficient mode of obtaining the 
metal from the substances accompanying it. If not 
well made, or carelessly or clumsily managed, of course 
large quantities must be lost, but even at the worst, 
it has answered the purpose for which it was de- 
signed. This common cradle is much like its name- 
sake for babies, but standing higher for the sake of 
convenience in washing. It slants away slightly from 
the head to the foot, having small bars fastened across 
at the bottom from side to side, in order to arrest the 
motion of stones, nug^ts of gold, and indeed all gold 
which may be mixed up with the earth ; at the head of 
some is a grating, but others have a deep cleet, so 
that the water does not run off with so great a 
£orce. 

When a bucket-full or cart-fuU of earth is to be 
washed, a portion of the stuff is thrown in, and water 
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poured on it^ earth and water being snpi)Iied as nec^es- 
sary, nntfl^ in the opinion of the cradler, sufficient has 
been done ; the cradle all this time hayingf been in 
motion^ the water has taken np the greater part of the 
earthy materials and sand, and has carried them over 
the foot-railS| leaving behind the heavier stones and 
almost the whole of the gold^ which, from its great 
weight; being liberated by the agitation of the w«ter^ 
falls, and passing along the bottom of the cradle is 
arrested by the bars. The stones are tiien examined 
to see if any nuggets are among them, the refuse is 
swept out, the nuggets and gold-dust put into a 
bucket by the side of the cradle, and the same coarse 
of proceeding is gone through again. 

Many of the poorer classes of diggers at first com- 
mence operations with a common tin^dish, and after a 
few trials seldom fail to acquire a peculiar knack of so 
turning the wrist and hand, that every twist sends 
fit>m the edge of the dish a p<vti(ni of water, earth, 
aad sand, the whole of the heavier matter drawings 
towards the centre. In this primitive style they succeed 
in realising oonoklerablequantitiesof gold. In both these 
wqrs all but the very small scale gold is obtanied, 
though when the "diggings*' were first discovered, 
whethOT it was from ignorance or an impatient desire 
of finding masses I cannot say, but so it was that 
large quantities of good-sized grains of gold were 
obtained by washing tiie refwe of the first diggers' 
dradled stn£ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OUB PBOOBESS. 125 

And now to our own proceedings. Bef<M*e I di- 
greased, we were about to start for Mount Alez- 
aadet to cast our lot in with the other seekers for 
g(dd. We had met two persons, <me a shopkeeper, 
the other his assistant, who wene also about to lea^ 
Melbourne. After some little talk we decided upon 
joining our forces. We had a considerable quantity 
of stores, of which a rough valuatioii was made ; our 
new companions purchasing a tent of canvass, a cradle, 
and other things, such as shovds and pickaxes, to 
square matters with us, the difference being adjusted 
afterwards. Finding that prices were so enormous, 
we only bought what was absolutelj necessary, trust- 
ing to pick up odds and ends at the ^^ diggings" ftom 
parties desirous of disposing of them. 

We engaged with a dray which was going up, to 
carry all our traps and stores, as also the two towns- 
men ; we three being on horseback with our dogs at 
our heels, for we could not induce ourselves to part 
with our old friends, on whose backs so many himdred 
miles had been traversed. We were all well armed and 
in high spirits, though at first we grumbled sorely at 
the slow pace of the bullocks ; but in the excitement 
of hearing the news of the diggings, and watching the 
crowds that passed and repassed, this cause of annoy- 
ance was soon forgottoi. 

It was a matter of astonishment to us, long unused 
to see more than a score of human bdngs at a time, 
now on a sudden to perceive horsemen and drays &I1 
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of passengers^ and pedestrians in plenty, all wending 
in numbers towards the common centre of attraction 
and hope. Then a down dray would pass, questions 
being shouted by all as they passed to learn what 
ziews, the answers serving only to excite still more the 
universal enthusiasm. Soon a party from the diggings 
was met with, who, with laughter, jeered those going 
up for their dilatory movements, boasting of the trea- 
sure they had obtained, and declaring their intention 
of stopping in town only to dispose of the gold, and 
place the proceeds in safety, and then to return. Amid 
such scenes passed our first day's journey. 

On camping for night, the oxen and horses were 
turned loose, our fire lighted, and a good meal soon 
got ready, and then looking to our arms, we passed 
the night in forgetfulness. 

Early mom saw us on our way; the road had been 
tolerably good the day before, but now was not only 
naturally bad, but so cut up by the unceasing stream 
of passengers and beasts, that we were obliged to be 
careful of our way, and clouds of dust did not tend, by 
any means, to render our passage up more agreeable* 

We halted that night near some water-pools, around 
and in the vicinity of which at least two hundred 
others were assembled, and wild and picturesque in 
the highest degree was the scene thus formed} the 
blaasing fires, with forms flitting about, or seated in 
groups around, the animals feedii^ in the back 
ground; the laugh^ shout, and^ not unfrequently, 
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the loudly uttered oath; dark trees in the back- 
grouud, and still further back^ the heavy and threaten- 
ing masses of the hills^ all conspired to lend a charac- 
ter of wildness to the scene which, to my eyes at 
least, rendered it doubly enchanting. Nor be it sup- 
posed that this wildness was in look alone : every one 
in these groups was armed, and the greater number, 
before disposing themselves to rest, discharged their 
pieces in the air, and, reloading them, seemed prepared 
for a night attack. This custom, to our eyes, however, 
was more honoured in the breach than in the observ- 
ance, as, thanks to an occasional shot at a bird or 
a beast, we felt that our good doubles were in working 
order, and, to tell the truth, I always have placed 
as much faith in the teeth of ^' Chance,'^ or of 
'' Beauty,'' as even in a leaden ball, though my own 
hand pull the trigger, and missing is a bad habit, to 
which I have never given much encouragement. This 
uproar of voices and discharging guns, lasted for some 
two or three hours after camping, and then a silence 
fell upon the scene, interrupted only by the bark of a 
dog, the uneasy motions of the cattle, or the hurried 
exclamation and deep oath from some one whose 
slumbers had been interrupted by the cold nose of 
a bullock or horse touching his face. 

Our third day's journey brought us up to the mount, 
we having performed the distance one stage, or day's 
journey, less than usual, the dray being light, and 
ourselves mounted. We had been surprised, as I 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



128 aOLDBN POIJ^T. 

have said, at the numbers passing and repaasing', and 
also hiyouacked at the various halting-places; .bnt the 
scene upon our arrival at Golden Point was indeed 
wonderful^ causing us almost to discredit the evidence 
of our senses. In every direction^ the neighbourliood 
was covered with tents^ huts, bark shelties, and all 
kinds of contrivances to keep some sort of cover over 
head. The ground was burrowed in every direction^ 
pits of all sorts of depths and shapes yawned in one's 
pathway, and, in particular spots, the men were con- 
gregated in crowds, which at first induced in us the 
belief that a quarrel was taking place, but which 
turned, out to be merely the gathering arotmd some 
lucky find, each digger trusting to hit upon rich veins, 
or pockets, in such a vicinity. , There were not a few 
also who, like ourselves, were surveying the wondrpus 
scene before us with blank looks of astonishment and 
dismay, for the first natural feeling was, that in such 
a crowd all the land must have been searched and all 
the gold found. 

Squaring accounts with our dray-driver, we took 
out our traps, and after a. little search finding a con- 
venient spot to pitch our tent, we hobbled the horses, 
committed them to old ^^ Chance's " care, got in all 
our goods, put our pistols in a belt, and started off to 
reconnoitre the place around; a few carelessly-*put 
questions gave us an insight into the state of affairs, 
though we could gain no information whatever as to 
the find of gold, all hands agreeing in affirming the 
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spots on which they were severally at work to he very 
poor. Selecting a spot close to where one of the 
most considerable groups were hard at work^ we paid 
our license fee^ pegged out the space allowed^ and^ as 
there was still some time of the day left^ resolved to 
clear off the superincumbent soil^ which^ though in 
many instances yielding gold^ is rarely worth much 
trouble^ the lower strata being far richer^ and the 
gold more easily obtainable. 

A couple of hours' hard work carried us down 
nearly three feet through the soil^ and by this time 
we felt the want of food and rest^ and resolved not 
to make any attempt upon the gravel; which now 
showed itself. We accordingly shouldered our tools, 
and wended our vay back, praying devoutly that 
supper would be ready. As for my back| I verily 
believed I should never stand upright again during 
life, I felt so stiff from continuous stooping, shovelling 
out the earth, and the others were all much of a 
muchness. All around the ^^ diggers" were returning 
to their tents, some singly, some in companies, but all 
on the alert, and armed to the teeth; it was plain 
confidence and security had fled from Golden Point, 
and that each for himself was both the spirit and the 
letter of the law. 

Supper was luckily ready when we reached our 
tent, and making a hearty meal, we proceeded to 
enter into arrangements respecting work and cooking. 
Five slips of paper were numbered one to five re- 

I 
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Bpectively^ and put into a hat^ and as we drew tiiem, 
80 did each stand for cooking and housekeeping dnty. 
I was number two, so that I had a day's work prior 
to mj cooking day. During the evening we com- 
menced making acquaintances round, and found that 
a serious feeling of discontent was prevalent, owing' 
to the ill-advised measures of the colonial government, 
in passing an act doubling the license-fee, which had 
been dO«., and making it 8L 

A second act had called upon all the diggers to 
act as constables, under the penalty of being con- 
sidered rogues and vagabonds, and being treated 
accordingly. We having only, however, paid the single 
fee, we inquired the reason, and found that the first 
act, doubling the fee, was generally understood to be 
the effect of a cHque in the Assembly, who, alarmed 
at a petition which had been pres^ted, praying for a 
revision of the electoral lists, had contrived to get 
this bill pushed through the House, making the fee, 
moreover, to be paid by every one employed in any 
way in connection with the gold — ^whether digging or 
not. Meetings had been held, and the diggers resolved 
rather to resist the fee altogether, than to pay the 
increased one, and the consequence has been that 
both bills have become dead letters, and the old 
license-fee is still jmid. The feeling of irritation 
against the Government, however, still existed, and 
committees had been formed to protect the interests, 
and watch over the welfare of the great body of 
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miners; and I 4b not donbt^ should the Government 
be so foolish as to endeaTour to enforce these and 
other obnoxious acts^ that arms will be taken np to 
r^l foree b J fi)roe« 

The next morning*^ four of us were speedily at 
work throwing the gravel out of our claim^ working 
steadil J and togedier ; after about -^biee hours' work^ 
we returned to breakfast^ then worked tiQ a short time 
after nooa^ when we had our dinners; then again 
until dark, when we had tea, or supper, as in bush 
phrase we termed it This only lasted a short time, 
as we afterwards worked through the day, making 
our only meal after breakiast late in the eyening. 
When we returned in the erening, the grayel was 
out, or almost so; and the next day we commenced 
on a hard, compact bed of a red concrete marl, inter- 
mingled with boulders of granite and quartz, and also 
with gray marl. In &e mean time I was at home 
preparing breakfast of beef, tea, and damper; when 
the others returned, they told me that it was yery 
hard work, the picks making but Qttle impression. 
At it they went again, and the three succeeding days 
saw us still driving furiously at the compact mass 
At the eai of that time, however, M— , in throwing 
out some of the rubbish, discovered a lump of quartz 
intermingled with small gold grains, like peas; a 
^hort time sufficed to clear out the grains, and a 
closer search was rewarded by the discovery of nearly 
four ounces, in the interstices of the cluster of boul- 
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ders we were digging out. Though but a triflings 
quantity; this unlooked-for success inspirited us^ and, 
indeed; we stood in need of it. 

The constant work with the pick blistered our hands 
to such a degree; that it was no uncommon thing for 
us to have the handles clammy with the blood; whilst 
the pain was excruciating; and in addition; the labour 
of throwing out the refuse stuff; joined to our w(^king 
in so confined a spacC; made om* arms; backs; and 
loins ache most fearfully. However; we kept each 
other up; and played our parts manfully; few words of 
complaint being heard; and those invariably with a 
laugh. Eight or nine days saw the bottom of this 
confounded stuff; and we anticipated plenty of success 
now that we had come to the clay — ^the gold formation 
par excellence. Diggmg out the clay; we set to work 
searching and washing; and though not in any great 
quantities; realized every dB,y gold enough to keep us 
going on in good temper. 

As we were returning one evening rather more than 
a fortnight after our arrival; I perceived a face which 
I at once recognized; and stepping up to the person; 

said; "Ah; Mr. ; so you have left Adelaide and 

your cattle to come digging." 'Twas our old mastw, 
who we found had come up and joined our friend Mr. 

, and several others all more or lees injured in 

pocket by the terrible effects of the gold mania* 
Both our old friends were delighted to soe uS; and 
insisted on sending a small keg of brandy to our tent 
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for our private use. Well meant; and with a kind 
heart; was the present made^ but it well nigh inyolved 
us in a serious scrape. 

. I mentioned the doubling the gold license -fee^ 
which by-the-bye is not a tax upon gold, but upon 
the chance of obtaining it — one of the greatest pieces 
of injustice that was ever perpetrated. Well, soon 
after this predous act miscarried^ orders were given to 
seize all spirits^ <&c.; coming up to the diggings^ the 
aim and end ostensibly being to put a stop to ^^ sly 
grog-selling/' so as to keep the diggers from drinking 
and quarrelling ; a whole brood of informers instantly 
sprang up^ and acts of the grossest injustice were 
every day perpetrated by the convict policemen^ in the 
name and by the sanction of the law. 

Arbitrary seizures of private property for private 
use were made^ and heavy fines inflicted; though in 
several instances the committees paid the fineS; and insti* 
tuted proceedings against the Commissioner and Go- 
vernment. This being premised; I wiU now go on. 
One of these policemen chanced to see this same small 
keg (about two and a half gallons for five men) come 
into our tent In five minutes after; three of them 
entered and announced their intention of handcuffing 
US; and taking us before the Commissioner. ^^I 

rather guess you'll do no such thing;*' was H 's 

reply as he cocked his piece. *' Be quiet; H— — ;'' «aid 
M-'— ; and putting one of the fellows aside with his 
hand; all three looking very blue at our attitude of 
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resistanctfy he called to sevexal of ibe digger w1k> 
were utanrtii^ ibomt. Oar laaiitiee irauld mifir gladLjr 
have beaten a retreat, but could smoi, as a eiovvd was 
speedily round our teat, and i& 4 fem rnhxiites our two 
firiends also poshed throc^h liie asseBibled peo{de to 

see what was the matter* M ihen ezidained the 

oase^ pointing out that we had reoeived tiie spirit as a 
present from a friffiMly thatitwaa ia our tent withoafc 
the slightest attempt at cooeealmeiit ; and fnaUj we 
were freed from the delicate attenticm of the polioe. 
Had not several of us iafterfaedi I Teril j heliere thaj 
would have stood a poor ehanoe in the erewd^ al&oagh 
they were anned ; however, they were aDowed to paas 
soot free, we having made up oar noinds to resist, 
should they endeavour to eA&ioe ao arhstmiy a 
stretch of powor. We ksard ne more^ iawsver, ^ the 
matter. 

. Frankly sad fturly speaUng, the ColoBial Gorvexa* 
ment seem to be doing everything thqr can to compel 
the diggers to hoeak mto open revolt, jmd if they soo^ 
<ieed^ the worse it will he for the aathers of the move- 
Kkent Eighty thousand or a hundred thousand men 
Me not eauly set moving, but once ia motion, no 
hacrier ia strong enough to oppose Um^ impetus of sudh 
a body. 

We eontiaued washing and fossickiBg imtil we had 
elaarcd Jour claim down to the slate stone beneath, 
earefu% examining the surface of that formation for 
pockets. Having faiily cleared aU out, we fpund that 
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W6 had made in tw^eaty-three days about 360/., giviiig 
each of us 72/. for less than a zuonth's w(Hrk. 

We set to work sinking another hole, and though 
from habit, and our hands being better used to the 
toil, we could get on faster, yet we £dt the jamng of 
the stone more perhaps than iLt first, on acoeunt of the 
bolder and freer manner in winch we handled oar 
tools* The strata were much the same all round, 
y«rying only in thickness, and we sunk in all here 
seven holes, from which, on squarii^ accounts, and 
paying expenses, we fi>und we had netted a sum of 
S,400/., or rather gold which at a laugh calculation 
would net that amount in Melbourne* 

A. stirangs ciioimistanoe caused us to strike our teat 
without parade, and vanish from Goldm Point. I had 
noticed a man (digging in company with several others): 
of whose features I entertained some vague feelings of 
recollection; yet though for days I was endeavouting 
to recall who it was, I could not succeed. This party 
had been gone some time from our vicinity, when one. 
evening, as I stood before the tent smoking, I beheld 
my unkuown slowly walking along the edge of a gully 
at a distance, and as I stood loK)king I thought I de» 
tected a kind of beckoning signal to me. M'erely 

saying to M— — and H that I was about to take 

a stroll round, I felt that my pistols were safe, whistled 
softly to the dogs, and sauntered slowly towards, but 
not in a direct line to, where the man was standing. 
I knew I was not acting wisely, as th^e were plun* 
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derers about who stood upon Cttle ceremonj; and 
there is no doubt but that the police^ instead of assist- 
ing the plundered man^ frequently shared in the booty 
obtained. When I was near the spot where the man 
stood; he turned; and as if then first observing me^ 
bade me ^' good eyening ; " then glancing around; said^ 
'< I have but a few words to saj; and but little time ; 
you once gave me food when I was well nigh starving, 
and I am not a man to forget. If you will follow me 
to-morrow morning; I will give you notice of where I 
and my party are now working in one of the creeks to 
the northward; we have made already; I should say, 
1;000Z." Turning on his heel; he quietly strolled 
away. I now recognized the man ; it was the younger 
of the two whom I had ftllen in with in the bush in 
my journey in quest of a ruu; and who noW; in his own 
way; sought to repay the obligati(Ni he fistncied he 
owed me. With beating heart; and quickened respira- 
tion; I sauntered along; not venturing to quicken my 
step for fear I had been watched; and I therefore 
took several turns to and fro until I had finished my 
pipC; when I returned. I quietly told my companions 
that we had better not begin another holC; as I thought 
it probable we should start; and drawing their heads 
together informed them of my adventure. ** Verily 
there is gratitude in this world after ell/* quoth our 

sage M . 

We arranged that all our traps should be prepared 
as for a return (our gold having been despatched by 
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escort did not trouble u8)9aQd that^ after getting under 
weigh^ they should diverge in the direction I pointed 
out. We had taken out another set of picks^ our old 
ones being completely done up^ and next morning they 
busied themselves getting all things ready, whilst I 
mounted my horse, and with my dogs cantered down 
the back of the tent grounds, as I had more than once 
done before. I soon caught sight of my grateful 
bushranger ahead, and as I soon overtook him, I 
pulled my horse up to a walk, so that he might keep 
pace with me. He then told me that almost all the 
creeks around were, as I well knew, all crowded, but 
that some of them, from prejudice more than anything 
else, had been passed over. One near Forest Greek, 
amongst the rest, was in this category, and was not 
even named. He had discovered it by a mere chance, 
and his party were hard at work. He told me that 
the ground was rich, and as he was known as well as 
his party to be experienced, the sooner we made our 
appearance the better. I thanked him waimly for 
these hints ; but he again said he considered he was 
only making me a fair return, for probably saving his 
life and his companion's when they wei*e in the bush ; 
bidding each good-bye, I galloped back and tethered 
my horse as though nothing had happened. 

Towards evening we started, bidding all our ac- 
quaintances good-bye, and at once proceeded to our 
point of destination. It was clearly evident on our 
arrival that we were expected, and welcomed by all — 
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a proc^ that my mforBumt had told them cf the cause 
of his wi^iiag to inform me, and of their approval of 
haa (MHiduct. little time was lost in pitchii^ our 
tent, and commencing operations. We soon found 
that o(»isiderable quantities <^ small gold w^e to be 
obtained from the soi], and whilst turn by turn we 
rocked the cradle, the others sn{qplied earth ; we found 
some rich pockets among a quantity of rubble stuS^ 
among which was one nugget which weighed S lbs. 
7 oz. 2 dwts., the heaviest piece we ever obtained. 

For eleven days we were undisinrbed; woildng 
without cessation, and reaping a gulden crop ; though 
not so much as our neig^boun' party, who, indeed, 
seemed to have tied Fortune's wheel, now that the; 
had reached the summit At the ^id of the time, 
mentioned, several arrivals took {dace ; the absence of 
the party in qnestipn having excited attention and 
inquiiy. A very considerable degree of astonishment 
was displayed at our presenoa,not unmingled, we could 
see, with a certain admiration of our skilful retreat, 
even though they tbemaelvea were the parties oi^ 
generaUed. 

We remained a fortnight longer diggmg, and then, 
as our stock of dust and nuggets was very considerable^ 
we resolved to start for Melbourne, square accounts, 
spend a few days, and return. By a httle manage- 
ment we contrived to find good purchasers for all our 
traps and surplus stores 3 our two companions pur- 
chased a couple of good horses, saddles, &c., complete 
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for 142. each } and carefullj packing up out treasure, 
and ready to ride doi^ anything in oar way^ ia om 
eagemees to get to Melbourne^ off we went at a paoe 
which we soou foimd was too good te last in such roads 
as we were in. 

We intended to have stopped at an inn which has 
been erected at Kyneton; in &ct^ there are several, 
but this one was recommended as having a civil land* 
bid and attentive waiters. But as we soon found 
that paying for that civility and attention would ease 
us of a very great amount of our gold, we resolved to 
do as we had done often times before — ^be content 
with what we carried with u% and to camp out round 
a fire in our hknketa. We did not bargain for mus- 
quitoes, but got them nevertheless, and in great quan- 
tities ; though even that was better than paymg at the 
rate of about an ounce of gold each for every meal we 
partook of. It was said that the innkeepers at the 
villages between the diggings and Melbourne were 
netting on an average from three to five thousand 
a year; and, trom own knowledge, I can positively; 
assert that many of the st(»d&eepers have ibade pretl^ 
little fortunes and retired since the beginning of thor 
mania for digging. At all the various diggings—-^ 
Ballarat, Gdden Point, Forest Creek, Friar's Greek^, 
and a long Hst of creeks, gullies, <S;c. — one or more o£ 
these stores may be found, none of them making a less 
profit than one hundred per cent.; many of them 
gettmg more. In addition to this, the principal pay-^ 
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ments are in nuggets^ for which these salesmen allow 
ahout 66«. to 68t. an ounce. This gold is remitted to 
Melbourne; where it readily sells for 62«. to 65s., some- 
times even more ; thus adding ahout twelve per cent, 
additional profit to their already enormous gains. Their 
risks; however^ are great; and the arbitrary exaction of 
the government in demanding 80tf. per month for 
every shopman^ clerk; store-keepei^ or other servant 
employed, although not making any very great abate- 
ment from their gainS; is still forcibly felt; more espe- 
cially as on some occasions where the servant has been 
seized by the police; and taken before the Commissioner; 
heavy losses have resulted from the man's absence. 1 
have heard several of the principal store-keepers express 
their determination of commencing actions to recover 
damages from Grovemment for these losses ; and should 
any of these cases come before a jury; such is the 
almost universal feeling of dislike to the colonial mea- 
sures; that the Government would surely lose the day. 
We hurried on next day, and succeeded in reaching 
Melbourne ; no very great journey for two dayS; as &r 
as mere distance is concerned; but a considei^able feat 
when shocking roadS; broken-down .drays or waggonS; 
teams in confusion; dust; flieS; musquitoes; and a host 
of petty annoyances and hindrances; are taken into 
consideration. Our companions conducted us straight 
to their homC; insisting that we should stop with them 
whilst in Melbourne; laughingly telling us that a 
sofa; or even a soft deal board; would be a better 
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coucli than a blanket and a heap of stones^ with a big 
bit of quartz for a pillow. 

We were warmly welcomed by the good lady and 
her &mily ; and, as we could well imagine their first 
feelings would not bear the presence of strangers, we 
strolled out after our introduction, promising to return 
in an hour's time. There were at this time a very 
considerable numfer of diggers in the town, and we 
had gone but a very short distance before a volley of 
hails was to be heard from one of the upper windows 
of a large inn or hotel. On looking up, several of our 
acquaintances at Golden Point were to be seen, and 
hangre malgri, we had to walk up-stairs to say " How 
d'ye do?" A cheer greeted our entrance, chairs being 
ceremoniously placed for us by the waiters ; though 
by the appearance of the room it was plain few of the 
present inmates cared for such a piece of furniture^ 
Some seated on the table, some on the ground, and 
one half out of window, retailing all that passed for 
their ^^ mates' " information and gratification. '^ What 
would we drink ?" Nothing. Such a thing was not to 
be heard of. Sherry, madeira, champagne, brandy, any- 
thing or everything we may have ; but as for nothing, 
it wasn't in the house, and could not be thought of. 

Yes, indeed, there were shepherds, hut-keepers, 
shopmen, and errand-boys, drinking champagne at a 
guinea or a guinea and a half per bottle } though I 
will say for them, all seemed to prefer the brandy, and 
to understand it best. There are no gentlemen in the 
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colonies now. All barriers are broken down. There 
are only ricb men and poor men ; and as tiie latter 
may be.xibfa in a week^ ererj one is ^hail £dlow, weS 
met " with every one else. 

Evading with some difficulty a pressing invitation to 
dinner, we at length eontrived to get away, and as we 
learned from the oonversatioB that was going on that 
many of oar old neiglibours were town in the town 
for the very IttndaUe pnrpose of getting rid of tiieir 
gold as Aat as possible, in debanohery and dranken- 
nessy we though it best; to get back to our " mates'' 
far the remainder of the day. 

Oh ! the pleasures <^ home I Many a hajypy hour 
had we spent in the bash, and k Ithe gold fields, but 
the cosy qniet happinesss of that snag home, the jJadd 
look of contentmfflit which was iqxm the face of all; 
and the kind and fond lodks which centred in our two 
friends^ ocnxld not pasatmnoticed, and ahnoet made me 
£9el indined tor tranquillity and retirement The 
effed; on our sage was soon evident ; his attention to 
the younger daughter of cur host being much greater 
than we considered three hours' acquaintance wa^ 
ranted. I told him so, whereat ahe blushed, and he 

looked angry and foolish; so H and I set him 

down as a gone man. The elder is engaged to our 
yoonger companion. 

.The next day we negotiated the sale of our gold, 
and. obtained upwards of S,900f. My share of the 
whole of the a&ir — one-^fifth — ^being 1,4791. 5 for 
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ratber more than five montlis' work; the last month's 
speculation having, however, yielded us more money 
in one-fonrth the time that our first enterprise did. 
This proves how much chance hias to do with digging; 
though I do not believe any single man, I mean work- 
ing singly, conld fail of making, one day with another, 
at least twenty shillings' worth of gold. This, mind 
you, is, in my opiifloD, the minitnttm ; and a man must 
be Htdikihy who only does this. I am not speaking, of 
comne, of a day only, or a dozen days even, but of 
three weeks or a month. 

We had some time before this, at M 's su^es- 

tioa, determined upon dividing the money we possessed, 
and letting it stand m our respective names at the 
bank, and also uponi making each his vnll, in case of 
aooidents, and &is we now proceeded to do. My 

share, mid eensequently each of the others', H 

and M- , was now, including our gold-seekii^ 

retums, %lWh ; about sevffii times as much as we had 
when we koded in the eolonies very nearly five years 
ago» Had the gold discovery not taken place we 
should have stood in almost as good a position, for 
by this time our herd woukl be yielding a largiB annual 
income, and from the care with which they had been 
selected, and ihe attention we paid to breeding, every 
year would have rendered tibem more and more 
valuable. I am very, very thankful for t^ suocets 
which to an almost unlooked-fisr degree* has attended 
our exertions ; still I am sony we were obliged to give 
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up our pursuits^ and I am resolved as soon as this fever 
subsides to commence again. 

After finishing our business, we spent tliree days 
cruising about, admiring the vagaries of the gold 
miners, who had come to town. Their freaks and 
fancies are beyond description ludicrous. Nothing ^ 
too good — ^what do I say ? — ^nothing is good enongli 
for them ! The costliest spirits, wines, and liqueurs ; 
the best of everything in the shape of food ; and as 
for dress, especially among the women kind, the excess 
is wonderful and laughable. Silks, satins, and laces, 
the most beautiful and costly shawls, and other precious 
stuffs, are seen upon the coarsest forms, and associated 
with the strangest companions, in the shape of shoes, 
stockings, and other vestments; sometimes even an 
absence of them may be observed, though a shawl of 
princely cost may be observed on the lady's shoulders ! 
Many of the shopkeepers have made large sums bj 
asking exorbitant prices for common but gaudy 
articles, which they have had in store; and as gay 
colours and a high price are the test of worth, the price 
is immediately paid, and the worthless trash is ad- 
mired, worn, thrown by, and more bought. 

Strange stories are told of the vagaries of the men; 
and I have been assured that several of them have 
eaten the bank notes which have been given them in 
payment for gold, the notes having been asked for for 
that purpose. I myself have seen them sitting ^^ toss- 
ing" with each other for nuggets, or playing ^* blind 
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bookey^" ^^all hxm," ov even^wlnn cards where not 
pEoeuraU^ ^'odd or avan?" for their pieces of gold^ 
iha weigjit httiig guessed at nearly enougk ior thas 
pnipose^ 

Tlie pfitffr of almost' avevy thing is, ia consequence 
af these c an a osy extramei and fbr many artidea any 
price almost could be obtained. I have^ oa several^ 
Qcoasiens^ been'<^r6d nuggsts to the weight of eight 
or ten ounces for on^ of my pistols j^ and a man at tha 
Greek o&red ma his day's eamrngs, worth about 602.,, 
foff my dooble-barrellad gun. Beauty^ also, had seve- 
sal admirers ; and finding I would not sell him, one 
of tha diggers attempted to steal him^ much to my 
dog'a disgjost^ and hia own too;, for Beauty's teeth 
mat in his wrist, and would have stopped there^ had 
not I run out, on hearing thai^roar, and released the 
un&rtanate culprit. Thia a&ir enhanced Master 
Beauty's value amamnglyy hut it also produced respect ; 
and I had no fiuther attempts upon any of my pos- 
sessions, animate or inanimate*. 

After sojourning a feiw daya ia town,, wa started 
back lar Forest Creaky to again try our fortune in the 
golden lottery* This time we did not take so great 
a variBty of took and stores;- but^ made wise by ez- 
penence^ selected only those we actually wanted. 
We had picked up a tent cheap, and, as before^ rode, 
the dray carrying our traps. Carriage^ however, was 
very high, and we had to pay 7Qs. per hundredweight* 
As, however, we knew that the driver waa trustworthy^ 

K 
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we did not mind tbe expense ; and as^ of course, lie 
would be longer on the road than ourselves, we allowed 
him to start a day before we did. Pushing on orer the 
well-known roads, we stopped at one of the inns I men* 
tioned before; not feeling altogether inclined to stop at 
the Creek until the drays arrived, so waited until we 
could arrive together. 

After a brief space spent in a cruize for recon- 
noitring purposes, we pitched our tent, and, as before, 
commenced our operations. It seemed this time, how- 
ever, that luck was dead against us. Morning, noon, 
and night, found us slaving at our posts, but the find 
was extremely small ; the more especially as many of 
those at little distances were reaping immense sums. 
One party in particular, who had come over from 
Sydney, procuring, in about ten days, from two pitfl, 
no less than about ninety-three pounds of gold, princi- 
pally in nuggets ; and so abundantly was the search in 
general rewarded, that, on an average, a ton of the 
metal went down by each escort to Melbourne. 

We changed and changed again; but were still 
comparatively unlucky. I say comparatively, as^ 
though we were obtaining an average of two ounces 
each per diem, this was thought nothing of, the diggers 
being seldom contented with less than from 601. to 707. 
^week; and even this average, great as it is, is con- 
stantly and greatly exceeded, from 500Z, to 1,000J. 
being a frequent week's work, and, in some instances, 
even a day's work ! 
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We went back at last to old, Golden Pointy trying 
over again round our former haunts ; and washing a 
considerable quantity of refuse^ which had not been 
deemed worthy of attention : we thus obtained a con- 
siderable quantity of dust^ and^ by diggings we had 
added a considerable stock of lumps to the general 
store. 

After nearly three months, it was resolved to strike 
work; and proceed home again, in order to make 
arrangements for a scheme we had been lately talking 
about. We disposed of the greater part of our traps, 
retaining one tent, which we knew we should need, 
and then down along home was the cry. Home we 
arrived safely, and at once proceeded to sell our stock 
of gold, which, when as before divided among us 
(all expenses being paid), gave us each 9137., which, 
considermg the heavy expenses of horse-keeping, and 
of our own proper expenses, was a very good return 
for our labour, though very much within what we had 
hoped, and, indeed, had a right to expect, from the 
results of other diggers' adventures. 

We now set seriously to work about our scheme, 
and, as a preliminary, M— -— married the younger 
daughter of our companion, the elder one being united 
to her fiance at the same time. It was then agreed 
that M«— and his wife should proceed to the dig- 
gings, with authority to purchase gold on our ac- 
count; the old man is to dispose of it in Melbourne; 
and H , M , and myself are to form the 
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medhnn of coiiwpHice. We galoJaM diAi we liave 
ft capital of IS^OOOL amoo^nB— Aat va can paichasa 
gold at Moanis Alwaadei^ or BaOaeat (to< eithfir og 
whiah places WB shall gp^ aooodiDg to the: geld pciee 
qnotajtiona) at alnnrt Q6$l ti^ 57«. S£ per o«iO& fbc 
cash, and tbat we can aell it kk ilt&OBnm fer Scmxk 
66s, to 70«. per ounce cash, our profit being, at the^ 
very leas^ ISi. tD IdiL per atn^ whilki tbey were 
more likely tO' reach ISL to 261 per esnt., ttd tku% 
tooy not per anmun,. but peir w«el. As tk leaaoimbla 
calculation;, we canoider we abalt be able ta pay e^eiy 
earpense that may acerme— licenaea^ liQiiBelce^fRiig',^ 
horariceeping,. traselliag, <bLr— and atiU lay by 1002. 
per cent, per aammiL. I ahall, howeTer^^ soon: be Ma 
to tell you more abovt it, that is i£ I do ai^ see^ 
your faces liere before tliat toi tall you. verbally. 

If you eonm out,, bsisg etaned. moBflj, ac(ver$iga^ 
in. prrfevencB J biUa and beak notes, have to be die- 
coonted, ike fbmev at- vary bettiy rates—- fifteen: and 
twen^ pec eent; bein^ sotiunuaoal* 

There are endearoora being made to obtain tha 
estabUshmfflit o£ a annt (or minls^ if posstUe), for 
the purpose of eoiain^ ear gold, and! tiieraby avoiding; 
the enoimons tax wlndi we pay to die mother comitryi 
in the fih»pe of ireigitt and diffinrence of pnce;r 
the exeitement on thv anbject. is very great, and iba 
democratical party ddlfiilly take advantage of these 
timea of excktemeat to iaeulcate and spread abroad; 
their peculiar notions^ There is^ no doubt that iha. 
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statesmen at home know just as much of our wants 
and wishes^ as they do of the man in the moon ; and 
the governors whom they appoint are just as fit to be 
our rulers as King Stork or King Log in the fable. 
The whole system, both of franchise and represen- 
tation^ is founded in error^ and the consequences can- 
not fail to partake of the nature of the source; and^ 
in the way things are now going on, I feel perfectly 
sure that ere long the feelings of doubt and exaspera- 
tion which have taken possession of the people, and 
which, as I have told you, are fanned and kept alive 
by demagogues, will burst forth against the Govern- 
ment; and anarchy will, I fear, be the result. A little 
consideration, a very slight exertion of common sense, 
would avert this, and conciliate the great mass of 
the Australian settlers; but no! the government 
measures are in the hands of a clique who will in- 
volve the social edifice in a blaze, which will surely ruin 
them and theirs ; and, alas ! the innocent will suffer as 
well as the guilty. Even now there is time for the Im- 
perial Parliament to save these colonies from the mad 
mismanagement of the colonial placemen, but this 
opportunity neglected, another is not likely to be 
found. 



THE END. 
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Thb foregoing work shows the condition of the Yictozia gold 
iields up to Augnst 1852. Since that period much information 
of a nsefdl character to the intending emigrant has accrued 
from various local sources, and from these the annexed parti- 
eulars are selected with a yiew of giving the English reader a 
faithfril insight into the difficulties he will have to encounter on 
arrival in the colony, as well as into the advantages which lie 
before him. With this as his guide, as accurate a knowledge 
of what the gold seeker may expect to find in addition to the 
predous metal, will he imparted, as it is possible to obtain with- 
out actual experience. 



A FIELD FOR IMMIGRATION. 

To men, able and willing to earn an honest living by the 
sweat of their brow, we need do little more than point to the 
elaborate details fttmisfaed from time to time, of the astonishing 
richness of the country, to enable them to form their own opi- 
nion as to the propriety of venturing to come amongst us. For 
their further guidance, we annex a few of the current rates of 
wages of working men, premising that when the term " rations" 
is mentioned, it means about ten pounds of beef or mutton, ten 
pounds of flour, a quarter of a pound of tea, and two pounds of 
jsugar, weekly :— 
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Mkrried couples (without family), per annum 

withrations. £50 to 60. 

Married couples (with family) •. 55 „ 60 

Shepherds, with rations, per annum 32 „ 35 

Hutkeepers, per annum 30 „ 32 

General useful servants, with rations, per ann.' 40 „ 50 

Bullock drivers, with rations, per annum 50 

Bullock drivers for the roads 3Z. to U, per wk;' ' 

GardanpiTHj par ftTumro^ . ^ 40 „ 50 

Cooks, 11, to II, 10s, per week, per annum . . 50 „ 60 

Bush carpenters, with rations ;. . • 50 „ 60 

Stock-keepers ....r 50 „ 55 

Grooms 50 „ 60 

Carpenters, .per annum 60 

Blacksmiths, per SDniim • 60 ^ 70 

General fiarm servants, weddy, 17. to IZ. 5#. 
Compositors, Is. 9d. per fhonsand. 
IPressmen, 4J. per week. 
Shearers, 67. per weeSc, and ratiosB. 
Seamen, for London, 507. for the rnn iMone, 

or 192. per montih. Coasting, 52. to ^. lor 

'file nm, «r 71, to 6Z« -^er sttonth. 
Oarpeaters, stonemasons, 'kHmeksBMa, At^ 

employed in the towns are receiving, irith- 

out rations, from ISs, to 20s, per day. 

Female ^efva»t$^ 

Thorough servants, per annum .^^^ •« . • •^.. • a£20 to 5S5 

Housemaids, ditto «.«««». •.«,^«««.^.....^^* 20 ^ ^ 

Laundresses, ditto ...«•»«•...«^.4•«.««^•*#^•• J22 ,9 25 

J<fin»emaiil8,^tito«v*.»«^m...««««.^,..,.«*.*.»v» l& ^ ^ 

Cooks, ditto ••••»»*««<'«^*«^*««*^* •<••*<• J«* 26 , 36 

JNursfflygovemassag or Aoedlfiwomen .«*••• .25 „ .80 

What the colony is in the most urjpent need of, however, is 
female servants of an eligihle character, toxd this want Is the 
source of great annoyance in most famiHes noiTTesideirtlien. 
The voluntary immigration to a gold country Is natoraSL^ com- 
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posed of a very large prepbrtion of males. Men iiaye floclned 
liere by tens of thousands, accompanied hy but a very small 
comparative number of women and children, and as &e 'finft 
thought of a sucoessfol digger is generally to get manjed and 
provide himself a home, the smell proportion of women amongsft 
ns is soon removed from "the sphere of domestic service. Al- 
though, doubtless, many rash and foohsh matches are made, 
ft is to be hoped thiat the majority may turn out wefll; and, 
meantime, the splendour of a digger's wedding is something 
rather ^arfling to ordinary people. Young Irish orphan girls, 
who scarcely knew the luxury of a shoe till they landed here, 
lavish money in white satin for their bridal dresses, at ten or 
twelve Bftiiffings a yard, and disdainftflly decline the purchase of 
*& shawl, because* the poor shopkeepers do not happen to have 
got the article wor& not less -than ten gmneas each. 

Meantime the ladies of the colony have frequently to do their 
own work, from the impossibility of getting servants, or perhaps 
86X1 worse, haiw to submit to the annoyaxtce of combined sanci- 
ness and incompetency. THns is in reaHty one of the principal 
iinnoyances of ^e colony, and one which is driving ntany re- 
spectable fan^es away from $L How far it may sidttiie views 
<jf the young women of the woiidng classes of Great Britain to 
lendeftvour to alleviate this distress, exposing themselves thereby 
to the Tery serious danger of haviog some &s^ to dash down 
.fRir main streets under a peraset t^ond 'Olf wiute ifavourB, as' 'Sie 
newly-gained property of somfe ludcy nuner from ^ the Mount*"* 
we leave the anoable ereatares to settle for ihemsdves. No 
caontay can be penuanently prosperous ■or happy wtthout 'a 
due a^Qustment of the sexes ; and upon patriotic principles 
alone, some of them inH surely endeavour to come amongst ub, 
even in •defiance cf &e frightful danger we liave aUuded to. 

A great drawbadi, next to the diffieuHy of obtaining servsots, 
'eoBsists at present in the extreme scareity of house aecommo- 
dofion, and its natural consequence, an extravagant rate of 
tentaL Houses are in fact almost unattainable ; and building 
materiafls and laboisr ore so higb, &at there is no hope ^-fiie 
aeeommodation keeping any pace with the present sstomshing 
rate of immigration. Two*roomed houses, even in narrow 
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dirty lanes, let readily at lit. or 16«. per week ; in front eitaa- 
tions, from 20t. to 2ft«. ; three-roomed cottages fetch almost 30«. 
to 40t. ; four-roomed houses are worth 150Z. to 200Z. per annum ; 
those still larger, from 3002. upwards, and so forth. Good sliops 
and stoics are worth ahnost anything that the owners like to 
ask for them ; and the vexy high rates we have quoted seem 
like^ to advance stiU ftirther. As we see no immediate pro- 
spect of things improving in this respect, all persons who can 
afford to make such an arrangement should provide themselTes, 
if possible, with wooden or iron houses, to put up on their 
arrival. 

Intending immigrants of all classes wiQ do well to bear all 
this in mind, that they may come prepared to submit patiently 
to the evils attendant upon the discovery of our gold fields* 
We now annex for their farther information, a list of the pre- 
sent prices for a few of the principal articles of general con- 
sumption. 

The rates we give are not those ordinarily figuring in com- 
mercial prices, but just the prices they would have to pay if 
going the usual round of shopping for the ordinary supply of 
their households. The 4 lb. loaf is 1«. 4^. ; beef and mutton 
are 4d. per lb. ; veal, Sd. ; pork, 1«. ; butter is about 2t. iUL ; 
cheese, 2«. ; eggs, 5«. per dozen ; tea, 1«. Od, to 2«. per lb. ; 
coffee, Is. 4d. ; sugar, 3^. to ^.; loaf sugar, 7<i. ; ham and 
bacon, 3«. ; candles, Sd, ; soap, 4<i. to 5d^ ; milk, 1«. to li. 6X 
per quart; potatoes, 12«. per cwt, ; coals, 51. per ton; firewood, 
•i/. for a load that four bullocks will draw through bad roads ; 
water, 6f , per load of about two hogsheads ; hay, 14/. to 18/. per 
ton ; and oats, 0«. to lOf. per bushel. Strangers will see, there- 
fore, that they have rather a formidable list of prices to en- 
counter, and they should weigh well their chance of an income 
to meet all this, before deciding to come amongst us. 

There is one class especially which we would strongly urge to 
be cautious what they do. It is the very large class of derka 
and shopmen, &c., with which all civilized countries seem 
atrangely deluged. With this description of labour this market 
is constantly largely overstocked ; and eager as is the demand 
for most kinds of labour, it is quite distressing to notice the 
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number of worthy young men, incapable of severe manual 
labour, who, with delicate health, and probably still more deli^ 
cate purses, swarm our towns in search of employment, exposed 
to very heavy expenses which they can earn nothing to meet, 
and gradually sinking into poverty, and too often into dissi* 
pated habits, till they vanish somewhere, and make way for the 
constantly recurring supply. Such men have rarely been 8uc« 
cessfol at the diggings ; the demand for their labour in tbeir 
accustomed pursuits is very limited in proportion to their 
numbers, and we distinctly warn them that in rashly throwing 
up good situations at home, and tiying their luck here, they aro 
guilty of an act tbat is little better than sheer insanity. 



THE PERMANENCE OF THE GOLD FIELDSt 

On this subject various opinions are entertained; som« 
people boldly asserting that the very existence of these mines 
will be a matter of history in two or three years ; and othersi 
with equal confidence, pronouncing them inexhaustible. Our 
own impressions, formed upon a tolerably attentive study of the 
subject, and confirmed by constant intercourse with intelligent 
men of all classes who have visited or worked at the mines, are 
decidedly in favour of their continuance, and of their very 
considerable fturther development. The whole history of gold 
discoveiy in Australia seems to point to the almost unlimited 
extent of the gold fields of the continent, and in spite of all the 
activity engendered by the desirable nature of the object sought 
for, it seems unlikely that we have ^covered as yet all the gold 
mines, or even the richest lands which the whole continent con- 
tains. Science has done little or nothing for us. Our processes 
in obtaining gold are of the rudest nature. The search is cha- 
racterized almost solely by what the sailors well call " sheer 
strength and stupidity." From the very extended diffbsion of 
gold throughout the country, it seems unlikely tbat the field 
will be exhausted within any reasonable tame. 

Events, we conceive, have shown tbat a vast belt of highly 
auriferous land extends across the continent from our own fields 
io those of Bathurst and its neighbourhood, and firom thence to 
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Uie ImdIss of «he Hanter, vnd the %ac%: t^lSoreton 3iiy, — « l>elt 
ef laad «f hmdiedfl of siSes in lengtli, anflof in^bnowii wicNIi. 
anris "oolony, in yarfimtor , «eems to contaia gidfl in lereiy 
^ifeedec. It fa«s l>een found fit iilie l^rreoees, at "fiie ""WarSy 
•Tflinock, at BoUarat, at the dunes, «t M ouzrt Jilexui£ler, SEnfl 
Sendigo; at Anderson's Oree^ flLztmn miles &«n Melbourne, 
flMw Waagnratta, on the Ovens, &t Iffkta Ustta on *&ib Mmiaj ' ■ , 
itiias.'been fettnd e^n in then^tpeets of K^lboiirQeitsc^ 
' 'Even while these Hnes ore being wzitten, vevs Itas onivefl 
from JUtelaide, ttnnomcingibat m avinlablB 'gcM fieli tns tees 
found wkhm eighteen mHee of that aty. ft is mat, mdee^ 
likely to piore equal to Mount Alexander, hut it a p pe ara , upoo 
competent authority, to be ^t all £n;ents remuneratiye. 

Even supposing, then, that the days of rapid fortunes s}iould 
pass by, and that, by some singular coincidence, ignorant men, 
JB^a hvned Mnd deaultoiy sfiioeh, hove fitamUsd Ufon all the 
togB ^^nusgets," hf which so .nHmgr nf iSieaLiuRFe bsen vaased to 
pampeUmae in a day, wa holdthaitherBne fmfliiafiDtdBdiBatifinB 
•of the Blmmt vaivenal diffiisian of goM in thds tamsbrf, to 
iostlfym heiief that an aaaple letum irSL fa* latteinBible Jur jw a a 
to eyttiid,by any man capable aaf hard itcgk, BBAwUBag^aBBit 
iammUfdi^ nidastry send fltendnasB. 



CUB OXHEB XOPOEXSL 

I^tti; opon the fiat :Qf vnltero ioteresiang %o feaple 9Ek boine, 
we paaaiaae thitt vb smgr f laoerAffi artide .of jmoL iBeoeaet «d- 
ites lkBi» appoaeiil -as heir laoga a* prapcirtian nor fBodnofliai 
in that mti^ hears tott^iB i§taait quantity atf inrod 3iow afci iiiwiiilj 
.iBqpui&d for tba (ConaBB^ftiMai of firast Bntam; «nd of tlie 
^anEsiefy hatasaynd by. tine aasBidaatarers as to ai^deiBgrift Ite 
«nand, or faBmg ssff In the cptandt^r of an arlicle, in theisga- 
iarampi^of whiehithfljMre ao zniBediately-nitaveBted. 

UTe are enable to sopply ^details so aaitheDliB upon -flnSy'vaksdh 
was so lately our peiaGi^fli arfaude of exyovt, 4» we hBmt done 
i«r£(ii Tegaod to its new «iid femBodahla adval. Aa teiSie last slip, 
siiie people interested mM >be aJble ere Umb io faran ^leir mm 
ttopinkn. The next cixp, the note of pfaepaswlion for vhoeh is 
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evan now s<nmdiiig,<]s> a. matter of fan more impQartanee^;, and ai 
to iiB^aeinallEkto^ it would perJbapa be luaacdous to witazo a« 
diatincti assazdoiL. With.wagofr a* a> feitf lagb natot 'Bd tiia 
gold-fialdfi^aa well as aU. otbar amplopneni&y. highly mTmuiftm*- 
tiye, the probability of all the flocks of the colony being pm* 
p«E^ sham, and tha flaece duly oi»i3re;eid to market, is a matter 
upon, which opiaiona difSau Obe owb belief ia, that dui sheai>» 
inA will be ^>ff A ^^ t^ wi^th^ i Bt ^^mv *^ woatuiL delay os iBcmMesii- 
ence. High wages will have to ba gviren, psohabl; ; Imt wa^ 
that drawback, most male labour is attainable,, even deapste-tha 
ftTnggerateil proaperitgf o£ HhA colony There ia a lai^ga daaa of 
meni here, who hav« been sa acoostomed to loods lor ^.little &n> 
plojpuent in fthftaring at itsparticnlar aeaBon, that it has beooma 
a sort of second natuza with them — and between, them and the 
squatters,, aoosduma to g^t their sheep shorn: at all hazardsy thasa 
is litde fear but that, an aizaDgement wUl be made^ The rata 
of wages will probahljr ba high, b«t wa fear that we do not <»rer* 
astaTnftl4i^ the usual sdlfishneas of trade,, in believing that tha 
English manufaetaress'mill not take the heavy chacgea of the 
sqpatters ¥ez]f seoonaly ta heast« peavaded only thegr eventnallj 
getthetwooL 

The candageof this important article to market^ pariieuladlj 
firam the more distant stations, isr » matter of more aeaoua 
doubt The rate of cartage ef stores to the diggings, a distunfia 
of leas thaa eighty miles,, has lately averaged, aft high^ aa 1601, 
pec ton. £ngliah maaufaetorera can. oalffliiatft for tbsmaelires 
how iax wool at fourteen or ftfteea penee a pound, aan. afSord 
such a Kite for transmisaion' aa this,, if multiplied by tke much 
greater diatanae of numy of. auv graaing districts ! It will bo 
some consolatioa fi^ thamto learn, thcDvthat this aiitEBSFagaitt 
rate has arisen finom the absolute naoessBlgr for the tnmsmissioii 
of stores for the actual snbsistanoe of men well able to pay high 
prices for them^ and also ftsom the te!rEibl& conditioa of the 
roadB„ never properly made, eonstiDtly wet from a severe winter, 
and cut up by an incessant traffio. As the season advanees, the 
roads will mend, and the rate of carriage will eventually dedine ; 
and,, in a matter in whioh ear settlers are so seriously and per- 
sonally interested aa that of the coaveyanoa of wool to tha 
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market, we feel ev^^ assuraiice that, sosolehow or other, all diffi- 
•culties will he overcome, and that the clip will be eTentnally 
shipped— not perhaps with perfect promptitude, or in the tczj 
highest condition—hut the great hulk of it will he shipped, at 
last 

The effect of the gold discoyeries of Australia upon the fntore 
production of wool is a matter of veiy serious consideratioiL 
The coimtry is capahle of producing a far larger quantity, if the 
land were divided and managed in a more intelligent and effi- 
cient manner. But there is little doubt that wages will rale high 
upon the average. They may reach a rate which the settlers 
cannot very well afford to pay. We do not think this likely, 
because in aU large coUections of men, great numbers are found 
who prefer an easy life with smaller remuneration, to severe 
labour well paid ; and we think that a sufficient number of sucb 
men will he included in the veiy extensive immigration now set- 
ting in upon our shores, to supply a competent number of shep- 
herds and hutkeepers for our settlers. But the very eztensiTe 
desertion of these pursuits for the more profitable employment 
at the mines is even already producing a very serious effect is 
the propagation of disease — ^the scab now spreading with great 
Irapidity in many districts, and its virulence being sadly aided bj 
the necessity of running the sheep in very large flocks, and not 
paying proper attention to their folding grounds. 

Another most important consideration is suggesting itself in 
reference to this suhject, in the probable effect upon the wool of 
our sheep by the almost certainly increased value of the car- 
cass. With population pouring in with unexampled rapid- 
ity, the question arises as to the capacity of our present stock 
of sheep and cattle being long able to supply the wants of 
the community for food; and any possihle prospect of scarcity 
in that way must so materially affect the price of meat, that it 
is quite within the bounds of possibility that the day may come 
when the value of the carcass may bear such a proportion to 
that of the fleece, that the latter may he nearly altogether 
neglected. 

We may perhaps be allowed to hint at one vexy obvious mode 
of assisting the settlers to overcome their present and future 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



APPENDIX. 159 

difficulties. An increase in the price of wool of sixpence, eight- 
pence, or a shilling a pound, would enahle them to do wondeA 
in meeting a high rate of wages ; and the hard-headed and in- 
telligent manufacturers of England will do well to consider this 
-view of the subject, and to make up their minds, if the Austra- 
lian wool is in reality of importance to them, that a few extra 
pence per pound will he very far from thrown away. 

Two things lend particular importance to the present subject, 
and they are well worthy the attention of those interested in the 
continued supply of Australian wooL One is the absurd and 
barbarous system of the present occupation of the Grown lands» 
which, amounting almost to a monopoly in favour of a few hun- 
dred squatters, produces the certain effects of aU monopolies, 
waste and mismanagement, the sacrifice of the interests of a 
community to the benefit of a class, and the interruption of the 
natural progress of a country, capable, possibly, of being 
eventually made all that England herself is. The other evil is 
presented in the feeling of irritation excited in the minds of the 
rest of the community by the unreasonable nature of the de- 
mands of those gentiemen, in reference to their claims to the 
exclusive possession of the lands, and the unscrupulous means 
adopted for the accomplishment of their object. If measures 
be not taken to relieve them from their present position of an- 
tagonism to the great bulk of the people, we fear the result wlQ 
be that, instead of being assisted in their pursuits, it wHl be- 
come a sort of religion upon the part of the colonists so to 
hamper and oppose them, as eventually to do away with them as 
mere nuisances, whose obstmctiveness and want of adaptation 
to the altered condition of the times, render their very existence 
incompatible with the welfare of the colony. 

Of the minor articles of export we have littie to say. The 
increased value of stock for slaughter will almost entirely do 
away with the boiling-down system, and the further export of 
tallow will most probably be veiy trifling indeed. As for hides 
and horns, and bark and bones, &c. — if our mercantile friends 
at home expect much attention to be paid to **such small deer," 
by a people standing up to their ankles in gold, we think that 
they will be likely to find themselves grievously disappointed. 
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• THE CEOP; 

The great dram upon the labour mar&et; and the profitable 
nse of working cattle in conTeying stores to the cBggings, haTe 
prevented veiy much of the land in tins colony fix>m being put 
mider crop. And again, the extra^ragant rates of fodder^hay 
being frequently higher in price than brown sugar — ^have caused 
attention to these articles, to the prejudice of the g^wth of 
wheat As the only other great granaries of tbese seas, Yan 
Diemen's Land and South Australia, haye fdso parted with a 
Tast mass of their labouring population^ we fbar that tiie 
quantity of bread-stuffb which they will be able to supply will 
fieJl very far short of our absolute wants. The Sydney dsstiict^ 
even in favourable seasons, cannot supply itseH^ and therefore 
we believe that very large importations of flour will be requisite. 
A few desultory speculations of the Americans to Sydney hare 
turned out rather unfavourably, which may indispose even the 
enterprising Yankees to further ventures ; but we hold a strong 
opinion, that we shall be wHIing purchasers of Ihis great article 
of food, occasionally at very profitable rates indeed. 



OUa SOCIAL CONDITIOIir. 

Deeply intorastad as wa axe in tha wal£Euee of ittia oolon;yy and 
naturally tenadous of ita chaiactor, it is wxdi tha moat ainceie 
soROw that we con&sft thai ita pn^sent eonditiion, m a social 
point of view, is almost as bad as it well oan be. 

Apart from the natocal afibets oi a rich gold-countzy, in disw> 
ing together a populatao& of at least a vexy ad/oenturom cha- 
zaater, ose neac neighbomiiood to the idand into which Oteat 
BtitauL so recklessly persistft in poun&g the crimioals frxnn. her 
CEDwded jails, has vexy aexiously ad&oted the corapositiaii of our 
ooEmmumty.- From.' this source many thousands of the greatest 
wietehea alxre have reached our shores, and the tone thereby 
imparted to onr society is one which every good dtizen must 
d^oie. Added to this, a negligent, feeble, and incompetent 
Govenuneiit has,, by its laxity ita passhaonyi and its absolate 
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imbecility, so complicated and fomented the erils aronnd ua, 
that the social constitution of the colony is in the most wretehed 
4SonditLon. Giimes of the most fearftil character and degree 
abomid on all sides ; the roads swarm with bushrangers ; the 
streets with burglars and desperadoes of every kind. In broad 
daylight, and in our most public streets, men have been knocked 
down, ill-used, and robbed; and shops h ave been invaded by 
armed ruffianSi who ha ve" stuck up " the m mates,"apd rifledlKe 
pr emises, even situated in c rowded m"OToughfare3. |At night, 
m^ dare not walk the streets, and thieves appear ti) be so thick 
upon the ground, and to be so unceasing in their operations, 
that we feel certain they must often rob each other. Murders 
of the most frightful character have become so numerous that 
they scarcely excite attention for a day, and such is the ineffici- 
ency of our police system, that scarcely since the foundation of 
the colony has any one perpetrator of premeditated murder been 
brought to justice. The police are cowed, or leagued with the 
actors in the outrages ; witnesses and prosecutors are bribed, 
or intimidated from appearing ; the administration of the law 
is fast sinking into contempt ; case after case is so confUsed 
with peijury and cross-swearing, that the facts are entirely 
hidden ; jurors are so scared with the condition of things 
around, that they are only too eager to return unfavourable 
verdicts, but this disposition is so complicated by the gross in- 
capacity of one at least of the principal law officers of the 
Crown, that the resulte are most disastrous. It is a shocking 
thing to say it, but we really believe that in many of the cases 
aoUudicated upon in our criminal courts, what with peijuiy, the 
absence of witnesses, the fears of panic-stricken jurors, and the 
blunders of those who conduct the prosecutions, no more sub- 
stantial justice is administered than would be the fact if cases 
were left to the chance decision of a " toss up." We have all 
the evils of Lynch law without ite vigour and its promptitude ; 
and a very considerable portion of the community makes no 
ceremony of advocating the introduction of that barbarous and 
sanguinary practice. 

This is doubtless a painful picture. It is, alas ! too true a 
one : we wish that we could soften its tints, or colour it a little 

L 
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more brigfa^f . But we h«re showtt tiie adfUtageB of tke 
eoloax; we eumot hoaestlj supp fe ga its eiils. We wxika to «»- 
foAny not to mUlemd; and whatever the aspect of the eoloa^, 
ear duty st present is simplj to describe it. 



THE ST£AH£BS«. 
The commencement of steam commmiication^-the event so 
anziotisly looked forhy the colonies as so adyantageoiu to IxfOi 
eonntries — has not been Tery anspidons. Hre steamers 
haye aniyed up to the present time, and none of them 
hare achiered a passage much 'snperior to that of many 
sailing vessels. The Avitmiian and the Sydney were the 
worst cases : judging from these specimens, we are not das- 
posed to angor much for the Aastralian 9team Navigation 
Company's enterprise. The Chiuan and the Formosa were 
better, bat not eqnal to what we should expect from the splen- 
did fleet under the control of the PenznsTdar and Oriental 
Steam Narigstion Company. The Great Britain made a 
passage of eighty-three days; bat probably she woold have 
distanced all her rirals by some days had it not been for a 
mistake about the coals. We hope very soon to witness the 
results to be attained by the Panama route ; but meantime we 
beg to impress upon the proprietors of steamers to Australia, 
that they may just as well send out saifing-Tessels if the 
steamers cannot make passages of about sixty to seventy days. 
The prolonged passage of the Sydney was a positive evil of 
great magnitude; it detuned the mails needlessly, oonfnsed 
commercial transaeticas, and caused very great anxiety. 



INTEECOLONIAL TRAPFIC. 
In connection with this subject, we may mention that an 
immense xnerease in intercolonial trafBo has caused a oorxe- 
sponding rise in the value of steam-vessels for the trade. A 
striking instance recently occurred. The Claremeey a small 
steamer^ buih in England for the AustraBan colonies, was sold 
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for S9,960L ; iriulft lier Hist cost, mdnding the opense tf 
bringing her out, was ahcmt 13,0001^ Sh« is the propertj' of 
a company in Yaa Biemen's Land, and rims between this 
port and LaimeestoD* Another instance was the Keera; she 
cost about 6,0002. in England not maaj months ranee, and 
was sold the other day for 10,5001. These facts speak fbr 
themselTSS as to the profits made npon the exportation of 
steamers^ and the rate of remuneration at which they can be 
worked* 



FINANCIAL. 

The financial prosperity of the colony is eridenced by the 
fact that the reyenne for the past September quarter amonnted 
to 462,3402. U. 5A, while in the corresponding qnarter of the 
prerionsyear it was only 53,1942. 6«. Id, Land was sold daring 
the qnarter to the valne of 267,7542. 4s, lOd, The gold licenses 
yielded 109,7952. lOv. 4d., besides 10,8972. 4«. lid. for e8C<^ 
fees. The Customs* duties alone realized 55,3782. 8«. lOii, 

On the other hand the pnbMc expenditure has enormously 
increased. The estimates for next year haye just been laid 
before the Legislatiye Council. The ways and means are set • 
down at 1,733,6002., the expenditure at 1,749,0422. Of this 
latter sum not less than 412,7152. is for the police establish- 
ments ; 94,4492. for penal establishments ; the administration 
of justice, 42,2801. ; military, 67,4891. : making a total of 
616,9881. to be spent in protecting life and property, and re- 
pressing crime. That such a sum should be deemed necee- 
saiy fbr the purpose in so limited a community, is sufficiently 
rignifieant of the blessings to be reaped fhmi close proximity 
to a penal eolcipy. 



THE YIELB OF WOOL. 
All recent adrices agree in showing the extremie anxiety 
that is felt among the woollen manufacturers of Great Britain 
ivith respeet to the probable effect of the gold disooveiy rsffoa 
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our yield of wool. We are happy, therefore, to be able to 
report so far fayonrably of the matter as to state that the 
shearing is proceeding with its usual regularity — that the 
aettiers find no difficulty in securing the services of an ade- 
quate number of men, both for washing and removing the 
fleece— -and that there is every reasonable probability of the 
wool being conveyed to the ports for shipment without any very 
ruinous expense or any Teiy serious delay. The rate of wages 
for washing, shearing, &c., is, of coxurse, higher than usual; 
but, as stated in a previous English summary, there has 
grown up throughout these colonies a large class of men who 
have become so accustomed to take the shearing, reaping, ifec, 
at the proper seasons, that the labour-market must reach a 
Tery peculiar condition indeed before either the wool or the 
cereal crops are likely to go ungathered altogether. 

While upon this subject, however, we must remark briefly 
upon the fact of the last intelligence from the wool-marketa of 
Great Britain being of a very unsatisfactory nature as regards 
the prices realized, the rates for most descriptions of wool 
ruling some pence per pound lower than previous quotations. 
It must be obvious to all that this aflbrds but very poor en- 
couragement to Australian settlers to meet a high rate of 
wages, the difficulties of contending with disease, and of getting 
up and^ forwarding their wool in first-rate style. We have 
before warned those interested in this important trade, and we 
now warn them again most emphatically, that there is a pro- 
cess going on which has a most marked tendency to lead to 
the deterioration of our beautiful Australian wools. The 
rapid influx of population, all immediately becoming large 
consumers of animal .food, and able to pay handsomely for it, 
must, at no distant date, lead to such a predominance of the 
value of the carcass, in proportion to that of the fleece, as to 
cause the latter to be comparatively neglected. 
^- If, then, the ^British manufacturer really values the fine 
wools of this continent, it will be necessary that he should show 
his appreciation of them by affording the only legitimate en- 
couragement in his power. If he pays such a price as will 
BtiU keep the fleecis to its proper relative position to the carcass. 
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the filling up of the country will increase onr export of wool 
without much deteriorating either its quality or condition. 
But if he allows the price to sink again and again, till it 
becomes scarcely worth consideration in these golden times, 
it must be evident to all that the sheep will he reared almost 
solely with a view to a supply of food, the fine wools of Austra- 
lia will become as matter of history, and Great Britain will have 
to seek in other countries a supply of raw material for one of 
her principal manufactures. 



GEOLOGY OF THE VICTOKIA GOLD FIELDS. 

EXTRACT FBOU A DESPATCH FROM LnSUT.-GOVEBNOB IJLTBOBE. 

I present the following report for the information of her 
Majesty's Government. 

In the case of the workings at Anderson^s <€reek, sixteen 
miles from Melbourne, though the ground was placed at the 
close of August under the direct supervision of the Crown 
Commissioner of the county of Bourke, and no person aUowecK, 
to continue the search for gold without permission, it was 
evident that the constant rains and floods interposed such 
obstacles in the way of the work attempted to be carried on in 
the bed of a watercourse, as to render any steady gain out of 
the question ; and subsequent events, to be presently referred 
to, have caused the almost entire temporary abandonment of 
the ground. 

The workings at Clunes, ninety miles from Melbourne, on 
one of the head waters of the West Loddon river, were more 
perseveringly carried on for a time, during the latter part of 
August and beginning of September. The people congregated 
there were subjected to the occasional oversight of an officer of 
Government, and surveillance of a small detachment of the 
native police-force, with the full understanding that licenses 
must be taken out as soon as the proper officer was in a position 
to come upon the ground, and carry out the regulations. But 
before this could be done, they also were suddenly deserted 
not from any real unproductiveness, but from the discovery, 
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within a distance of thirty miles, of the new gold-field, to wixicli 
Inowtnzn. 

A personal visit and in^eetion of the groimd, fmm wlueii 
I returned a lew dajs ago, has been of great use to me in fbcm- 
ing a judgment of the real state of the case. 

The locality now known by the name of &e BaUaxat di^- 
ings lies tibovA six miles in a direct line from the rexnmA- 
aUe Tolcanic hill still known by the nattye name of Bonin^ 
yong, and to the west of Warreneep, another eminenoe of 
similar origin, rising on the same ridge or water-shed. The 
geological formation of the comitry would appear to be the 
ordinazy quartz ore, iron, sandstone, and day slate, whieh is 
80 general throughout this colony. Golden Point, where the 
principal workings at Ballarat have been opened, presents, 
soperficiaHy, no feature to distinguish it from any other of the 
numerous forested spurs which descend from the broken ranges 
at the foot of the higher ridges, and which bound the valley 
of the Leigh on either side. Yet although' it is now seen 
that the gold is to be found in one position or another, in 
greater or less quantities, in the whole of the surrounding 
country, both on the ranges, or in the flats, or in the water- 
courses, various causes would seem to have given this parti- 
cular point a superficial structure at least veiy distinct from 
others in its neighbourhood as far as they have been exaihined, 
and have made it the depository of a far greater quantity of the 
precious metal, within a limited area, than has hitherto been 
discovered. This particular structure, as far as it is now dis- 
closed, would appear to be confined to the lower, and especially 
the northern and north-eastern portions of the extreme slopes 
and extremities of the spur. Boughly stated, a section of a 
working shows, under the superficial soil ; — 

1. Bed ferruginous earth and gravel. 

S. Streaked yellowish and red clay. 

8. Quartz gravels of moderate size. 

4. Large*quartz pebbles and boulders ; masses of ironstone, 
set in very compact clay, hard to work. 

5. Blue and white clay. 

6. Pipe clay. 
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B«]ow idiioh none ni the irarkings have]as yet been oamed* 
Yet fllthoiigh rack majr be the general order of tbe strnta, 
nothing is more striking than the iiregularity of the pzopor- 
tioDB in irfaieh tfa^ ere foond to be distributed, the rariely of 
inoKnation obserrsble within a limited spaee, or the nnequai^ 
defth at whidi any giren stratiim^may be found to He below 
the surface. In some workings the pipe-clay may be reached 
at the depth of ten or twelve feet ; in others, not at thirty or 
upwards. In £Mt, there are hardly two workings, however 
approximate, which furnish similar sections. Gold has been 
detected, I believe, in all the superior formations, even in the 
snperfieial soiL But by fiur the richest deposit is found in the 
small veins of blue day, which lie ahnost above the so-called 
*' ppe-day," in which no trace of the ore has been discovered. 
The ore is, to all appearance, quite pure. It is found ooca- 
donally in rolled or waterwom irregular lumps, of various 
dzes, ih>m a quarter or half an ounce \o one or two ounces in < 
weight, sometimes incorporated irith round pebbles of quartz, 
which i^pears to have formed its original matrix; at other 
times, without any admixture whatever, in irregular rounded 
or smooth pieces, and again in fased, irregular masses of pure 
metal of great beauty, weighing, in some instances, seven or 
nine ounces. It is also found combined with quartz pebbles or 
gravel of various sizes, evident]^ united to them while in a,ftised 
state, and on the surface of the detached masses of iron sand- 
stone, but in the greatest abundance in the clays, trom which it 
is washed in the finrn of rounded or flattened grains, like sifted 
gravel and sand of varied sizes. These will, however, be fre- 
quently seen to be interspersed with larger pieces, either pure 
or combined with quartz, as before described. 

I have met with no instances in this locality of the form 
commonly called ** scale gold." The seams of the auriferous 
bhie day, the general position of which I have described, axe 
found to be most irregular in their deposit, and seldom more 
than four or five inches in thickness. They appear, disappear, 
and break ofi^ and thin out, continually. The closest proximity 
to a rich vein in an adjacent working can afford no certain as- 
surance that the labour of the adventurer will be similarly re- 
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warded. I may give your lordship some idea of the value of this 
partial deposit, however, when hit upon, by staling that X wit- 
nessed, during my visit, the washing of two tin dishes of tliis 
day, of about twenty inches in diameter, the yield of which, iras 
no less than eight ponnds* weight of pure gold; and I have seen 
two or at most three cubic inches of the same yield four ounces. 



MELBOURNE AS I SAW IT. 

BT A SYDNEY VISITOB. 

On arriving at Williamstown, the first thing which attracts 
the eye is the immense amount of shipping anchored in the 
harbour, most of which, from the disordered state of the rig- 
ging, you at once perceive have been laid up from some cause 
for a length of time ; and upon inquiry you are informed that 
many of the fine fleet before you have been there for nearly the 
past twelvemonth for want of hands. '* All gone to the diggings, 
sir," said our informant. " See that saucy little bark there ; her 
captain gave the men leave to go four months ago, and now he 
has advertised for them to come back— but dont he wish he 
may get them ! " Of vessels so circumstanced there cannot be 
fewer than from fifty to sixty, notwithstanding that the enorm- 
ous figure of from 602. to 702. is freely offered to seamen for 
the run home. 

The city itself, though well laid out, is in the most wretched 
condition as regards all sanitary regulations, and as regards, 
what is of still more immediate consequence to its inhabitants 
— protection for life and property. The rains, which have not 
yet ceased for the season, continue to pour down in incessant 
torrents, covering all the flat and marshy ground around the 
city, and within it it is no exaggeration to say that the streets 
are like so' many rivers of mud, and in many instances knee- 
deep. So deep and so dirty are the streets, that one out of 
evexy three pedestrians you me6t in the course of the day, has 
his nether man encased in a pair of huge leather boots— no 
other way of getting along with safety being available. The 
corporation of Sydney may be blamed, and perhaps justly^ in 
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many instanoes, for neglect of dnty ; bat those who so seyerely 
take them to task, ought to come to Melbourne, the golden dty, 
and take a lesson from the careless and inefficient manner in 
which the city council of that city performs its Amctions. Add 
to the filthy state of the streets just mentioned, the fact that 
there is no gas in the town, nor is there the slightest attempt 
made to light it in any way, and that water for culinary purposes 
is so dear as to become an article of luxury rather than of use, 
and you will be able to form some slight idea of the sanitaiy 
condition of this beau ideal city. 

Before forming your opinion, howeyer, there is yet another 
ingredient in its social condition to be considered, namely, that 
there is not household accommodation for one-third of its pre- 
sent occupants. I have seen instances of over-crowding in 
sleeping apartments since I came here, that were it to occur in 
any other country in the world would breed almost instant 
fever. It is no rare thing to see twenty stout and stalwart men 
each requiring as much air for the proper inflation of his lungs 
as an ox, stretched upon the floor of a close, confined, un- 
venWated room, night after night, and for this predous accom- 
modation various prices are charged, from one-and-sixpence to 
half-a-crown. When I saw this crowd, I could not help thinking 
that the Yankee plan on such an emergency would answer ad- 
mirably. It was to lay the first batch down on the floor till 
they got asleep, and then ** stand them up on end'* against th« 
wall, and lay down another set, and so on, till the room might 
be as well packed as the Egyptian Necropolis. Nor in this re- 
spect are what may be termed respectable taverns much better. 
I know an instance where four men were sleeping in one room, 
in a respectable hotel, and were all thrown into dirty sheets, 
handed on the first morning of their sojourn, dirty, nay, filthy 
towels ; and after the lapse of four days, I happened to meet 
with one of the party, and making inquiry as to whether there 
had been any reform in the toilet department, '* No,*' said he, 
<' the same nasty things are there yet. We asked for a change, 
bat were told that if we did not like them we might change our 
quarters, and so we are just as before.*' Change their quarters, 
indeed ! well did Mr. Boniface know that that was imppssible. 
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The ditrge lor this aooommodatioii is 2t. 6iK. per sight per 
jpan ; 2#. M, per man for a miserable excuse for a breakfuat; ; 
St. fer a dinaer, in wMeh beef and mutton are made to nng tlie 
diaages alteraaikelj; aad Ui. 6d, for tea — end oh, ye gods ! sacb, 
a tea. Oivilsty is so searoe an article in the market^ that it is 
mqiiotable. Private lodgings are still more diflSenlt to be ob- 
tained, and that| too, at Uie modest figure of dOf . per ireek for 
aeoommodalions that fow would think of ofiEenng in yoor csify. 
The houses in general are but half finished, and when they are 
crammed full, sometimes as many as four families in a small 
hox of a place not sufficient to' accommodate a fourth of the 
people thrust into it» you may conceive how disagreeably situated 
the whole are. I have been in many places, and have seen the 
over-crowded lodging-houses in almost aU the endgrating ports 
of Great Britain ; bijit all that I have ever beheld in that way 
foils short of a tithe of what I have seen since I came to Mel- 
bourne; and yet the ciy is still they come, **not in single files 
but in battalions.** 

This alaiming state of things has at length aroused the at- 
tention of Govenmient, and caused them to advertise for tenders 
for the construction of wooden sheds for the rec^tion of the 
immense masses of emigrants expected here in the course of 
the spring, but whether they will find workmen enough to 
forego the chances of gold-digging to construct them is at 
psesent problematic. Another matter which the Legislative 
Council has taken np to remedy the evils arising from this state 
of things, is the relaxation of the Act in reference to the build- 
ing of weatherboard houses within the city. If this had been 
done at an earlier date, much hardship, misery, and human 
suffering would have been arrested : for I can assure you that 
with all the outward prosperity, the flowing wealth, and the 
profuse expenditure of money which goes on here, there are 
many, very many cases of hapless and unfortunate destitution. 
Many a person has come here with a high heart, a stout aim, 
and a light purse^ and although the demand for labour is abund- 
ant stall, before he could procure that suitable to his capacity, 
instances not few nor rare have occtmed wherein the lightnws 
of his purse brought him to destitution in a place where every 
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« 

neeessary of £ISb k sold «t almost famine prices. I paztioolarljr 
warn your reafiLers against coming here slightly provided for, in 
a peoimiaiy point of view, for should Uiey stop here long, they 
will find that it is no snch easy matter to live, or even snhsist, 
in this place. 

The moral conditioii of tiie populaticm is (I mean of the 
Btaases) d^orably low. Proceed where you will, oaths, exe- 
crations, and obscenity grate upon yonr ear. Every pabiie- 
houae—and the name is legion-— from early morning till even- 
ing (no respectable people are out after nightfall), resoonds 
with hrawl and indecency. Intoxication seems to have run riot 
among the lower orders ; and so far from that gold, which they 
all seem to have in profusion, being attended with a blessing, I 
verily believe that to many it will be a bitter curse. I have no 
means of estimating how much money is spent daily in this 
way; but when I inform you that no man can c^en his mouth, 
and swallow anything, even a glass of <* colonial," in a puUio- 
house, under sixpence, and wheni state that I believe theate am 
at least 5,000 habitual drunkards within the 43ity, not to qpeak 
of the '* moderate" men, it will be seen tiiat the amount of gold 
dust tihus disposed of must be enormous. 

Crime of a more heinous dye is just as prevalent as drunk- 
enness. No man having even the appearance of respectability 
can go abroad in the imlighted, unswept, and filthy streets 
without running, the- -ris k. of being, "bailed up," a s the slang 
phrase goes ; and should the victim of these marauders make 
resistance, or, what is wor8e,1 should he prove a " blank," and, 
no plunder be found upon him, woe betide the unlucky wight 
for dtting to be abroad without his pockets being well lined to 
satisfy these gentlemen of the road, whose depredations are 
rendered of easy performance in consequence of the laxity of 
the police force, if a force it can be called. 

Some people here go so far as to assert that these ruffians 
and the custodians of the law and the property of the people, 
are in league, with what grounds I cannot say; but certain I 
am, that were it so, they could not more effeetually assist the 
**p]!0>prig " firatemily than they at present do. It is proverbialv 
that a policeman is never to be found when wanted; but in 
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Melbourne, it is said, that you bad better want a policeman than 
find one; for, in the former case, 310a may protect yoorsel^ 
whilst in the event of calling for, and finding, one of the Bines, 
yon are very likely to find a confederate robber. The per- 
formances of these gentlemen are not just confined to the mere 
practice of " bailing-up,** though that forms. a very lacratiTe 
portion of their trade, for burglaries and highway robberies are 
becoming more frequent than ever. I may mention one in- 
cident, slight in itself, but calculated to show how audaciously 
these gentry pursue their avocation. A few evenings since, I 
was at the house of a friend of that peace-loving class called 
Quakers, and several other gentlemen were there besides, when 
we were all at once starled by a heavy rap at the door. Our 
host and "Mend" immediately opened it, when a herculean 
savage thrust a great bullet-head inside, and, in the most in- 
solent tones, demanded either money or a night's lodging. 
[Friend John expostulated; but, being rather diminutiye in 
stature, the intruder paid but little attention to him tmtil he 
perceived the company, when he retired grumbling and swear- 
ing, ** what, though he was a Government man, he had as good 
a right to summut as any other." It is generaUy believed her© 
that the parties who are the ringleaders, at least, of those vaga- 
bonds are those gentlemen whom Earl Qrej so pathetically 
describes as bearing favourable comparison with the firee end- 
grants who have come here ; and should the bill now before the 
Council for stopping the aforesaid class of scoundrels from in- 
festing these shores prove inefiidctual, I understand that it is 
the intention of the citizens to form themselves into a sort of 
volunteer watchguard for the protection of life and property. In 
fact, if the present disorganized state of society continues much 
longer, some such proceeding will be absolutely necessaiy, as 
Government se^ms to pay no heed whatever to the matter. 
They are, I am given to understand, too busy with schemes for 
the aggrandizement of their partizans and supporters to heed 
the welfare of the community. 

The advance of Melbourne, in a commercial point of view, is 
surprisingly rapid, and so far her prosperity seems to be based 
on a safe monetary foundation. The business part of the city 
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is crowded each day hy an anzioas throng, mostly parties pre- 
paring for, or returning from, the diggings. The physique of 
these different lots is quite amnsing to contemplate. In one 
lot yon win see the lately arrived *<new chum,*' with his care- 
fully cultiyated moustache, raised on the voyage, a la Bond- 
street, his leathern oreraUs, his fancy stick, and his ** swag" 
done up in Macintosh. In another you may behold the *< old 
hand," the wary old file who has campaigned it at the Turon, at 
Braidwood, and at the Mount, and who is now preparing for a 
trip to the Bendigo, but who declares that there is no use going 
till the roads are open. With him there is none of your finery. 
A pair of stout boots, a blanket, and the everlasting ^ hook-pot," . 
complete his equipment. Anon you enter a gold-buyer's shop, 
and perceive a party disposing of the proceeds of their ad- 
venture. One party of three that I saw the other day, had 145 
pounds weight to dispose of. Another, a sailor lad, had 28 lbs., 
the produce of three months' work at the Bendigo. Such in- 
stances are of no rare occurrence ; in short, they are rather the 
rule than the exception. 

Whilst I have said so much about the immorality of the 
place, it is but fair to state that my remarks apply only to a 
certain class, who are, as it were, beyond the pale of society, but 
whose conduct exercises a pernicious influence upon the whole 
social system. I have been to most of the churches on sab- 
bath, and I was pleased to find all of them well filled with re- 
spectable and attentive congregations. Indeed, in one par- 
ticular, it may be said that the clergy are reaping a golden 
harvest from the diggings themselves. I allude to the demand 
which there is for their services ia that ceremony which binds 
the sexes together " for better for worse " through life. And let 
me inform you that a digger's marriage here is no every day 
affair, though they be on each successive Sunday ** thick as 
leaves in Yallambrosa." The turn-out on all occasions is spicy. 
I have seen even the wheels of the vehicles (six in number) 
adorned with rosettes of love ribbons ; the Jarvey and the horse 
covered with white so profusely that at a distance they might 
pass for a small locomotive pyramid of snow. Andaich dresses 
as are worn by the brides and bridesmaids — such silks, such 
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Mtiiit,oniigeUo06(nB8,aDdaiaA»p«nph«niafiftieq^ i 
aecetswy to ftdom the smanAte whith tlie UocumBg fair 0110 is 
ftbovt to make of her pieeioiis self to John Snobs, the fbrtm«te 
gold-digger, but now the doablj tetODafte Snobe. 

SometiMes yam wiU see an attempt to ape the gentaei la m 
style that is truly ndienloae. The Seotdi bane a proverl^ te tlte 
effiset that ** butter wiU come thxovgh the brose," and, m i 
iastanoes, eveEytking might pass off mmotieed, and the ' 
be cheated into the belief that the parties were not of the 1 
mob» bat for some such imliieky eiroamstance as the ^ ^«my 
man* eu^oying the blast of the ^ dndeen," or, as itis nMse fa- 
miliarly eaUedy ** blowing a doud," amidst the finery whieb liar 
the nonce smxound him. On last Sondigr, a genivB of this 
kidney walked straight to the church, p^ in his te^b, and 
nerer remembered the circumstance till admonished ads the 
altar by the clergymen on the levity of his condnet. TMngr, 
pms» watches, and ornaments of all kinds, sre greatlj m re- 
quisition by this class, most oi whom, like the famous hoya of 
Kilkenny, in the olden time, **are stout roving Uadesy" and 
spend their money freely, when they get into company iiriih 
*' pretty young maids.*' It is at the dreus and in the theatre, 
however, that the fortunate gold diggw is seen to ftifl advan- 
tage* In days gone by, when T. P. CSooke used to do the 
sailor, to the unbounded admiration oi eveiy true Britisli tar, 
Jack used, on such occasions, to dononstrate his own foeGsh- 
ness and the strength of his pocket at the same time; hatit 
was reserved for the Melbourne miner to cap the climax of ah- 
surdity in this respect It is not enough for him to give ei|^t 
or ten shillings for a seat, and to shout bis applause as loud as 
any other donkqr, but he needs must mariL his approibaliamof 
the veriest stuff that ever was ranted from a stage, by the nMse 
substantial tokens of cronms, half^sowns, and sovereigns, 
thrown <m the stage to their partleular frmmrites. 
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DESCKIPTION OF MKLBOUENE. 

BT ▲ aOIJ>-SEXXXB. 

Altboagh tbft seeneiy in the neighboorliood of the eapttal of 

yjctonm euk laj dnm to bat little pretension of lAit Br. 

Syntax kit hia hone in sesich of, gtiU there are many pleaeaat 

spots in its 'vidnity irh&ee one givett to rambling may spend e 

qmet aftemoon, aaad wbere **ye manners and ye enalomB of ye 

people" may be learned as dearly as if yon mingled in all theb 

everyday sfocations. I do not remember wbo it was that said 

thai a London shopkeeper was only to be known when he got 

rid of the smoke on a Sunday ; and verily I believe the remade 

applies with great trnthfnlness to the shopooraey of Melbonme, 

as well as to those of the insignificant village on the banks of 

the Thames. Amongst the most poplar places of resort, or as 

they are faoetionsly styled by some, Sabbath recreation, are St. 

Eilda, and Liardet's Beach, both situated on the margin of the 

noble bay, nearly opposite Williams Town. Although Mel- 

boome possesses a tolerably fSair steam fleet, in the shape of 

various tag boats, belonging chiefly to Captain Cole, not one of 

these vessels is allowed to ply on Sunday ; and hence, as may 

be siqvposed, there is, upon one day in the week at least, a very 

great demand for horseflesh. In fiatct, the horse-market— I 

mean the basaars and livery stables— upon a Sunday mormng, 

presents quite sn animated spectacle, for here almost every maa- 

coline bqied of the gemu homo conaiderB it his peculiar privilege 

to mount his horse on Sunday, without, be it remembered, the 

smallest reference to the fSact as to whether he oan ride or not; 

and permit me to Say that sundry jokes have been ereked at 

sailors on horseback, but were the perpetrators to see alot of 

diggers snd shopmen in Melboume mounted on their Boa- 

nantes, hencefarth and for ever th^ would hold their peaoe. 

Scenes the most laughable occur, yet aU seems to be in good 

part The fellows have come out to eigoy themselves, and am 

not to be put out of humour by trifles* 

St £lda lies about three milea from Melboun% on the soiolli 
ndeof the TaKr% and M there is »e highway, exoept the unil 
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bush mts, after the Prince's Bridge is crossed, the walk or lide, 
which yon please, is very pleasant. Arrived at the village, jon 
are somewhat surprised at the appearance of rapid growth 
which everything indicates. Honses (wooden of course) are in 
course of construction — some nearly finished, others but com- 
menced — and yet so eager are the people for house accom- 
modation, that the shingles are scarcely on the roofs before 
they are tenanted. At St Eilda there is a very fine hotel, at 
which I can assure you they charge very fine prices ; but then. 
Lord bless yon, in the ^ go-a-head city," as Melbourne is now 
called, who cares for a handful of silver ? I was much pleased 
to observe here a taste more generally difiused for the cultiva- 
tion of flowers than is to be found generally about Melbourne. 
I like to see those pretty little plots of ground, in hxmt of 
dwelling-houses, neatly and carefully cultivated, as to my mind 
it gives stronger evidence of the comfort of the " people vrithin," 
than ahnost any other circumstance, barrin' a balance at your 
banker's, which can be named. 

The ramble f^om St. Eilda to Liardet's Beach, by the margin 
of the wide and noble bay, a distance of about two miles, is both 
healthAil and agreeable — not that the scenery of the bay is of 
such a description as to call forth many encomiums from the 
tourist, for beyond the broad expanse of water, dotted, nay, 
closely studded with shipping at anchor, there is nothing to 
relieve the dull monotony of the place. At liardet^s, however, 
the scene changes, and from the shore and your own reflections 
(that is, if you be like the parson's horse, of a reflective turn of 
mind) you^are once more aroused by the din of human voices. 
Here they are again — shopkeepers, shopmen, diggers, ladies, 
diggers' wives, horses, hackney carriages, shandys, gigs, and 
almost every possible and sometimes very questionable modes 
of conveyance, all congregated on the sand. Pedestrians wan- 
dering, promenading, flirting, drinking, laughing, t-allriir^g on 
the pier, and in the shade of the cool verandahs, pic-nics in the 
scrub, mirth and merriment everywhere ; boatmen lustily bawl- 
ing for passengers, and waiters for more drink at the bar of the 
hdtel. Tents are pitched upon all the ground surrounding this 
house of entertainment, wherein many a new chum £or the 
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first time indulges in a glass of ale, and when he has paid sis- 
pence and swallowed his swankey, declared upon his honour and 
soul that ** It is not half so good as Burton or Alt<»i." A good 
deal of novelty is added to this scene hy the constant transit to 
and from a lacge ship^ the Duke of Be^ord, which is here 
moored off 1h.e pier, and turned into a model lodging-house. 
^' Bed and hoaiid, sic,'* said our conductors on hoard, the otiber 
day, '* for two pounds a week ; delightful matdne residence and 
hoatage &xund ^ wtrO the haixain-" Decidedly the accommoda- 
tions are excellenl^ and the w<»Uiy propnetor, I was informed, 
keeps a good table. I need scarcely say, that his ajpartments 
are full; juxd. it would he well if jl few more of the doeens upon 
dozens of idle shifw now lying in luurbour were- turned to an 
equally usefol and profitable account to their owneca. I was 
a good deal surprised to find amidst all the recreations of all 
classes and all kinds who visit tlie beach upon Sunday so little 
riot or intoxication. That an immense amount of liquor is 
drunk there is no doubt; but still, except upon the anival of a 
lot of "new churns^" with more money than sense, you will 
hardly observe any riot or drunkenness. Noise there is—Babel 
itself could not be worse, but still t^ere is order. 

The road from the beach to town lies through a low, maarshy 
scrub, which presents not one single pleasing feature, exo^t, in- 
deed« we were to diveige at the Emerald Hill, and take a lo<^ in 
at the encampment. This encampment, it wiU be observed at a 
glance, consists hut of the tents of gold-diggers in troMitu to 
the Hount or elsewhere. Yon are scarcely on the hill till that 
fioct becomes painfully Apparent. There axe the covectngs 
erected by poor new-comers to shelter themselves from the 
heavens, and to make a temporary but safe refuge for them- 
aelves, their luggage, and .their families. And oh ! sadh squalor, 
such jooiseiy, and such a ground for imbibing the seeds of dis- 
eases, which may never again be eradicated from the system ! 
It is pifciahle to see well-dressed and genteelly reared females, 
young and tender infants as well as grown-up personi^ crouch- 
ing, and aqauatting in those miserable wigwams^ of which a 
Nosth Amerioan Indian would be ashamed. But what can the 
creatures do ? I do not like to particiilaris^ 'but a few days 

X 
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since I dropped upon an old friend, one who at home was wont 
to have and to ei^joy the comforts of life and polished society, 
and never shall I forget the mute but expressive look of abject 

desolation with which he brought me in to see Mrs. S 

and the two children. " This is different from what the htizn- 
bug lecturers and paid philanthropists at home led us to be- 
lieve," said he. And so it was. I asked if he had got a 
situation. "Yes," said he, " I have; but what of that? I get 
42. a week, but cannot get a two-roomed hovel to put them into 
(pointing with affection to his family), for less than 21. 10«., and 
what with bread at ll^d. per lb., beef at 6<7. and 7d,, wood at 
dl. lOs.f and water at God knows how much— do you think it 
possible we could subsist on 30«. per week ? " I could remain no 
longer, so shaking my friend by the hand, bade him be of good 
cheer, and departed. 

The botanic garden is another favourite resort for the Mel- 
boumites upon Sundt^y : but its visitors are of a diflTerent class. 
This is the ground where half the " matches'* which grace our 
churches daily are contracted; here it is that newly-married 
husbands display to wondering swains their lovely (?) and 
loving (?) brides — at least during the honeymoon it is so. The 
collection of flowers is not of the best description, being rather 
too gaudy and too common for such a place ; but if they be 
gaudy there is some excuse to be found for the curator, in the 
circumstance that he is naturally driven to compete with gar- 
deners of human flowers who perambulate his walks. Such 
blaze of silk and satin, such bonnets, such feathers, flowers 
(artificial, of course), and such ribbons — such 'finery of all 
kinds as is displayed on that little piece of ground on one single 
Sunday, would set your brains a wool-gathering ^as to how on 
earth Melbourne produced as many dress and bonnet-makers 
as could rig out this mart of fashion. I was particularly struck 
with the freshness and beauty of many of the charming belles 
who frequent the gardens, regular Baby Blakes in their way, 
contrastifig strongly with the general sallow and somewhat ac- 
climatized style of female beauty prevalent about Sydney. 
They are generally handsome, and fresh in colour; but then, 
if they should chance to open their lips, the delusion is at once 
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dispelled, and the dimpled cheeks and laughing eyes i?hich but 
a moment before you had been ardently admiring, are trans- 
formed into the most unsophisticated lumps of barbarous 
ignorance that has ever been pitchforked into the world. '^ Oh 
ladies," said a friend the other day, ^* if you could but hold your 
tongues!" 

Far different, however, are the scenes to be witnessed here 
sometimes ; and amongst the many strange vicissitudes of for- 
tune which I daily witness, none strikes me so painfuUy during: 
my stay here, as the forlorn condition of the newly-arrived pas- 
sengers from Europe. The convict is cared for, tended, fed,, 
housed, dothed, and respectably treated in Van Diemen's Land, 
upon his arrival. The free emigrant is more or less cared for ; 
but the man — ^the man whose honest sense of independence, and. 
whose manly pride, has withheld him &om placing himself and 
his wife under any eleemosynaiy obligations from his country, 
is permitted in this overflowing, glutted, immoral, misgoverned, 
and debauched town, to perish in the ditch side ; and happy for 
himself and his family if he get leave to do that in peace, and be 
not taxed for the luxury. In a country like this, with land illi- 
mitable, what think you of Government, and such an imbecile, 
spendthrift Government, charging 5«. per week per tent to such 
creatures, and appointing a staff of officers to collect this im- 
post, the one-half of whose salaries the whole revenue from this 
source would not pay? Oh ! it is monstrous. Labour, give ns- 
labour, shouted the people of Victoria. Thousands, tens of 
thousands of sturdy artizans and labourer^ ara poured upon^her 
shores weekly — ^her gold revenue produoes nearly 900,000/. a 
year, independently of all other sources of income, and yet not a 
hovel, not a shed, not a free tent, has been appropriated for the- 
use even for a night of those hardy adventurers, who have been 
wiled to her shores. Such a state of things will carry their own 
cure with them. Men will begin to speculate upon the expe- 
diency of retaining a government which does nothing but batten 
on the vitals of the'pubUc, whose every act either betokens gross 
carelessness, gross ignorance, or what is still worse, gross favour- 
itsm, almost amounting to misappropriation of the public money. 
Men will ask, and the question must be answered, what has be. 
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oome of the revenues «f the oolony? Bat, periups the best 
innstralaon I can give you is to point ont t^ ohaigas to 
irfaioh poor, confiding pftssengen are sulgected to before koidiiig 
here firom iSbtt bay. These people take their passage at LiTier> 
p«M>l or London on the faith that themselves and kiggage will 
be delivered at Melbonme the same as at Sydney; bntgmess their 
aaftonishment when they find that they ha^ 4s. eadi to pay for 
steam-boat Hre np, and 30t. per ton for their linage, and i^en 
they get on the whar^ there are other daes irhioh, as tke 
wharves belong to private individuals, are fixed at sneh rates as 
the owners please. 

1 may give you an instance of the utter destil^an which 
some of these people are thrown into on their arrival here. 
When the Lady Htctd arrived here hom. Iirvei!pool the WMiAtsr 
was most inclement ; wet pouring down in hocket-fufia, acnd (he 
t£rt, slop, and mud more than knee-deep, not only the thfozoagh- 
&u«s, but in every spot where it 'was possible for hmaoa beings 
to set foot. In this iitate of aAdre I saw more than foor kon- 
dred poor people thinst upon our whaives, without fmid or shel- 
ter, Imt what their scanty bedding supplied. In this alate of 
offidrs Mr. Cole allowed the poor suS^<ers the ise of the sheds 
on his wharf; but which, from the traffic upon them premasly, 
were wet, damp, and muddy, to an inooncetvahle degree, ander 
foot Happening to be there in the «erly part of the night, I 
was informed, and suhsequently ascertained fo^ a lact, that a 
young woman, the wife of an intelligent Scotchman, gave hklh 
to her first-bom child. And, oh, such a plight! «u«fti a skbrnttion 
for an anguished mother to be in ! Porters roaring, carters 
swearing, men, women, and children clamouring andsereanvag, 
and none, no not one, but the faithfal husband and partner of 
that poor afllid^d woman, to render either medical aid, or to 
minister the slightest consolation under the 'cisoumataaeeB. It 
is melancholy to reflect on the increased amoaaft of human 
sufliBring, which is patiently endured by new-eomeis hem. I 
give yoa this as a sample; and farther let me aBsara yoa, that 
no night passes hut persons the most Tespedahle are OMBpelled 
to sleep out cinder sach miserable coverings as thegr «Ba get 

' The public btoldings of Melbourne are of a nost inferior de- 
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scription, both in point of architectural style and internal ac- 
commodation. The only building of note at all adequate 
to ita zequirements ia the Mechanics' InstitutioB ; and it has 
now to do the treble duty of conceirt hall, assembly room, 
and town haU, including offices, &c., for the town clerk. The 
library attached to the institution is yery good indeed, and tlie 
rooms spacious and commodious, much better than your School 
of Arts. The Legislative Council sits now in St Patrick's 
Hall, and that august body in its wisdom wishes to place an 
additional tax upon gold, without thinking of -spending a few 
thousands upon the erection of Lentall's "talking shop,** as the 
Argut would say, for themselves. With all their boast and 
braggadocio you may rely upon it Sydney has but little to fear 
from the legislative sagacity of this body. I Was present during 
the debate which affirmed the principle of the Export Duty 
upon Gold Bill, and expected, you may be sure, to hear a bril- 
liant debate, butin this I was disappointed. The initiation of the 
bin was entrusted, to the honourable the Attorney-General, who, 
to my mind, is not just cut out for a Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. The debate was dull^ prosy, and insipid in the extreme, 
having but one characteristic, namely, that honourable members 
managed with a truly Victorian facility to recant almost eieery 
one of their previously formed and expressed opinions, as readily 
as Six Hudibras— > 

** Confute,, ckange handi^ and still eonfute." 
And certainly it was marvellous to see how each could furnish 
reasons as sound as were that most analytLcal gentleman's tos 
their tergivexsattoo. A few honourable exceptions, however, 
ware to be made, but in the bulk all were aUke. 

The state of society consequent upon the increase of omr p^pn- 
IstioDy the moral and sanitary pestilence which pervades this 
place, together with a ramble or two in the country, must be left 
OTor titt another letter. In the mean time I reiteraia my advice 
to all new comers here, namely, let your purse be your friend, 
for depend upon it, if you rely upon any other you will but rea- 
lize the iUli^ of the farmer and his friends — ^the lark and her 
yoongc 
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DIARY OF A JOURNEY FROM MELBOURNE TO 
BENDIGO. 

A day or two after the date of my last letter, the weather 
having apparently cleared up, we determined upon starting at 
once for the diggings. As there were several roads to them, 
some discussion took place as to which we should take, every^one 
we inquired of giving us different accounts concerning them, 
some preferring one road, and some another. *^ Is not one road 
as good as another ? *' said one of the party. " Av coorse it is," 
said an Irishman, who was present, *' Av coorse it is, and bet- 
ther." Influenced in some measure by this sagacious opinion, 
-we resolved to leave it to chance, and to toss up in order to de- 
termine the route to be followed. " Man or woman ? " " Woman ; " 
then we followed ^< woman," which was nothing but what is usual 
:and natural. Accordingly about 12 o'clock A.M., on the 8th Sep- 
tember we started from the camp, just outside Melbourne, in 
which we had been for the last day or two. Having kept a 
Journal, it is at your service, if you choose to make use of it. 

Sept. Sth, — ^Left the camp, passed through Flemington, about 
three miles out of Melbourne ; roads in a dreadful state. Hun- 
dreds going to and returning from the diggings. Met several of 
those who came down in the Waratah with us, who had been 
up at the diggings, and had returned already, having " ta'en a 
scunner" at it, as they say in Scotland. A most beautiful coun- 
try, as green as emerald, hills richly sloping, and dotted with 
umbrageous trees. The country, from the appearance of the 
s^il, and formation of the hills, appears to be admirably adapted 
for the cultivation of the vine. The mimosa, which is a much 

kU'lsomer tree here than in New South Wales, being large and 

Wj) appears scattered through the forest, and being now in 
f lill bloom, presents to the \iew a perfect mass of beautiful gol- 
den flowers. Travelled to-day only five miles, the roads being 
ankle-deep. 

■Oth, — Our horses strayed away during the night, and we did 
not find them until mid-day. Just after starting it commenced 
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to rain slightly. Crossing Eeila Plains the roads were awfully bad, 
and to a4d to our ills, the rain poured down in regular toirents. 
Had our horses not have been first-rate ones we must inevitably 
have stuck fast, as during the whole day they had heavy pulling, 
men on foot being unable to walk the road without sinking knee- 
deep. We had two horses in the cart, and had about 12 cwt. on 
it. Notwithstanding the plight in wliich we were, we could not 
but admire the scenery, which was beautifully varied — ^now 
broad, undulating meadows — ^now groves of she-oaks, eucalyptus, 
and mimosa ; whUe the grass everywhere was green and soft as 
sUk. Crossed the Broad Meadow, and came to the foot of the 
Gellibrand's Hill. Several drays were at the bottom of this, try- 
ing to get up, but it was with the greatest difficulty that they 
reached the summit, five or six bullocks falling down at a time 
through the slipperiness of the road. Ascended it without much 
difficulty, and encamped on the top of it. Travelled seven 
miles. 

10th, — Boads worse than on either of the previous days, the 
ground being quite rotten and swampy. Country resembling 
parts of liveipool Plains, timber principally box. In the even- 
ing a suspicious looking character came to the camp, having no 
boots or hat on, telling us that he had been robbed, and threat- 
ening vengeance on the thief. Our clothes-box being in the 
cart, C wanted to have it brought into the tent, as our for- 
tune he said was in it. Upon which some wit in the camp re- 
plied, that it was a ragged one. The fellow, however, who ap- 
peared to be a shepherd for some one in the vicinity, after stay* 
ing some time, and using some ferocious language in reference 
to his spoliator, departed quietly, but not before we had given 
him several hints that his room was more acceptable than his 
company. Eight miles. 

11th, — When at breakfast this morning, a large brown snake 
came out of the log that was burning, and went into a pool of 
water close by. Those who doubt the fact of a snake's having 
legs might have been convinced of it by seeing this one, as the legs 
were distinctly visible after they had been swollen by the heat, 
and much resembled those of a caterpillar, only they were much 
larger. Boads very swampy. Kept along the Deep Creek for a 
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considerikble' part of the day, Moimt Macedotn being m slgM oa 
our left hand. Much of the s^neiy very pictraresque, especially 
on tiw Deep Creek, the tree^ eonsisdng of hon^rsQckle, cheny- 
tree, mimosa, eucalyptus, <fec. There is ar species of thorny 
mimosa gro^ring here, which X have nerer seen in Kew Sont^ 
Wales, and the foKage of which is very pretty. Game to tlie 
Bocky TVaterholes' Plain, where we met s hwHock driver, who 
informed us that gold had heen found within a few miles on a 
station belon^ng to Mr. Rigg. We determined upott inspeetiag 
the new gold-field, and leaving the otiieis with the cart, three of 
us started in search of it After going about half a mile, wre 
came to Bigg's house, when we were cEcrected to the diggings, 
about 8 quarter of a mile distant. When we got there, thero 
were about a dozen men, two of whom onljwere at work ; ^e 
rest having come, hke ourselves, to see the j^ace^ The two men 
who had ^seoyered the gold informed us that they had heen 
working there about a fortnight — no one knowing it until the day 
before. They h«d sunk several holes on the top of a pretty 
high hm— the gullies as yet bemg too wet to allow of a Ik^ 
to be sunk in them. From whsct we eould learn fh>m them- 
selves, an^f^om washing several tin-cBshfuIs of earth taken from 
the bottom of the holes which they had stmk, it did not appear 
to us that much could be done in that spot, although it seems 
very probable that a rich gold field will be discovered soraewhero 
in the neighbourhood. About four fitet below the surface thero 
was a vein of quartz, which was extraordinarily rich in ore.. 
Every stone we broke was dotted with msntrte specks of gold. 
One of the men showed us a piece that he had obtained froex 
one of the holes, about the size of a pea. The soil through 
which they sunk was decomposed slate, resting on a bed of pipe- 
clay. The appearance of the country aroQUcI is veiy pictoeaqvo 
particularly near the banks of the Deep Creek— gently sfoping 
hiUs, dotted with umbrageous gum-trees, and covered vn^ a thi^ 
svrard of grass as green as emerald. Went back to our mates, 
intendmg to proceed about half a mile furthefr befbre we j^tchcd 
our tent. Crossing a fiat, we were obliged to divide the load axto 
two ; but notwithstanding this, we got bogged, and were obiiged 
to unload and take the horses out. Casnped on Bigg's station* 
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Pive xailesw T!he mosqixitoes veiy trooblesome^ wMch one would 
not expect attiik time c^ the year. 

l^h (SixQclay). — Stayed at eneampment. Some went oat to 
insfHeet the new diggings, and retained, bringing with them 
sevend pieces of quartz fnll of specks of gfM, The minority, 
notwithstanding, determined on i^roeeeding' to Bendigo, in 
jHreference to stopping to give the place a triaL Fottr men 
eneamped with ns this night, who reported a fight about a daim 
at the diggings^ in which two or three men were killed, and 
several wounded. They told ns also that a nugget of pure gold, 
weighing upwards of 28 lbs., had been fbund at iTagle Hawk 
Gully, Bendigo. The Deep Greek, on which the new diggings 
are situated, runs eastward. If, therefore, gold in abundance 
be found there, it will be somewhat in contradiction to geo- 
logical theoriesL The distance is twenty-IL>re miles from Mel* 
boisnw. 

19th, — Yeiy bad roads again. Country undtdating and more 
thickly tanbered; box and stzingy-bark ranges. Get bogged, 
and take the horses out Ascended Pretty Sally's, or the !^ 
HiU. The soil excellent, and etdtiyation on the Teiy top of the 
mountain. The road which we came and that to Sydney meet 
on the 1»p of tins hiO. Magnificent view from the top of th» 
HO — open plaons, wood-crowned heights, sha^y valleys, and 
towering hilla — ^* places which pale passion loves"— the view 
erten^ng on one side to the sea coast, and the habitations of 
man alene being wanting to make the sceneory perfect. De- 
scended the hill and encamped at the foot of it. Tw^e miles:. 
A. tall EQghlander i^bo was at a cantp dose by came down to ^ 
converse with s<»ne of his eountrym^i who wore with us, and 
afforded us much amusement. Many pans were perpetrated at 
his expense, aU of which he took in good part Some one 
\aaked him from what part of Scotland he came, he answered,— 
f From the Isle of Skye." " That's the reason you look so blue 
it," said one. " Thai's why he*s so lofty,* said another. 
at*s a lofty thought," said a thiid. And many others whtdt 
it would be ^ring you to mention. 

lUh. — ^Passed through Eilmore ; the land very rich ; saw the 
ifrife of the man who had obtained the 28 lb. nugget at B«b- 
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digo. She infonned us that her husband had sold it for 4Z. per 
oz. About midday it commenced to rain veiy hard ; roads in- 
describably bad; got bogged and unloaded, pulled the dray out, 
went a few yards and got bogged again ; pulled the dray out 
again, and camped on the side of aiidge ; the ground eveiywherey 
both on the road and ranges, being perfectly rotten. Up nearly 
all night drying our bed-clothes, &c., which we had got wet 
through. Obhged every night to cut poles and boughs to pat 
under us, the ground being a regular quagmire. The tank- 
ling of the oxen's beUs, which one hears at every encampment, 
gives somewhat of an oriental character to the scene. Six 
miles. 

Ibth. — Crossed Donohoe's Creek ; broke one of the traces in 
crossing, with fair pulling. If the horses had not been extra- 
ordinarily good they could never have kept on, in the state in 
which the roads were. Came to a creek in which were several drays 
stuck, one with nine horses, it being unable to cross. There is 
scarce a dray you meet on the road that is not accompanied by 
one or two women, oftentimes with families of children, all 
bound for or returning &om the diggings. Got bogged in 
crossing the creek, unloaded, and then had great difficulty in 
getting over, as the horses had no footing, and sank up to the 
shoulder. The country very beautiful, compensating in part 
for the badness of the roads, which were the worst we had en- 
countered. The hills and valleys were covered with flowers, 
daisies, white and yellow butter-cups, snowdrops, &o., while the 
mimosa bloomed along our path, adding fresh beauty to the 
scene, and fragrancy to the air. Each succeeding scene only 
impresses more forcibly on the mind the appropriateness of the 
title bestowed upon the country by Sir T. Mitchell, of *' Aus- 
traUa the Happy." The country is well grassed and watered, 
the timber low and branching, without any underwood, and 
more beautiful and picturesque than any park. Just before en- 
camping, got bogged the second time, the ground being very 
deceiving, the horses sinking to their middle in a place where 
you would least expect it. Encamped in a most beautiful and 
romantic valley, on the banks of a deep creek, with large water- 
holes — ^which some fanciful individuals of our party imagined 
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might be the retreats of the far-famed bnnyip. Honeysackle, 
mimosa, and eacalyptns, were the most common trees, and 
formed beautiful groves. Fiye miles. 

16th, — Crossed two very had creeks : met a great number of 
drays ; crossed box hill and stiingy bark ranges, the latter always 
dreary looking. Witnessed some beautiful scenery ; hiUs rising 
over hills, covered with grass and shady tree : the valleys ena- 
melled with flowers. Passed Morrison's station, a beautiful 
place. Ascended the Dividing Bange. Granite in large masses 
begins to appear; quartz predominates in this to a veiy unusual 
extent, and this fact may probably throw some light on the rich- 
ness of the Victoria gold-fields. The rocks are ofttimes of veiy 
peculiar forms, and in remarkable situations ; large masses of 
tons weight, and quite round, lying on top of one another ; the 
least effort being sufficient to remove them, and send them 
headlong down the moimtain. The ranges are veiy low, and in 
fact the whole country is remarkably level : a circumstance which 
is contrary to one's preconceived notions of a gold-bearing re- 
gion. The roads much better, and lined with diggers homeward 
and outward bound* The soil decomposed granite, which appears 
to be the only rock in the neighbourhood. The honeysuckle is 
met with here much farther from the coast than in Australia Pro- 
per, and grows in all sorts of soils and situations. Crossed Mor- 
rison's Creek, over which there is a bridge, the passage over 
which is rather unsafe, in consequence of the late heavy rains. 
Overtook two horse teams from Goulbum, which had been four 
months on the road, having been detained in crossing the river 
a week or a fortnight at a time. Splendid views from the axis 
of the mountain ranges ) sheep and cattle feeding on the wood- 
crowned hills, and in the fertile valleys, and forming a charming 
and enticing picture of pastoral life. Encamped, having for 
beds the branches of the gum wattle, as soft and luxurious as a 
bed of down. Fourteen miles. 

I7th. — Crossed scrubby stringy bark ranges; got bogged, 
and were obliged to lay logs for twenty or thirty yards in 
order to get through ; roads pretty good except in the gullies, 
which were desperately bad; fragmentary quartz, in great 
abundance, and strong indications of gold: got bogged the 
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second tbne near the M^Yor Inn ; most ItottQlifBi sceBeryv ro«fe 
ezceDent, and as level as possible fbr HtQ last tlneo miles of this 
day's jonmey : encamped in the most deli^tfid tbQ^ tkat Ae 
eye of man oonid beBold. If I h«d tbe deserxgtm powers of 
Bope and the langna^e of MMton, I woold still fiul in cQnyejmg 
to yon on adequate description of a 9e«M^ ninch, to be jostly 
apprecittted, must be witnessed. Nerez iMlbre did the cooirtry 
seem so josfly to merit the appeUatxon of the ** Ueet AnstnBA* 
— ^neverbefbre did the mimosa seem to bear such lovely Idoa- 
soms, or shed such fragrant odours— never before dsd iSba ait 
seem so* pnre, clear, and inspiriDff as m that delkiona -vall^* 
The herbage, soft, green, and liEnmant, formed an emerald 
sward, on which Titania herself might be proud to lead the elfi« 
dance. Moweis of all hues, white, and parple, and crimson^ and 
gold, and violet, in which those of a golden eoloarpredoBoinatedy 
as if indicating the richness of the soil from whdch they sfrang, 
enamelled the hills and vaQeys, grateftil at3ce to the siglit and 
smell. Bttttercnps, dandelions, eglantine, dnsies, snawdkeps, 
&c,f complete^r covered the ground; liie first mentioaed,xn 
particiilar, growing as richly as possible over aeres, nay^jafles ef 
ground. The trees are principally mimosa and honeysndiey 
and [here and there some giant of the eaealyptas order grew m 
lumdsome dxmips, some in fall blossom, others without aoyv 
but not tite less beautifttl ; while between tiiem were greea open 
spaces, on which the glorious sua poured down a flood of golden 
light To complete the scene, the STIvor meandered througli 
the valley, each winiSng turn disclosing " some fresher beauties 
varying round," and fed — 

Iknren worthy of Para£tt»wbidi not vice ut 
In beds and cniioas knots, but nature boon 
l^nIred forth pfnrfuse on hilt, and dale, and plaiB« ' 
JMb where the aonun^ raa fint wanaly motD 
The open field, and where the oaf ierced ibade 
Imbrowned the noontide bowers : tins was tkeglaee 
A hoff]/ rural seat ofvartous view, 

*^ Dazzled and dnmk with beauty," I sat down on a grassy 
knoQ, feasting my ^es upon the enehantJoglandseape, nntil the 
god of day hid ids beams behind the bills of the far west).aiid 
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tite ^ dufflle oold moon" rose in her -vix^ beauty ovw a scene, 
^lastined in some £]imte Saj io be the retreat of loyera, and tihe 
tbeme of bards. Travelled to«day eleven xoiles. 

IBilu — Travelied ^lang the course of the M^Ivor lor eleven 
aileB. The saeneiy equal, if not superior, to that &i yesterdajr, 
4eftch Bucoeediog scene i^pearing to ihe enzaptused e^ moce 
beavdiM than the last. E^en those who are usually nnuiindful 
43i astozal beauties, wane unable to gaze on the landscape ^vitk- 
oat giidng Tent to passionate exclamations of adniiisttticm. 
English, Iri^, and Scotch, all concuned in agreeing that ihej 
had never before seen anything so beautiful, and thut the 
dweUings oi man alxHke w&ce wanting to malLe the scenery the 
most delightful that the imagination could conceive. To add 
to our pleasure, the roads were excellenJ;, and as level .as a 
IwwUng-green. We passed over "flowery plams," with pic- 
turesque sloping heights on our right hand, through "groves 
whose ridi trees wept odorous gums and balm," the sky bnghtly 
bine and cloudless, and the air wafting "Sabean odours.'* 
The fbimation of the couatiy is principally schistose, with an 
abundance of fragmentaiy quartz. Crossed the Wlvox, and 
«ame oa to box flats, in Jthich. swamp €iaks appeacsed £pr the 
fimt tune. Scrubby ranges, box, and stnngy-bark, coarse grass 
and herbs like those at the Toron ; country more level than at 
tiw TuvQu. From the geological structure and general aj^ear- 
aoee, I should imagine thAt^oId would be found somewhere in 
the neighbourhood, m abundance* Boads very bad again. 
Gi>osBed a box flat enticely consistiug of hillocks having the 
«9pearanee of waves, and very uniform in their size. It seems 
AS if the land had been thrown up in a fused and slightly agi- 
tated mass, and then sudd^y cooled. Came to the Cam- 
paspie Biver, and had a fresh view of the celebrated Mount 
Alexander; romantic soeneiy, great abundance of trap rock. 
When we got h«re, ire weoe told that we could not ^oss, as the 
limr was up. About forty drays were encamped on the bajxks, 
wjitioig the first opportunity to pass oveac; we accordingly 
pitdked our tent on the bank of the river, intranding to cross 
over €81 Monday morning, the stream beizkg then Donaidfitcahly 
nwo&en and rmming rapidly. To-day eighteen snles. 
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I9th (Sunday). — Eemained in camp. An immense numlyer 
of people, on foot and on horseback, crossed the Gampaspie 
to-day, on their way to and from the diggings. The river fell 
considerably daring the day and proTious night. About sunset 
the sky became overcast with heavy doads, threatening imme- 
diate rain, and therefore we thought it advisable to cross the 
river at once, as it was probable we should be detained on its 
banks a week or two, if it should happen to rain. Packed up 
according, and started to cross over, one of the party riding the 
leading horse. When about half way over, the leader laid down, 
which circumstance was nearly causing an unlucky termina- 
tion to our passage ; fortunately, however, she rose again, and 
we crossed without further trouble, although the water was 
above the bed of the cart, and running with a strong caxrent 
It was lucky for us that we did cross, as it rained hard during 
the night. 

20t^— Baining hard during the forenoon, but fine in the 
afternoon. Passed over box and gum forests, scrubby in places, 
and thinly-timbered well-grassed flats. The countiy in general, 
so far as this, was as fine as could be wished folr. The grass 
evexy where soft, silky, and as green as a field of young wheat 
Unlike that of New South Wales, the grass and pasture here 
consists of nutritious herbs and very fine grass, growing in a 
thick sward, and completely hiding the soil. Hills and vales 
alike were covered with flowers, principally of a yellow colonr, 
and growing as thick as they could, presented to the eye of one 
accustomed to the almost flowerless fields of Australia, an un- 
usual and beautiM appearance, realizing in some respects iha 
description given of English meadows. Everywhere, too, tha 
mimosa, loveliest of the flowering trees of Australia, and des- 
tined to be as much celebrated in the lays of her poets, as the 
hawthorn has been in those of the British bards, scented the ^ 
air with its perfume, and dazzled the eye with its rich yellow 
blossoms. Passed over some barren ranges covered with 
quartz, the only thing pleasant on them being some flowering 
shrubs, chiefly of the mimosa species. Through some fertile 
flats, the roads veiy level and good, as indeed they wero duijpg 
the greater part of the day ; the only fault in them being a bog 
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here and there, which, after our previous bad roads, we consi- 
dered a mere nothing. Met several men who were returning 
from the diggings, and from whom we learned that robberies 
and murders had of late been very frequent at Bendigo. On 
Wednesday last near thirty drays were stopped by a large gang 
of bushrangers in the Black Forest, and mm, tobacco, and other 
property taken from them to a great amount. One man lost 
upwards of 7002. worth of gold. No less than three murders 
have been committed during the last week at Bendigo, one in 
Eagle Hawk, another at Peg Leg Gully, and another in the 
Long Gully. One of the murdered men, we are informed, had 
his head completely severed from the body. Our informants 
told us that they had heard cries of ^ murder " from the tent in 
which one of the unfortunate men was killed, but hearing some 
one (probably one of the perpetrators of the crime) laugh at the 
same time, they thought that the men were joking among them- 
selves. The police are out scouring the bush in all directions. 
We thanked our stars that we had not gone by the road through 
the Black Forest as we had at first intended, since, being in- 
differently armed, how much soever we might have wished to 
display our heroism, we should have had but little chance of 
doing so. Grossed Emu Creek ; the country of slate formation, 
quartz in abundance. An immense number of people passing 
to and from the diggings ; men, women, and children, along the 
whole road from this to Bendigo. Came to Bullock Greek, 
where we saw the places that the diggers had made for cradling 
during the dry weather, when the washing stuff had to be 
carried here from Bendigo, a distance of seven or eight miles. 
Four seizures of sly grog-sellers* carts, &o,, were made here by 
the commissioner and police this morning. Passed over barren 
ridges, the timber on which consisted of iron-bark, box, gum, 
-^and stringy-bark ; this was the first time that I had seen iron- 
bark in Victoria ; quartz in great abundance, eveiy ridge being 
covered with them. The country, in its geological structure and 
general appearance, very much resembles that on the Long 
Creek in the Western Diggings; the ridges are unusually 
uniform in their size, lower than one would be inclined to 
imagine in a gold region, and have all the same direction. The 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



192 APPSNBIX. 

Bizike of the strata is north, by west aad soviii by east, sdtdsl 
formaAion well developed, and quartz ia uuiBTial abundai 
The whole, or nearly the whole of the country over which 
passed to-day, has ^ereiy appearance of being a rich gold-fi* 
but it has notyet had a fur trial. About 3 fjl came ki«igh 
the commencement of Uie Bendigo diggings, or what is caJ 
the Bade Creek; bnt as Bendigo desexres a more lengtliei 
descDption than I can give yoa at preseni;, I ahaU sot attei 
it in this letter. Pitched our tent on the Back Greek. Travel 
to<4ay a distance of sixteen miles. Thus makung the wli 
distance to Bendigo 107 miles, which I think is ooixect, 
though less than what we were infonned it was. 

We, however, travelled upwards of 14Q miles, kavingr 
make so many detours in order to Avoid had places in i 
loads. 
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